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[bookmark: _Hlk503991201]Introduction

The goal of this researcher’s paper is to provide a summary of how I would design a grounded theory research project based on my proposed topic of discussion, gender equality, determine whether grounded theory research is suitable to gender equality, share additional information on selection of participants, data collection, context, reporting and validation and strengths and weaknesses of using the grounded theory research approach.  A grounded theory study’s intent is to move beyond description and to generate or discover a theory, a “unified theoretical explanation” (Corbin & Strauss, 2007, p. 107).  It is important that all of the participants have experienced the same process and according to Creswell and Poth (2018), the development of the theory might help explain practice or provide a framework for further research (p. 82).  According to Strauss and Corbin (as cited in Creswell & Poth, 2018, p. 82), the key idea is that theory development does not come “off the shell” but rather is generated or “grounded” in data from participants who have experienced the process.  Thus, grounded theory according to Creswell and Poth (2018), is a qualitative research design in which the inquirer generates a general explanation of a process, an action, or an interaction shaped by the views of a large number of participants.   	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: It is best to start you paper with an introduction to the topic then discuss the goals. Your paper should include a thesis statement which is the roadmap for your reader. A thesis statement should not be an announcement but rather a statement that consists of two parts. These two parts are the topic of the essay and the main details you plan to explore in the essay. 
[bookmark: _Hlk503989882][bookmark: _Hlk503899701]This researcher’s proposed topic of discussion is gender equality.  Gender equality is a popular topic in the 21st century as it is been examined in science, technology, education, politics and the ministry.  This researcher’s topic of interest in relation to gender equality is “What are the attitudes and perceptions of Beulah Heights University’s students who are taught the importance of global leadership but are not being taught that gender equality plays an important part as well.  If this researcher can be honest, I did not take a class on gender equality as I took the required classes for the Master’s Leadership and Administration program at Beulah Heights University.  It is assumed in many sectors that the gender equality exist and that it is understood but I am afraid that we will find that there needs to be more courses offered on gender equality in order to understand the importance of it and how we can make it applicable in our lives.  Gender equality is simple but yet complex in a male dominated world.  According to Casimir, Chukwuelobe and Collins (2014), gender equality goes beyond biological struggle for sex sameness, rather it is about giving both men and women equal opportunities to contribute to societal development through the recognition accorded to individual expertise, training, education, experience, exposure, abilities and competencies, regardless of the person’s biological sex attributes (p. 169).  Bohnet (2016) convinced this researcher that she manages to convince readers that sexism is still prevalent. Bohnet (2016) also argues that there are better ways and approaches of addressing the issue of gender equality in the contemporary world. 	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: I am a bit concerned that we are this far into the course and you still have not narrowed down your topic of interest. The topic ‘Gender Equality’ is still too broad. Refer back to the residency week in Marietta when I made the recommendation that you should look at the existing body of research on your proposed topic and see what recommendations other authors have for future research studies. Take these recommendations and use this to guide your study. Since gender equality is a hot topic there is information out there. I strongly advice you to narrow your focus this will help you as you progress. 	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: grammar	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: This is a question and not a research problem. Furthermore the question is inconclusive, what are the attitudes and perceptions of these students towards what? Please review this for future papers. 	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: When making statements like this it is best to have one or more sources that provide evidence for this claim. 	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: grammar	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: grammar	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: It would be best to rephrase this statement. Try something like: “Bohnet asserts that sexism is still prvalent”
Figure 4.1-A Flowchart for Assessing Fit of Five Qualitative Approaches With Various Research Needs (Creswell & Poth, 2018, p. 47) is a chart that is used to determine which approach closely fits the aim and research needs of the research problem and research focus.  The researcher’s problem in regard to gender equality in this study is the absence of gender equality courses at Beulah Heights University in the Master’s Leadership and Administration program that focuses more on global leadership, one of the the visions of the school.  This researcher’s focus is equality for women and men in all sectors including the ministry.  After exploring this researcher's research problem and research focus, this study is deemed as suitable and needed according to Figure 4.1.  	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: Correct the citations. 	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: This flowchart that you reference is used when you are trying to find the research approach that best suits your study. Since it has been established that you are to use a particular approach for the purposes of this paper it would not be necessary to include this.
Qualitative Research Approach-Grounded Theory Research
The goal of a qualitative researcher is to explore and provide solutions to a problem.    To conduct grounded theory research, according to Charmaz (as cited in Creswell and Poth (2018), it is recommended to use 20 to 30 individuals in order to develop a well-saturated theory, but this number can be higher (p. 159).  With the cooperation and permission of Beulah Height University, this researcher will use 20 students, 10 male and 10 female participants from the first level of study to the final level of study for this research study from Beulah Heights University’s Master’s Leadership and Administration program but with theoretical saturation as a desired criterion, the final sample size might increase.  The major procedural steps for conducting grounded theory research is shown in Figure 4.4-Procedures for Conducting Phenomenological Research (Creswell & Poth, 2018, p. 89).  The first step is to determine if grounded theory is best suited to study the research problem.  This researcher’s research problem, Why is there an absence of gender equality classes in universities that yet focus on global leadership, and what are the attitudes and perceptions as a result of the absence of it?  This researcher will adopt this approach for use because it is according to Creswell (2018) a good design to use when a theory is not available to explain or understand a process (p. 87).  The second step is focus the interview questions on understanding how the individuals understand the process.  This researcher would ask the 20 participants two questions (p. 87):	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: This is the goal of any researcher. 	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: Heights	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: What do you mean by this?	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: Here I see an application of the research approach. However state this in research terms. Look on page 370 of the text in the study to be used as an example and you will see how the authors explain this process. 	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: Review this information.  	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: This was good reasoning, however you have asked a question and not stated research problem. 
1. What are your thoughts about gender equality and do think the process would be to get the courses approved?	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: This line of questioning is very confusing. 
2. How did it unfold?
The third step is theory-building.  This researcher will use memoing in which will allow me according to Lempert (as cited in Crewell & Poth, 2018, p. 87) to write down ideas about the evolving theory throughout the data procedures in an effort to discover patterns.  The fourth step is structure the various procedures, so therefore this researcher will structure them according to Creswell and Poth (2018) as open, axial or selective coding and follow traditions (p. 87).  The fifth step according to Creswell and Poth (2018) is to articulate a substantial-level theory so therefore this researcher will articulate the theory to explain the process that was the focus of the study (p. 89).  The sixth step is present the theory as a discussion or model.  This researcher will present the theory about implementing the gender equality course to help bring about gender equality awareness to the 20 participants and the advisors of the Master’s Leadership and Administration program.  	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: Please review grammar	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: 	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: You talk about how the author describes memoing but you do not discuss it in relation to your specific topic. 	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: In this entire paragraph I can tell that you consulted the text. The thing that is missing is you ability to relate the information you found in the text to your topic. 
Data collection is drives the research.  As a researcher, it is important to know what kind of data (interviews, surveys, etc.) needs to be collected to drive the research.  Figure 7.1- Data Collection Activities is a guide to every qualitative researcher to assist in a series of activities in the process of collecting data (Creswell & Poth, 2018, p. 149).  This researcher will conduct 1 hour face-to-face interviews, in-depth interviews at my approved site.  Before conducting the interviews, this researcher will explain to the participants that they are participating in a study, explain the purpose of the study, read the consent forms and then obtain their signature.  The research questions will be open-ended so the participants can be free to explore the questions from every imaginable angle.  It is imperative that a phenomenological researcher in pursuit of collecting data to be open to addressing all anticipated and emergent ethical issues that typically relate to three principles guiding research: respect for persons, concern for welfare and justice (Creswell & Poth, 2018, p. 151).  This researcher will adopt the process according to Creswell and Poth (2018) to embed information about the context of the participants’ personal experiences (their jobs, their homes), their culture (racial or ethnic), and their historical contexts (time and place) (p. 72) by using in-depth interviews that may include observations, journals, music, art, taped conversations, formally written responses and vicarious experiences of drama, films, poetry and novels (p. 79).  	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: This was copied directly from the paper you used last week. This week’s paper is regarding grounded theory approach. 	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: This information in the text relates to narrative research. 	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: This information relates to grounded theory research.
Data Analysis 
The basic principles of grounded theory data analysis guided this researcher’s research study on gender equality.  This researcher used microanalysis for all my interviews to ensure according to Creswell and Poth (2018) that no important ideas or constructs were overlooked.  Codes were created for each idea and themes that were found to be similar in nature or related in meaning were grouped together as concepts.  Some of the themes were ‘from local to global’, ‘from ivory tower to business’, ‘from civil servant to excellence’, the ‘entrepreneurial’ and the ‘managerial’ university (Kreissl, Striedinger, Sauer, & Hofbauer, 2015). 	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: This is someone elses themes. Remember you were not asked to come up with any data for this paper. You were asked to describe how you would design the study if you were using the approach. 
After this researcher selected participants, collected data and provided information about the context of data, this researcher will transcribe the data and share the information with the participants in order to validate the data collected.  After the data is validated by the participants, this researcher will form a theoretical framework that was from the concepts with constant comparison being integrated with the relevant concepts as described by Creswell and Poth (2018).	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: While you did state the steps in Grounded Theory Approach as you cited from the text you did not do a good job of explaining how you would design a study using the grounded theory approach. 
Strengths and Weaknesses of Grounded Theory Research
	In examination of grounded theory research, this researcher finds the strengths to be according to Corbin and Strauss (as cited in Creswell & Poth, p. 90) are: 1)  theory can be generated that is relevant to the context of the study and grounded theory provides flexibility for addressing real-world issues.  The weaknesses of grounded theory research according to Creswell and Poth (2018) are: 1) the investigator needs to be able to set aside theoretical ideas or notions so the analytic, substantive theory can emerge and 2) the researcher faces the difficulty of determining when categories are saturated or when the theory is sufficiently detailed. 	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: grammar	Comment by Julian G. Ivey: This was taken from the text. You need to give credit to the author since this was a direct quote and not paraphrased. Consult your APA manual for the best way to cite sources and make direct quotes. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, grounded theory research is useful, yet complex and continues to be applied across varied disciples and professions according to Charmaz (as cited in Creswell & Poth, 2018, p. 90).  Therefore this research approach can be applied to a gender equality research study.  Grounded theory has been accepted and has received greater attention and the more abstract concepts, for example, memoing has been accepted by researchers.  
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Please see my notes in the comments above. This paper really concerns me as you are not making the progress I hoped you would. In our conversation I discussed that the basic idea for all the papers in this course is to use your proposed dissertation topic and demonstrate your understanding of the research approach by writing how you would design the study if you were to use the approach. You failed to do this. You had areas where you were making reference to approaches other than grounded theory and your citations were incorrect in some areas. Please review my comments to see if you can use the feedback to make some improvements. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call or e-mail me. You earned a total of  48 points out of a possible 75. 

Short Paper Grading Rubric

	CATEGORY
	Unacceptable (Below Standards)
	Acceptable (Meets Standards)
	Good  (Occasionally Exceeds)
	Excellent (Exceeds Standards)
	SCORE

	
	70 points
	80 points
	90 points
	100 points
	

	
Subject Matter
	Introduction does not convey topics, subtopics and thesis statement.
Paper is not logically organized and lacks transitions between sentences and paragraphs.
Sources are non-existent or not considered scholarly in nature.
Conclusion does not reiterate and support thesis statement.
	Introduction conveys a topic, vague subtopics, and a general thesis statement.
Paper discusses topics and subtopics but may be poorly organized; student attempts to provide transitions. 
Sources are not peer-reviewed but are generally acceptable.
Conclusion does reintegrate key concepts and reinforces the thesis statement.
	Introduction clearly conveys topic, subtopic, and a general thesis statement.
Paper discusses topics and subtopics and is well organized with clear transitions.
Sources contain some elements of research that support the thesis statement.
Conclusion reflects a strong review of key ideas that clearly relate to the thesis statement.
	Introduction strongly conveys topic, subtopics, and specific thesis statement.
Paper clearly discusses topics and subtopics; it is strongly organized with transitions linking all topics.
Sources contain only peer-reviewed research.
Conclusion strongly reflects key points and integrates these ideas is the thesis statement. 

	100 points

	
	 20 points
	30 points
	40 points
	50 points
	

	
Grammar and Mechanics
	Grammatical errors, punctuation errors, and spelling errors significantly interfere with reading the paper.
	Few grammatical, spelling, and punctuation errors occur in the paper and do not interfere with reading the paper.
	Grammatical, spelling, and punctuation errors occur rarely in the paper and do not interfere with reading the paper.
	The paper is virtually free of grammatical, spelling, and punctuation errors.
	50 points

	
	70 points
	80 points
	90 points
	100 points
	

	
APA Style, Citations, and References
	APA style errors with page format interfere with the reading of the paper.
Paper is informal in tone and word choice.
Errors with in-text citations and Reference page citations significantly detract while reading.
	APA style errors with page format are noticeable.
Paper is occasionally informal in tone and word choice.
Two sources are incorrectly written in either the in-text citations or on the References page. 
	APA style errors with page format are rare.
Paper is written in a scholarly style.
One source is incorrectly written in either the in-text citation or on the References page.
	No APA errors are seen with page format.
Paper is written in a scholarly style.
All sources are correctly written in the in-text citation and on the References page.
	100 points
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