
Bi 605 The Gospel of Mark
Beulah Heights University 
MISSION

Beulah Heights University is committed to developing relevant Christian leaders for ministry and marketplace.

PREREQUISITES: None

DEPARTMENT: Graduate 

MODE OF DELIVERY: Online

SEMESTER: Summer
CREDIT HOURS: 3.0

DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE OF THE COURSE

This course examines the structure of the book of Mark, its theological message(s), and the implications of that message for the contemporary church.  The life of Jesus and Mark’s Christological view is explored against the backdrop of Early Judaism.  In addition, the relevancy of the book for the present faith-community is developed and explored.

REQUIRED MATERIALS

Witherington, Ben, III.  The Gospel of Mark: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing, 2001. ISBN: 987-0-8028-4503-0
Sabin, Marie Noonan.  Reopening the Word: Reading Mark as Theology in the Context of Early Judaism. Oxford, England: Oxford University Press, 2002.  ISBN: 978-0199895748
Holy Bible (NKJV, NLT, or other modern translation)
SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS 

Turabian, K, et al. A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations 7th edition. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2007. ISBN: 978-0-2268-2337-9

COURSE OBJECTIVES
1. Student will become familiar with the introductory issues related to the book of Mark, including authorship, date of composition, intended audience, etc.

Acquisition:  The student will read the required texts for this course and will engage in dialogue pertaining to the Gospel of Mark.
Assessment strategy: The instructor will review and grade student interaction on the discussion boards and a quiz will be given covering this material.

2. Student will comprehend and be able to dialogue on the themes of Mark’s Gospel. This will include Jesus as the Son of man, the theme of failure and suffering, and the role of Early Judaism in the composition of the Gospel.

Acquisition: The student will read the required texts and will engage in dialogue on the topics above.
Assessment strategy: The instructor will review and grade all dialogue board interaction and will assess this goal in exams.
3. Student will become conversant in, and be able to defend their views, concerning various points of debate in the religious community, including authorship, the “Markan Secret”, the order of the Gospel’s composition and the role of Mark in that process.

Acquisition: The student will read the texts, engage in research using Galileo, and will dialogue with other students and the instructor on the dialogue board concerning these topics.

Assessment strategy: The instructor will engage the student in the dialogue board discussions and will challenge students to defend his or her position.  These discussions will be graded based upon the proficiency of the student in defending his or her position in a scholarly fashion.

4. Integrate primary and secondary research into a single document.

Acquisition: The student will write a paper synthesizing and analyzing data collected from a variety of sources and incorporate them the research paper on a topic relevant to the Gospel of Mark. 

Assessment strategy: The instructor will grade the research paper for content that is in keeping with the goals of the course and the stated intent of the student in the paper.

5. Use Turabian 7th edition, footnote format to write a research paper.

Acquisition: The student will produce bibliographies in accordance with Turabian 7th edition format for sources actually used in the paper.

Assessment Strategy: The instructor will grade the format of the research paper based upon the Turabian 7th edition style guide. 

6. Write responsibly without plagiarizing.

Acquisition: The student will incorporate relevant sources into a research paper of 10 (minimum for the body of the paper) and 15 (maximum for the body) pages, documenting them appropriately to avoid plagiarism. 

Assessment strategy: The instructor will require students to defend the scholarship and integrity of their research.

COURSE PROCEDURES 

1. Completion of weekly assignments.  It is imperative that students prioritize their life in order to keep up with weekly assignments.  

2. Submission of assignments by stated deadline.  Make- up work will be permitted on rare occasions. Significant points will be deducted from all outstanding assignments.  

3. Incompletes are issued only with approval from the Instructor for the course. Incompletes will be issued in only rare cases where a valid reason exists.  Please read guiding documents carefully and determine if you will be able to complete all the course requirements within the semester. 
4. Students who desire to dispute a grade should consult the instructor directly. A grade dispute should be acknowledged within one week. Students desiring to dispute the final course grade should do so within thirty days after grades have been received.  The instructor is not obligated to review a grade dispute unless it meets the above listed timeframe.  

COURSE PROCEDURES 

1. Completion of weekly assignments.  It is imperative that students prioritize their life in order to keep up with weekly assignments.  
2. Submission of assignments by stated deadline.  A full grade reduction will be given for all late papers.  
3. Incompletes are issued only with approval from the Instructor for the course. Incompletes will be issued in only rare cases where a valid reason exists.  Please read guiding documents carefully and determine if you will be able to complete all the course requirements within the semester. 

4. Students who desire to dispute a grade should consult the instructor directly. A grade dispute should be acknowledged within one week. Students desiring to dispute the final course grade should do so within thirty days after grades have been received.  The instructor is not obligated to review a grade dispute unless it meets the above listed timeframe.  
ATTENDANCE POLICY

From the BHU Catalog

· Within a 15 weeks semester – Maximum absence allowance is four (4) class sessions (Two for the Summer semester).

· Online classes – Maximum absence allowance is four (4) class sessions, (two for Summer semester), determined by the weekly semester units as outlined in the course syllabus. Login and completion of assignments are required.

· Five-day modular classes – Maximum absence allowance is one (1) day.

· Weekend modular classes – Maximum absence allowance is one (1) week-end.
FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION
Students who receive financial aid and withdraw from the University during the semester may owe large amounts of money to the U.S. Department of Education and Beulah Heights University. These debts will need to be satisfied before students will be allowed to continue their education. Before making a decision to withdraw, students are encouraged to go the financial aid office to determine the financial consequences of withdrawing from school.

Late Work/Make-up Policy

The professor is to receive all assignments by the due date as outlined on the schedule. However, if the student is unable to attend class on the date an assignment is due, the student must email, fax, or deliver the assignment prior to class time.  In the event an exam is missed, the will have until the day before the next class session to make up the exam. All late work is subject to grade reduction.

Missed Lectures/material 

The student is responsible for making arrangements to obtain missed material when absent from class. The instructor recommends that each student choose a study partner, and exchange names and phone numbers. This partner should be contacted prior to class time and contacted after class to receive notes, handouts and assignments.

GRADE DISPUTE 

Students disputing a grade must bring it to instructor’s attention within one week after grade is received or 30 days after receiving final grade report. After the expiration of these timeframes, the grade will not be reconsidered. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY STATEMENT

As members of an academic community that places a high value on truth and the pursuit of knowledge, Beulah Heights University students are expected to be honest in every phase of their academic life, and present as their own work only that which is genuinely theirs.  Students are expected to complete this course with integrity. The student’s work must be a reflection of his/her own scholarship. Where secondary sources are required, the student is expected to use the proper citation of the material in accordance with the specified style writing guide of this course. If the student fails to comply, the instructor will have no option but to consider the student is cheating and/or plagiarizing. This will result in a failing grade and the possibility of further disciplinary action from the University. Plagiarism is defined as the use of the intellectual property of another without proper citation, giving the impression that it is the student’s work.

LIBRARY SERVICES STATEMENT

University Library Services provides instruction, information, resources, and services needed by students pursuing their education and seeking an understanding of themselves, their world, and their Creator. The Barth Memorial Library faculty and support staff offers direct personal assistance to all students, whether on the University Campus, at Extension Centers or the Center for Online Learning. Library acquisitions are carefully selected to support the curriculum and to provide information resources in a variety of formats. 

There is an online library tutorial for students to learn about searching the library catalog, researching a paper topic, or using Galileo. Students who are returning to school after an extended period find this particularly helpful. There is also information on finding and evaluating websites and identifying and citing resources for your academic work. Circulating materials (books, reprints from print journals) are checked out for fourteen days. You can also request direct assistance from a librarian by calling the University Campus. The library staff is dedicated to supporting all faculty and students, whether on campus or online. 

BEULAH HEIGHTS UNIVERSITY CORE VALUES

Biblical Inerrancy

We seek to bring every aspect of personal and corporate life under the functional authority of the inerrant Word of God by obeying its commands, applying its principles, and refraining from dogmatism where the Bible is silent. We are prepared to stand on Biblical inerrancy against the opposing tide of compromising norms and peer pressure. 

Integrity

We seek to live, teach and promote a life of Godly choices in the face of temptation, and consistent growth toward Christ-like attitudes and behavior with the context of responsible church membership and involvement. We affirm the necessity of yielding to the Lordship of Jesus Christ as the unconditional Lord of Life, with trust and obedience as essential prerequisites for the enablement of the Holy Spirit to live a Christ-like life.

Global Missions

We are committed to implementing Christ's mandate to fulfill the great commission by stimulating and training Christians for evangelistic church planting, and support ministries through global evangelization. 

Dedicated Servanthood

We are dedicated t train Christian leaders who practice a pattern of life which reflects the conviction that both individual and corporate prayer is essential in pursuit of God's purpose for holy living and fruitful ministry. We seek to cultivate an understanding of and commitment to worship and giving as a vital and appropriate response of the believer to God, as evidenced by regular and consistent practice in private and corporate life. We seek to be a community marked by joyful reliance upon God for material provision, victory over sin, growth in Christ-likeness and fruitful servanthood. 

Diversity

We are committed to embracing and empowering multi-ethnic and multi-cultural Christian communities without regard to socio-economic status for purposes of fellowship, encouragement, edification and ministry.
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended, and its implementing regulations provide that no qualified individual with a disability shall, on the basis of the disability, be excluded from participation in or be denied the benefits of the services, programs, or activities of a public entity. The Act and regulations also require an entity to “make reasonable modifications in policies, practices, or procedures when the modifications are necessary to avoid discrimination on the basis of disability, unless the public entity can demonstrate that making the modifications would fundamentally alter the nature of the service, program, or activity.” If you are an individual with a disability who may require assistance or accommodation in order to participate in or receive the benefit of a service, program, or activity, or if you desire more information, you may contact the Office of Student Life and Enrollment Management.
GRADE SCALE

The following is the grade scale which will be used to assign a grade for this course. 

	Grade
	Standard
	Scale
	Quality Points

	A+ 
	Excellent
	98-100
	4.0 

	A
	Excellent
	94-97
	3.7 

	A - 
	Excellent
	90-93
	3.5 

	B+
	Good
	88-89
	3.3 

	B
	Good
	84-87
	3.1

	B -
	Good
	80-83
	2.9

	C+
	Average
	78-79
	2.7

	C
	Average
	74-77
	2.5

	C -
	Average
	70-73
	2.3 

	D+
	Passing
	68-69
	2.1

	D
	Passing
	64-67
	1.9

	D-
	Passing
	60-63
	1.7

	F
	Failure
	60 or lower
	0.0

	P
	Passing
	0
	0.0 

	W
	Withdrawal 
	0
	0.0 

	WP
	Withdraw passing
	0
	Counts as hours attempted

	WF
	Withdraw failing
	0
	Counts against GPA, and counts as hours attempted


ADDITIONAL COURSE DOCUMENTS- 

This syllabus is provided to the students and participants as guideline for the course. It should not be considered a contract and is subject to change. 
Beulah Heights University | 892 Berne Street SE | Atlanta, GA 30316 

404-627-2681
DETAILED COURSE SCHEDULE
Week One   

Reading Assignments: Sabin, Introduction-Chapter 1; Witherington, pages 1-66.

Class Participation:  Introduce yourself to the class—your name, ministry or vocation context, and what you’d like to learn from/about the Book of Mark.

Week Two 

Reading Assignments: Sabin, Chapters 2 and 3

Class Participation: Go to the online research platform, Galileo and find an article that addresses any topic covered in the reading from weeks 1 and 2.  Read the article, cite the article in correct Turabian bibliography format, and then provide a summary of the article on the discussion board (no less than 300 words).  

Week Three 

Reading Assignments: Sabin, Chapters 4-5

Dialogue Board #3 (20 points): Choose one of the identities of the Markan Jesus and discuss how this portrayal of Jesus is particularly relevant to the contemporary church (no less than 250 words).  Then reply to the post of another student and either agree or disagree, but post respectfully and challenge only with the ability to support your position and to facilitate further reflection on the point (no less than 150 words).

Week Four 

Reading Assignments: Sabin, Chapters 6-7

Dialogue Board #4 (20 points): Discuss the ending of the Gospel of Mark.  In light of the comments of Sabin, do you think that 16:9-20 were in the original manuscripts, and do you think these verses should be included in the modern translations of the Bible?  Please provide scholarly support for your view (no less than 250 words).  Reply to the post of another student (no less than 150 words).

Post Topic for Research Paper: Include brief description of your proposed research.
Week Five  (DISCOVERY DAYS)

Reading Assignments: Witherington, Chap. II, Gospel of Mark 1:1-15

Dialogue Board #5 (20 points): In chapter II Witherington comments on the distinction between testing and temptation in the life of the believer.  What is this distinction and how would you explain the manner in which God "tests" an individual?  What is God's objective in testing a believer?  (Post must be no less than 250 words.  Also, respond to the post of at least one other student with a post of no less than 150 words.)
Week Six 

Reading Assignments: Witherington, Chaps. III-VI; Gospel of Mark 1:16-3:6 

Dialogue Board #6 (20 points): With respect to the reading assignment from Witherington, what is the significance of Jesus casting out demons?  (Post must be no less than 250 words.  Also, respond to the post of at least one other student with a post of no less than 150 words.)
Post Outline for Research Paper: Provide a purpose statement with the outline.

Week Seven 

Review For Midterm Exam

Paper Topic DueReading Assignments: Witherington, Chaps. VII-VIII; Gospel of Mark 3:7-6:6a

Midterm Exam: covering all reading and dialogue boards for weeks 1-6 (200 points)

Week Eight Midterm Examination
Reading Assignments: Witherington, Chap. IX; Gospel of Mark 6:6b-8:38

Dialogue Board #7 (20 points): What is significant about Jesus' return to His hometown?  There are several significant points highlighted by Witherington, which do you feel is most important and what significance does this have with respect to ministry in the twenty-first century?  (Post must be no less than 250 words.  Also, respond to the post of at least one other student with a post of no less than 150 words.)
Week Nine 


Quiz #3 covering reading from weeks 3-4 (50 points)
Reading Assignments: Witherington, Chap. X; Gospel of Mark 9:1-10:52

Dialogue Board #8 (20 points): Discuss the significance of the Transfiguration of Christ answering one of the following questions: What was the significance this event to Jesus? To the three disciples?  What was the significance of the appearance of Moses and Elijah?  (Post must be no less than 250 words.  Also, respond to the post of at least one other student with a post of no less than 150 words.)

Week Ten 

Reading Assignments: Witherington, Chap. XI; Gospel of Mark 11:1-13:37

Dialogue Board #8 (20 points): The cursing of the fig tree by Jesus is rather enigmatic and initially presents interpreters with as many questions as answers.  Discuss how the placement of the account of Jesus in the temple between the initial account of the fig tree (when Jesus cursed it) and the subsequent account of the withered fig tree is important to understanding the significance of the fig tree as a metaphor (no less than 250 words).  Respond to another student’s post with no less than 150 words.
Week Eleven 

Reading Assignments: Witherington, Chap. XII; Gospel of Mark 14:1-15:477

Dialogue Board #9 (20 points): Discuss what topics in this course were most relevant to your context (your life and ministry).  Be specific and cite the text or texts from which these insights were gleaned (no less than 250 words).  Respond to another student’s post with no less than 150 words.

Week Twelve 

Reading Assignments: Witherington, Chap XIII; Gospel of Mark, Chapter 16:1-8

Quiz #4 covering reading from Weeks 6-7 (50 points)
Week Thirteen 

Reading Assignments: Witherington, Appendix; pages 421-442; Mark 16:9-20.  Submit your research paper in the assignment link in folder for Week Seven

Week 14 - Fall Break  Course Paper Due 

Week Fifteen 

Course paper due.  Read Geisler (One Volume chapters 85-86) or Vol. 4, Chapters 16-17.  Review for final examination.Study for Final Exam

Final Exam (200 points)
Week Sixteen 

Final Examination  
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