CELIBACY IN MINISTRY AS A WOMAN
DESIRING A HUSBAND
 
         I have been called into the mMinistry to teach the Word of God.  I am a woman who has lived a life of celibacy for a great number of years after a divorce.  For many years, the idea of being in another relationship was not a part of my conversation or my life.  It was as if an alarm was set off in my head and I was no longer thinking of myself as a woman with desires.  My focus and mind was dedicated to the things of Christ.  My circle of friends that were called to the ministry and many active in the ministry were all living the same type of life. 
     In the last few years, there has been a strong desire to remarry again.  However, there have been no prospects. However, during this time, I have heard a lot of things from a lot of ministers concerning how they handle their celibacy.  Of course, most of these things do not line up with tThe wWord of God.  The answer to the question seems to be God made us this way. He knows myour heart. But, tThe wWord of God says fFlee fornication. Also, some of my ministry friends have fallen prey to to giving up their life of celibacy 	Comment by Lloyd Looney: This statement needs clarification. 
    I have heard great stories of relationships of how people were not able to fall in this area and are now in successful marriages.  However, my sincere deepest thought is to wonder how many single ministers or laypeople are living a life of celibacy?.  There areWe have dating sites that are geared toward Christians. Also, people who say they are celibate.  In my opinion, we have women who step out of their role to find a man.  How do you date as a Christian woman realistically in the world we live in?	Comment by Lloyd Looney: This is not a complete sentence. 	Comment by Lloyd Looney: 	Comment by Lloyd Looney: What role are you talking about?	Comment by Lloyd Looney: Be very clear here. Are you talking about American culture/society or something more?
    I really am not sure where I am trying to go with the subject.  My thoughts are how is a single the wWoman of God in mMinistry supposed to handleing the challenges of celibacy in a highly sSexualized American society in the world today?. I would like to see how many women have taken off the mask and are willing to be transparent enough to help the younger women of the world today to live like the light of the world.  	Comment by Lloyd Looney: I hear this. 
     How does athe wWoman who wants to fully serve of God and waiting for her husband, remain pure, holy, and ethical in the dating process?  Should women be having workshops, classes, and seminars on how to live in this way as we use the Word of God for our foundation? 	Comment by Lloyd Looney: Look at what Foster and others say about sexuality. How does an ethical Christian man or woman remain sexually whole while recognizing they are a sexual being who has feelings and desires but also wants to please God with their sexuality? There are Christian journals and articles that address these issues. Look at some of the ancient Christian thinkers who dealt with sexuality as well as current authors. Let me know if you need more feedback.  
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