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 Secular Artist singing Gospel Music
This essay will show you why a gangster rapper name Snoop Dogg is releasing his new Gospel album. You will also read about the pros and the cons of the secular artist Snoop Dogg singing gospel music. I will show why I believe that the secular artist are crossing over to the gospel music world. I will share what a few big named Pastors are saying about the crossover into the gospel world of music. In my conclusion I will share what I believe and what the bible says.
According to Rolling Stone Magazine  (Schuster, 2001) “Calvin Cordozar Broadus, Jr better known as Snoop Dogg, whose mother gave him that nickname, was born and raised on the tough street of  Long Beach, California. After graduating for three Snoop was in and out of jail for drug and other crimes.  After three of in and out of jail Snoop began to record underground tapes with a friend rapper Warren G, who subsequently gave a cassette to his brother, N.W.A’s Dr. Dre.” “Twenty years later, Snoop Dogg is an American rapper, singer, songwriter, record producer, television personality and actor. Snoop Dogg career began in 1992 since then Snoop has sold over 35 million albums worldwide.” 
Snoop Dogg is no stringer to controversy. While Snoop is also known for his love for weed smoking, drug dealing, and gangster rapping. According to The LA Sentinel (Dogg, 2018)  Snoop has decided to throw his talent into the gospel arena. When asked how this came about, Snoop said, “This kept weighting on my heart, so I said now is the time.” “If you know anything about Snoop Dogg his music is spiritual in many ways and he has always dibbled and dabbled in gospel world as far as having a message with the music that I make.” “Snoop said he has grab some of the greatest in gospel music who may have been overshadowed or thrown out or looked at crazy a second opportunity to come back and speak volumes for the music in the direction of love.”  
	Snoop Doggs biggest supporter are his fans. With that being said, they are also his biggest critics. Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram are the biggest social media giants in the world. This is where most of the gospel great’s careers were made or destroyed. They use to have judges and award shows to let the world know who would bring home the award. Now, the world judge’s would bring home the award. On You Tube I was able to find one pastor name Scott Hinton, that believes Snoop Dogg album is satanic, he also believes Snoop is a part of the New Age Movement, and snoop is gay. He has 1.7 million people that agree with his views and 534 who don’t. (Hinton, 2018)  
According to the social media giants Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram Snoop Dogg has 77,168,488 fans and growing when combined, this is just for his new gospel album. That’s about three maybe four mega churches maybe more.  It seems the gospel world has accepted Snoop Dogg with open arms. (Dollar, 2018) Mega church Pastor Creflo Dollar of World Chargers Ministries rebukes his church and his TV audience for being critical of Snoop Dogg. Many of the gospel greats Donnie McClurkin, Yolanda Adams, Kirk Franklin, Fred Hammond just to name a few, have congratulated Snoop Dogg and have welcomed him into the faith. Snoops album has 32songs on it and has become the number one gospel album. (Mcdermott, 2018) “Above all, Bible of Love is another argument in favor of Snoop’s impressive longevity, not just as a TV host cooking alongside Martha Stewart, but as one of the most prolific rappers of his generation. Ceding the spotlight to curate a gospel album may seem like a cop-out for an artist wanting to appear to be productive. But Snoop just released his 15th studio album, Neva Left, in May, a collection of original music that was largely praised by critics.”
In conclusion, Secular Artist sing Gospel Music, I don’t have a problem with. Gospel is about Jesus Christ. Does it matter who or how it’s given? Snoop Dogg, has a powerful following over 77 million, just for his gospel album. Just think, how many he might reach as first time listeners of gospel from the gangster side. Luke 9:49-50 says this, “And John answered and said, Master we saw one casting out devils in thy name; and we forbad him, because he followeth not with us. And Jesus said unto him, forbid him not: for he that is not against us is for us.” I have never been a follower of Snoop Dogg gangster rap. However, I do like the song that I heard on his “Bible of Love” album. If we would take the time to listen to the testimony of some of the greatest secular artist, we might hear that they got their start in the church singing gospel music. I believe the crossover back to gospel music came from this scripture Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” A tree will not die unless it roots have been severed. (Schuster, 2001) Snoop stated that he remember what his grandmother telling him he was going to be a preacher. Maybe he heard the call, and now he is answering it. I’m going to pray for Snoop Dogg. And I hope his gospel album leads someone to Christ. One thing the stood out in Snoops interview. “Snoop said he has grab some of the greatest in gospel music who may have been overshadowed or thrown out or looked at crazy a second opportunity to come back and speak volumes for the music in the direction of love.”  
[bookmark: _GoBack]What that tells me is we as believes can us a lesson in love from brother Snoop Dogg. Snoop told Gods remnant to speak love to a hateful, and dying world. It’s sad that we have Christians who criticize a man that’s only showing and sing about love.       
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