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Introduction
“Compassion for the lost is a high and beautiful motive for missionary labor. Without it we lose the sweet humility of sharing a treasure we have freely received. But we have seen that compassion for people must not be detached from passion for the glory of God”.[footnoteRef:1] Because of this vital perspective the objective of this document is to discuss the viewpoints of a senior pastor concerning evangelism and what his church is doing to engage in the “Great Commission”. (Matthew 28:18-20)  [1:  Will Metzger, Tell the Truth: The Whole Gospel Wholly by Grace Communicated Truthfully and Lovingly (4th ed.,) (Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2012), 180.] 

From the onset the writer is informed by the senior pastor (Pastor Morris Francisco) that his philosophy for evangelism stems from his conviction that without evangelism he would be not be saved. He stated, “If I/we do not evangelize we will miss a moment in time that God has set up to plant a seed of love or water a soul”. Unfortunately, in the past he advises some in his congregation viewed evangelism as a gift that was set aside for a select few not as a mandate from God. But he strongly recommends “if the pastor and the congregation hearts are not set on evangelizing the lost the church will eventually die”. 
In an effort, to tell others about Christ each month on the third Saturday food boxes that have been donated from a local agency are distributed door to door to those in the community near the church. Gospel tracks, information about the church, upcoming events, and other pertinent information is included in the food boxes. To help church leadership stay informed and passionate about evangelism periodically the pastor and leadership team attend evangelism training at The Inner-City Ministry of Cru. This organization provides training in all aspects of evangelism and preparation that helps believers grow stronger in their approach of witnessing to others. Pastor Morris strategy for participating in training done by someone else in addition to his instructions gives the members the chance to fellowship with other believers and hear methods to evangelism in another way. In addition, the pastor has challenged the leadership team to read in advance and be prepared to discuss during leadership meetings certain sections of “The Purpose Driven Church” book written by Rick Warren. This has proven to be an effective tool in helping to re-ignite the evangelistic efforts of the church. Following specific guidelines in this helpful resource has helped in developing strategies for going out into the community to tell others about Christ, invite them to church, and conduct brief surveys on how the church can be of an assistance to them and the community. Through renewed evangelistic efforts and the leading of the Holy Spirit the church has set a goal of targeting at least thirty (30) new families for the Kingdom of God within the next six months.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In retrospect, the writer does not foresee any ideas that were disliked but hopes that the plans that are being initiated would move forward in a timely manner. As a result, of this interview the writer has recognized that the senior pastor’s passion for evangelism is stronger than what the writer had previously anticipated. This has caused the writer to gain a better perspective on the pastor’s desire for the congregation and all believers to realize their God given responsibility to make every effort to reach out to those who have not accepted Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior. Since the writer is a part of this congregation the interview also helped to reveal more deeply the compassion of the senior pastor’s heart in winning the lost for Christ. Thus, the writer will endeavor to make every effort to be more diligent in using the tools already in place to promote the importance of evangelism within the congregation and beyond.
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