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Introduction

Life is divided with physical life and spiritual life.  Physical life is limited in the flesh with what one see.  Wisdom and understanding is also limited in the flesh.  It is not easy to understand spiritual work since physical life is born as a sinner living in the limited flesh.  The one gets physical life from his parents.  Jesus’ physical family thought “He is out of His mind” and came to lay hold of Him. (Mark 3:21, NKJV) 
  Knowing and understanding that the physical life doesn’t last forever is wisdom.  Physical parents only give physical body and life, but the Spirit gives spiritual life to live with God forever.  The Spirit bore spiritual one living spiritual life.  Spiritual life is only possible with one born in spirit.

Sin resulted in dead spiritually.  To the spiritually dead people, God sent His Only Son, Jesus, to give new life.  This life is given as a gift when one trusts in Jesus.  This is called ‘being born again spiritually into God’s Family’.  The gift of life is certainly free.  It is free to those who is born spiritually and confess that Jesus is Lord.  Then, who can confess that Jesus is the Lord without knowing Him?  There is difference in knowledge of Jesus.  When an unclean spirit saying, “I know who You are---the Holy One of God!” (Luke 1:24), it is not considered believer’s knowledge of truth.  When one truly trusts and knows Jesus, he or she will experience life change.  In the life discipline, the one will bear the fruit, called, the fruit of Spirit written in the Galatians 5:22-23, “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control”.   The one who truly met Jesus and proves with his or her own life with fruit of Spirit can only be considered and called God’s family.  It is only done by work of Holy Spirit.
The Children of Men was once created in God’s family as Children of God.  With disobedience of first human, sin entered into the world and it separated the children of God with their Father God.  The sin resulted children of God blind and became children of men spiritually dead.  The sin covered eyes and hearts, thus no one now able to see and understand God.  It is written: 

The fool has said in his heart,

“There is no God.”

They are corrupt,

They have done abominable works,

There is none who does good.

The LORD looks down from heaven upon the children of men,

To see if there are any who understand, who seek God.

They have all turned aside,

They have together become corrupt;

There is none who does good,

No, not one. (Psalm 14:1-3)

On the cross, Jesus propose solution of sin problem.  He calls sinners and said, “… whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life”. (John 3:15)  This is grace of God.  Whoever comes to Jesus will be forgiven and have eternal life.  Then, why the world is still groaning with sin?  Ben Witherington III in his book, The Gospel of Mark: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary, said that the problem of the world is failure to understand and recognize who Jesus is and meaning of Jesus’ presence.  Witherington pointed out that the problem was not a lack of revelation but a lack of receptivity. 
  Thus, knowledge and understanding is also the grace of God who loves us and saves us.  
Biblical Understanding of Family

Who Jesus say His family in the Bible?  Jesus said, “Who is My mother, or My brothers?”  He also gave us an answer, “Here are My mother and My brothers!  For whoever does the will of God is My brother and My sister and mother.” (Matthew 12:46-50; Mark 3:33-35; Luke 8:19-21)  Spiritual kinship is determined not by blood or race but by obedience to God.  Jesus declares that His true family consists of those who hear and do the word of God.  When Mary Magdalene sees the risen Lord Jesus, Jesus said to her, “… go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.’” (John 20:17)  In another word, “For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren” (Hebrews 2:11).  Jesus calls all believers His brethren.  Believers are all belong to God.  Whoever believes in Jesus that He is the Lord and Savior are now gained right to call God the Father who is in Heaven.  

Family forms with husband and wife.  It is covenant relationship upon legal basis.  Family extends with children.  When couples have children, they now become parents.  Jesus used many parables to give us better understanding.  In the book of Matthew, Jesus taught with The Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1-13).  Ten virgins are waiting for bridegroom, Jesus.  Often, the Bible compares Jesus as Husband and believers as wife.  The book of Song of Songs is known as the Song of Solomon and also known as love song between Israel and God and another, the Church and God.  “My beloved is mine, and I am his.  He feeds his flock among lilies.” (Song of Songs 2:16)  Chapter 2 in the book of Song of Songs are often used as wedding sermon in Israel in traditional way which has covenantal meaning with legal effectiveness.  Covenantal relationship requires responsibility of each other.  (1 Corinthians 7:3)  Jesus cleared the meaning and responsibility of marriage, “But from the beginning of the creation, God made them male and female.  For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh; so then they are no longer two, but one flesh.  Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.” (Mark 10:6-9)  Jesus said the separation is because of hardness of heart.  Family is God’s plan.  It is provision of nature.  Family is the secret of God.  The secret of unity starts from husband and wife, church to Jesus, and all believers with God the Father.  The idea of unity started with Trinity.  It is profound truth revealed to the human from Heaven.  Thus, it is only understood by the work of Holy Spirit those who are called in the name of Jesus.  
Biblical History


The Bible starts with God’s creation.  God created the world in six days and at the end, a Man.  The man is created with God’s great image. (Genesis 1:26)  Like child is born in his father’s image, a man is born and created in his Father’s image.  A man was born and created with God’s family.  Like father gives name to a son, God gave him a name, Adam.  God also made him a helper comparable to him (2:18) out of his rib.  Adam named her Eve (3:20) and she became his wife.  First united group in the Bible is couple united in marriage, the family.  It is foundation of creation. 

King Herod married to his Brother Philip’s wife, Herodias.  John argued it is not lawful getting married to brother’s wife.  King Herod beheaded John the Baptist by request of Herodias and her daughter. (Mark 6:14-29)  There was argument about marriage and divorce.  There were two groups in Pharisees: Shammai and Hillel, have debate also in divorce matter.  The Shammai held that a man may only divorce to his wife for a serious transgression.  The other, Hillel allowed divorce for even trivial offenses such as burning a meal. 
  This perspective reflects history of women and their stand as subordinated to her husband.  These Pharisees came to Jesus and ask Him to test, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?” (Matthew 19:3)  Jesus pointed out that marriage is foundation of nature in God’s plan.  God made them male and female and “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh” (19:4-5) and “what God has joined together, let not man separate.” (19:6)  God created male and female.  In many society in the history, women were subordinate to her husband.  Pharisees argue which is better in the matter, but Jesus points which is right and truth.  There is fundamental difference in the points of view in human knowledge and understanding with Jesus’ and heavenly wisdom.  It is not matter of which is in higher position.  Male and female both are creature of God created in His great image.  By marriage, they become one flesh.  When they truly become one flesh, they will now experience true unity God intended from marriage.  The unity in marriage represents the unity between the Church and its Head Jesus.  

House of the Unclean Spirit

Jesus’ earthly ministry starts with calling repentance, teaching and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people (Matthew 4:23; 9:35), and casting out demons (Mark 1:39; 5:8; 7:29-30).  Jesus made all wrong things straighten out.  A man was mute.  When he met Jesus, the demon had gone out from a man and he became able to speak.  Some said, Jesus casts out demons by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.  Jesus responded for their word, the sign of casting out demons is the sign that the kingdom of God is upon him. (Luke 11:14-20)  Once a man was a house of the unclean spirit.  After cleansed by Jesus, it is his responsibility to maintain his body.  Verse 21, it is written, “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in peace.”  When he is not with Jesus and the Holy Spirit is not in him, his coming would be worse.  It is written that when he was found clean and empty, “Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first.” (Luke 11:26; Matthew 12:44-45)  Jesus is pointing that experiencing God’s blessing and then ignoring it leaves one expose to spiritual danger.  His later would be even worse if there God’s present not found.  Unbelief and hardness of heart would lead one in spiritual danger.  In another word, there is house of the Holy Spirit where God’s presence or else, considerable as house of the unclean spirit.  Members who are living in the same house considered as family, if not, then they are visitors or thieves.  God’s family live in the God’s family.  Association of family is parents and children.  Thus, God’s children are living in Father’s house where God reigns.  

Baptism: Born Again into God’s Family

John wrote about The New Birth in the book of John chapter 3.  “Born Again” in the Greek word, ‘anothen’ translated as ‘again’ also understood ‘from above’. 
  When Nicodemus, a man of the Pharisees came to Jesus, He said, “unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God… unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God…born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:3-6).  Nicodemus was a ruler of the Jews, a member of the Jewish council, and a Pharisee.  There are several interpretation of the phrase ‘born of water and the Spirit’: water baptism, a symbol for the Holy Spirit, a symbol of the Word of God, physical birth, John the Baptist’s baptism, and the work of God from above.  It seems most proper to understand with the verse, “every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).  Water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, respond for calling of repentance, and then, one will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit next.  In the book of John 3:6 Jesus said, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  Flesh cannot be made into spirit.  Receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit is the born of Spirit. The baptism in the name of Jesus Christ is the life change point, accepted and called as children of God.  However, children must be grown.  The Holy Spirit is helping one grow when he or she is willing to follow Jesus and His teaching.  When the baby was adopted, he must be grow into the family, becoming member of family.  Christians are called as member of God’s family no longer belong to the world.  And it must be proved with daily life change. 
Jesus, the Son of God


The book of John starts with introducing of Jesus, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made through Him… in Him was life, and the life was the light of men.” (John 1:1-4)  It is called incarnation of Jesus, the Son of God.  Because all human as finite never can be covered by the infinite, the God, all human affirmations about God end up as questions rather than declarations.   Human mind and spirit found short of at the knowledge of God in the boundaries of all knowledge revealed by God.  Jesus’ incarnation in the human form is the event that God Himself making known to us intends helping human beings to understand His nature, His ways, and His relationship to them. 
   
The book of Mark presents Jesus as a Savior-King who conquers demons, disease, and death focus on the miracle-working of Jesus, instead of His teaching.  Even though Mark emphasis on Jesus’ mighty and miraculous works, he also informed Jesus’ identity as the Son of God. (Mark 1:1, 11, 3:11, 5:7, 9:7, 13:32, 14:61, 15:39)  Mark started his book with simple declaration of the Good News about God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is important to believers that Jesus ministered on the earth as Son of God because believers are also called as children of God, as heir of God’s kingdom.  Children are not under the law.  It is written in the book of Galatians, “Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman the other by a freewoman.  But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through promise” (Galatians 4:22-23) and said, “Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.” (Galatians 4:30; Genesis 21:10)  Believers are children of freewoman not by flesh but with promise, the promise of God, with the Covenant of God, the Jesus Christ.  Children of the bondwoman is to be enslaved to the covenant from Mount Sinai, the Law of Moses.  But for the children of freewoman follow Abraham’s example of faith “born according to the Spirit”.  Thus, believers in Christ must continually stand fast in the liberty not bounded by the Law of Moses. 
   It is certain that believers are under the grace of God not under the Law and no longer called slave of the Law but the sons who possessed liberty, children of God, adopted into His children.
Conclusion


Marie Noonan Sabin in the book, Reopening the Word: Reading Mark as Theology in the Context of Early Judaism, stated “the nurturing aspect of Wisdom is part of her self-articulation as the divine life-force” revealed in the pattern of “life versus death”. 
  The pattern continues on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save or to kill, exorcising and healing, feeding the hungry, to feast than to fast, and the idea of an unclean spirit with the Holy Spirit.  All these words ends at the end of the matter, “life versus death”.  Choosing ‘life versus death’ is daily and every moment decision Christians must make.  It would be easier to make decision in two ways if it is visible.  Because it is invisible, faith is required and the help of the Holy Spirit.  This faith is that Jesus is the way, truth, and the life. (John 14:6)  There is no other way given.  This life is hidden in Jesus.  Whoever believes and baptized will be saved (Mark 16:16) and receive new life.  Life is in God and it is only understood by those who was born in spirit.  And to those, God calls children of God, the glorious name.  Those who have life in them are truly considered God’s family.  

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)  Then, those who was granted the life must remember what Jesus commanded, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” (Mark 16:15-16)  There must not have hesitation because it is matter of life and death and at the same time, it is command to those who first receive grace of God and have life in him.  As Jesus saves those in His will, He will continue His ministry through believer’s life even today by Holy Spirit.  It is God’s will, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)  He desperately want to save and take them back to His house.  They were once created God’s great image but separated from Him due to the sin.  Then how much more He would save those He created in His own hands.  The parable of the Lost Son (Luke 15:11-32) tells that God is still waiting for sons who are lost to be found.  He called them son not servant.  
The death is ultimate challenge to all humankind in the world throughout the history.  The Bible propose the answer and solution of the problem of death.  The Bible l teaches that the problem of death starts with sin and the solution is Jesus.  Just believing in Jesus that He is the Lord died on the cross for sinner was the only assignment God gave to the every humankind.  The history and believers in the history prove that Jesus is the Son of God incarnated in human form on the earth in human history.  Not only history, all God’s creation reveals that God is Creator of all and His is might God and only God.  The Bible testifies that there are unbelief due to the hardened heart.  Because it is beyond human knowledge, the Word is only understood by the help of the Holy Spirit.  Thus, believers carry the Gospel to the world because it is the Great Commission Jesus remained for followers.  But they do not frustrated or discouraged because of people’s unbelief.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit gives knowledge to those who is known to God in His will. Those who are in Jesus now called children of God in His kingdom.  
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