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LEAD 801 Research Designs II – Week 7 Discussion Board Post 
Which approach to analyzing data did you find most interesting? Why?
Dr. Mensah-Dartey and Fellow classmates:
	The approach to analyzing data the author of this writing found to be most interesting was correlational research.  Since correlational research, “describes the linear relationship between two or more variables without any hint of attributing the effect of one variable on another….this method indicates whether variables share something in common with each other” (Salkind 2012, p.203).  The author of this writing found the emphasis placed upon making sure it was clear to the student reader that correlational research does not indicate a causal relationship among variables was an important point to highlight with the student reader (Gaultney & Peach, 2016).  Additionally, the fact that correlational research “can vary from -1.00 to 1.00.  The closer to 0, the less relationship there is between the two variables.  The closer to -1 or 1, the stronger the correlation” (Gaultney & Peach, 2016, p. 123).         
        	The primary basis the author of this writing used for selecting correlational research was it simplicity in application in comparison to the other methods for analyzing data.  Although, regression analysis provides more information than correlational research and examines relationships between one dependent variable and one or more independent variables (Gaultney & Peach, 2016).  When specifically considering regression analysis as a method for analyzing data, there are at least four uses for its application.  Regression analysis can be utilized to: 1) predict future data; 2) tests how effectively a group of predictor variables explain variability in the outcome; 3) help one to determine if one predictor is more significant than another and 4) helps one to determine the degree of influence each predictor has on the outcome (Gaultney&  Peach, 2016). 
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