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Introduction
Statement of the Problem
	Everywhere you look, the 21st century church is criticized from both those that have no intent of ever converting to the one true faith; as well as, those that are within the church body. One of the ongoing debates has been around evangelism. From those outside the church, the argument waged is that Christians are to be silent, tolerant of other views, stop their proclamation of that Jesus is the only way, and to except the postmodern thought processes of "we can only look inward to our inner feelings and try to be true to our real self. Our personal preferences become our guide and tolerance, redefined as "approval," becomes the highest good."[footnoteRef:1] However, one of the attacks or criticisms from within the body of Christ is not necessarily around the meaning of the term "evangelism" or even that it falls somewhere within systematic theology and practical theology[footnoteRef:2]; but, it is our perception of who and how evangelism should be executed in this postmodern culture that the body of Christ finds itself at odds. Thus, the challenges posed by what evangelism should look like in this postmodern culture cannot be dismissed as merely a task with a specific methodology performed by the leader or a select group dubbed as the Evangelism Team within the local church. The issue raised here, is how does one (a leader) both internalize and implement their evangelistic work as an ambassador of Christ along with galvanize all the members of a local church to understand that it is the responsibility of all believers to share the gospel message in a pluralistic culture? With this in mind, in order to obtain a clearer understanding of the topic, the writer of this paper will present a discussion on definitions associated with evangelism, the familiar literary text of the Great Commission, and methodologies associated with implementations of the Great Commission Scripture which will serve as a biblical foundation for developing both the writers personal philosophy of evangelism and a church-based evangelism ministry one year action plan for which the writer currently leads.   [1: 	 Will Metzger. Tell the Truth: The Whole Gospel to the Whole Person by Whole People. 4th. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2012, 26.]  [2: 	William J. Abraham . "A Theology of Evangelism:The Heart of the Matter." Union Seminary Review 48, no. 2 (1994): 117-130.

] 

Statement of the Purpose
	The purpose of the paper is to explain this writers personal philosophy for evangelism and her philosophy for a church-based evangelism ministry. This paper will attempt to provide the reader with a biblical context and theological application of Scripture which supports the writers philosophy for a church-based evangelism ministry. In addition, this writer intends to give further details of a potential action plan that will consider approaches to church-based evangelism that may be utilized to engage all members at New Beginnings Baptist Church of East Atlanta, Inc. over a one year period. 

Methodology and Sources
	The writer of this paper will present her philosophy for a church-based evangelism ministry. Specifically, the writer of this paper will loosely combine two frameworks to support both her personal philosophy for evangelism and a church-based evangelism ministry. First, the writer will conduct a brief exegetical study of the texts associated with Matthew 28:16-20 using Brown's Appendix A: Exegesis Guidelines[footnoteRef:3] which will serve as a framework to exegesis the above-mentioned texts. The frameworks considered will include a brief word study of evangelism,  the historical context and theological context of the Scripture with a careful use of scholarly commentaries, and other works to support the research. Next, Metzger's Biblical Model for Evangelism[footnoteRef:4] will be used to formulate this writers personal philosophy for evangelism along with assisting on identifying which message and methods of engagement should be implemented for evangelism. For example, a brief discussion on the principles associated with the grace message (section two), sections of Part Three: Communicating Truthfully and Lovingly, and Appendix 1 will be utilized to support her philosophy for evangelism. Lastly, the writer will engage in a discussion on how her personal philosophy for evangelism has relevant 21st century implications for this writers potential church-based evangelism ministry one-year action plan.  [3: 	 Jeannine K. Brown, Introduction to Hermeneutics: Scripture as Communication. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007), 276-280.
]  [4: 	 Will Metzger. Tell the Truth: The Whole Gospel to the Whole Person by Whole People. 4th. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2012, 16-22.] 


The Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20)[footnoteRef:5] [5: 	 Archaeological Study Bible, New International Version. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 2005), 1619.] 


16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age.” 

Historical Context

	The other two synoptic gospels, Mark and Luke, both end by reporting the Lord’s ascension.  Matthew makes no mention of the Jesus' ascension and instead, ends his account with the Lord’s final command to go and make disciples from all nations.  Significantly, Matthew ends his narrative of the Lord’s life and ministry where it began, in Galilee of the Gentiles (Matthew 4:25). After His resurrection, Jesus sent the disciples to an designated mountain at an appointed time and promised to meet them there.  Matthew takes his readers back to Galilee to witness Jesus sending His disciples forth again to a new group of people, Gentiles.  In the first sending, they were to extend the offer to all Israel till Messiah came to Jerusalem.  Now they were commissioned to go beyond Israel’s borders to all the nations until Messiah returned to Jerusalem at the end of the age.  Just as all the Jews had been invited to the inauguration of Messiah’s kingdom at His coronation in Jerusalem, so now are all the Gentiles to be invited to enter that kingdom and witness its inauguration at the coronation of Messiah when He returns to Jerusalem.  This time the coronation will actually happen and all the kingdoms of this world will become the kingdom of God’s Son.  The biblical context in which Matthew sets the commission reveals its broader scope – to recruit and prepare disciples for the Messiah’s future kingdom.[footnoteRef:6] [6: 	 Sam Horn. The Context Of The Great Commission. June 18, 2013. http://www.ibmglobal.org/2013/06/18/what-do-we-mean-the-great-commission-pt-2/(accessed April 28, 2018).] 

Theological Context
	Matthew’s Great Commission is deeply rooted in broader theological soil than only recruiting disciples from all the nations for Messiah’s future kingdom.  , suggests the Great Commission has roots that extend in at least four directions which includes the authority of Christ, the priority and promise of Christ for the Gentiles, the purpose of the Father for His Son, and the essence and intent of the Gospel. First, at His resurrection, Christ was restored by His Father to His former authority and upon the ascension, to His rightful place at the right hand of the Father. Deeply rooted in the authority of the risen Christ, the Great Commission is our mandate to go anywhere and to speak to anyone in an effort to compel them to become loyal followers of Jesus Christ.[footnoteRef:7]   [7:  Ibid.] 

	Next, earlier in Matthew, Jesus promised His disciples that He would build His church and would use them as His builders (Matthew 16:13-20). Through them the doctrinal foundation that would govern this new community would be established and articulated.  They would also be the first and perhaps most effective recruiters for this new community.  And they would do so by fulfilling the mandate set for in this Commission.  They were to go to all nations and make disciples.  Paul later clarifies that in addition to those who were “near,” Christ had come to draw those who were “far off” and from these two groups, make a third and new group – the Church (Ephesians 2:11-18).  The eleven men before Him that day were to initiate those new disciples into community life by baptizing them and to help those converts mature into a life-long obedience to the teaching of Christ.[footnoteRef:8]   [8:  Ibid.] 

	Then, Psalm 2 is foundational to much of God’s revelation about His purpose and intent for Messiah.  In this psalm, God announces His plan to install His king in Jerusalem.  He promises this king the nations, even the ends of the earth, for an inheritance. However, by these prophecies, Israel is alerted to God’s intent to include in some fashion the Gentile nations. Jesus appears in Galilee in order to fulfill a messianic promise given about Gentiles (Matthew 4:15-16) to indicate that Messiah’s ministry would offer light and life to both Jew and Gentile in a coming Kingdom promised by His Father. Now, Jesus sends forth disciples to make disciples of the Gentiles until His Kingdom comes.  In this way, on the day Messiah’s kingdom is inaugurated on earth, many Gentiles as well as Jews will enter in as citizens.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Ibid.] 

	In conclusion, the Great Commission is rooted in the essence and intent of the Gospel.  Paul described the gospel of Jesus Christ as the power of God to save from sin anyone who would believe (Romans 1:16).  The reason it has this saving power is that the Gospel reveals a unique righteousness sourced in God that is made available to unrighteous men.  In order for a man to see God and dwell with Him forever, that man must be as righteous as God (Matthew 5:48). Furthermore, the Scripture makes clear that no man has within himself the ability or the propensity to this kind of righteousness (Titus 3:5).  The active obedience of Christ during His life as well as His the vicarious atonement accomplished by His death became the grounds by which God imputes His righteousness to those who believe on Christ.  This is the gospel.  No one comes to God who has not embraced fully the truth about Christ and submitted to His lordship (Romans 1:5; 10:9).  This is in essence, the heart of the Great Commission.  Jesus told His disciples to go and make disciples. As men and women turn to God and are converted, they are willing to be publicly identified as followers of Christ and as they are taught to obey Christ, they will fear, glorify, and worship God acceptably.  The gospel's intent is designed by God to produce qualified worshippers.  The Great Commission seeks to find and form men and women from every nation into such worshippers.[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Ibid.] 


Word Study of Evangelism

	A basic definition for evangelize, evangelism is to proclaim the good news of the victory of God's salvation. "Evangelism" is the noun denoting that activity. This biblical concept is expressed through a Hebrew verb (basar) and a Greek verb and noun (euangelizo [eujaggelivzw] and euangelion [eujaggevlion]).  Euangelion [eujaggevlion] is normally translated "gospel, " denoting the content of the good news. But it can also be a noun of action, describing the activity of telling that news ( eg 1:1 9:14 ; 2 Col 2:12 ; Philippians 1:5 ).[footnoteRef:11] [11: 	 Bible Study Tools. “Evangelize, Evangelism.” Accessed April 20, 2018. https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/evangelize-evangelism. ] 

	 In the Book of Acts, whether as the activity to which God calls a person for lifelong service (Acts 20:24 ; cf. 1:8) or as the result of immediate divine guidance (Acts 15:7 ;16:10), God is the source of evangelizing. The messengers may be apostles or evangelists (Acts 5:42 ; Acts 8:12 Acts 8:24 Acts 8:35 Acts 8:40 ; 15:7 ; 21:8), but not exclusively so. For the early church found the apostles evangelizing in company with non-apostles ( 13:32 ; Acts 14:7 Acts 14:21 ; 15:35 ). Anyone who has received, believed, and experienced the salvation blessings of the good news is qualified to proclaim Messiah Jesus. The response looked for is repentance (Acts 14:15 ) and faith (Acts 8:12 ; 15:7 ).[footnoteRef:12] [12: 	 Ibid.] 

	It should be noted here, Jesus' teaching makes one point about evangelism. World evangelism is the one positive feature of the time between his return to heaven and his second coming ( Matt 24:14 / Mark 13:10 ; Matt 26:13 / Mark 14:9 ): "And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come." World evangelization is certain in its occurrence and universal in its scope. He says the whole inhabited world will be the arena for proclamation and that the witness will be addressed to every ethnic group. The last occurrence of euangelizo [eujaggelivzw] and euangelion [eujaggevlion] in Scripture carries the same teaching (Rev 14:6-7).[footnoteRef:13] [13: 	 Ibid.] 





My Philosophy of Evangelism

	To begin, a philosophy of evangelism must encompass more than what we share; it must include the why. Why do we share? This writer's philosophy of evangelism has been formulated from the historical context of the Bible's Great Commission[footnoteRef:14] and theological application of the theoretical context of the same Scriptures presented earlier in the paper (See Theoretical Context). Also, Metzger's Biblical Model for Evangelism[footnoteRef:15] has been loosely used to help formulate which message and methods of engagement should be implemented for her personal philosophy of evangelism.	  [14: 	 Archaeological Study Bible, New International Version. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 2005), 1619.]  [15: 	 Will Metzger. Tell the Truth: The Whole Gospel to the Whole Person by Whole People. 4th. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2012, 16-22.] 

Biblical Context
	In essence, this writer's philosophy for evangelism is simple and is undergirded by the Biblical Context of the Great Commission found in Matthew 28:16-20.[footnoteRef:16] It is within these Scriptures we find that Jesus gave this command to the apostles shortly before He ascended into heaven, and it essentially outlines what Jesus expected the apostles, and those who followed them, to do in His absence. Thus, this writer's philosophy for evangelism is as follow: As a daily follower of Christ, I am charged with the task of sharing the "good news" of Jesus Christ with everyone that I meet and inviting them to the kingdom of God. As people are converted, I am to baptize them, as well as, disciple them by teaching them to observe all things kingdom as found in Holy Scripture. Why, because the Bible tells me to recruit and prepare disciples for the Messiah's future kingdom.[footnoteRef:17]  [16: 	 Archaeological Study Bible, New International Version. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 2005), 1619.]  [17: 	 Sam Horn. The Context Of The Great Commission. June 18, 2013. http://www.ibmglobal.org/2013/06/18/what-do-we-mean-the-great-commission-pt-2/(accessed April 28, 2018).] 


Theological Application

	From a theological application perspective, many modern interpreters believe that ecclesiology, the doctrine of the study of the church, is the center of the Great Commission found in Matthew 28:19-20. Ecclesiology helps us to understand the role of the church and our role in the church. It teaches us about the ordinances of the church, how church leadership is to be chosen and structured, and what the church is to be doing in regards to believers (worship and discipleship) and unbelievers (ministry and evangelism). A Biblical understanding of ecclesiology would go a long way to correct many of the common problems in churches today. Above all, we must understand that the church is the Body of Christ and that each of us has a specific function and role within that body. It is within this context that we find the role of all believers and a healthy church culture. We see a local church where the individual and the corporate body understand that Jesus had the authority to commission us, that it is the work of all to lean on the power of the gospel message (evangelize) and rely on the power of the Holy Spirit to work through their faithful steps as ambassadors of Christ.[footnoteRef:18] Likewise, The Great Commission clearly includes teaching. We cannot fulfill our mission unless we teach in order to develop mature disciples of Jesus. That is why the Apostle Paul speaks of pastoral ministry being aimed at “the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Eph 4:13). He exhorts pastors to teach sound (healthy) doctrine because healthy doctrine rightly applied produces healthy churches (1 Timothy 1:10; 6:3; Titus 1:9; 2:1). The church cannot maximally glorify God without a sturdy grasp and application of sound doctrine. Any time we teach and apply the doctrine of the Scripture, we are doing theology where God is glorified. Thus, we can surmise that it is not just the work of a faithful few or church's ministers to share the gospel message; but, all Christians are responsible for sharing the gospel message to all people.[footnoteRef:19] [18: 	 J Mack Stiles. Evangelism: How the Whole Church Speaks of Jesus. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2014, 73.]  [19: 	 Packer, J. I. Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2008, 49.] 


Preaching/Teaching Application
	As we revisit the above preceding statement, " We can surmise that it is not just the work of a faithful few or church's ministers to share the gospel message; all Christians are responsible for sharing the gospel message to all people" my question is what gospel message should we be sharing and how to all people? For this writer, the answer to this question may be found in (Metzger 2012) where he concludes that we should engage in sharing a God-centered and Grace-centered message through personal witnessing. Likewise, (Stiles 2014) may provide us with some guidance as that he purports the practice of a healthy whole church culture which speaks of Jesus and shares it as a collective church body is fulfilling the Great Commission as well.[footnoteRef:20] [20: 	 J Mack Stiles. Evangelism: How the Whole Church Speaks of Jesus. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2014, 51.] 

	Next, based on (Metzger 2012) conclusion, this writer has decided that she will teach/share a God-centered gospel centered around the call for all believers to commit to worship and prayer. Worship so their focus will rest on the face of our Savior and prayer for those whom we seek to win, that the Holy Spirit will open their hearts, and as well as pray for ourselves and others as we engage in personal witnessing. We are to specifically pray that the power and authority of the Holy Spirit may rest on us all. According to (Metzger 2012), the connection between worship and evangelism is that it diminishes fear for the believer that wants to be a personal witness and share an authentic God-centered gospel to the non-Christian. Such boldness comes when we have personally experienced God's omnipotence. "It is when we have a real encounter with the Master that we no longer care about the opinions of others...just like David and the woman at the well we must have a "personal encounter with the living God, an encounter leading to love and adoration-to worship...It (worship) changes the focus of attention from the opinions of self and others to the greatness of God and his intoxicating love. Throughout the ages, those who gave up their puny self-centeredness and were caught up in God's work impacted others in evangelism. An experience of worship mobilizes us to witness."[footnoteRef:21]  [21: 	 Will Metzger. Tell the Truth: The Whole Gospel to the Whole Person by Whole People. 4th. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2012, 176-177.] 

	It is our response to his extreme grace which propels us to have an overflow of concern and love for others...we want to see our fellow man and woman to receive the same grace that we have received. Also, this writer will teach there are no super heroes in the Kingdom. All believers are called to share the gospel message that Jesus was given as a ransom for their soul. In an intentional teaching on the doctrines of God, how God is viewed, His view of Humanity, a rightful view of Christ and a right response to Christ will be taught.[footnoteRef:22] Lastly, a whole God-centered gospel message which emphasizes methods of personal (relational) evangelism and service evangelism will be promoted by this writer so that each believer is continuously reminded of their responsibility for sharing the whole gospel message with everyone they meet. [22: 	 Ibid., 87-88.] 

	Likewise, a Grace-centered message will be taught as well. Particularly, a focus on God's sovereign, saving grace. Sovereign, Saving Grace speaks to a uniqueness of God's love for the undeserving, it is the unmerited love of God for those who deserve the opposite. We have forfeited any right to God's love and are living under a Damocles sword of impending judgment. Saving grace is what initiates and secures an individual's salvation."[footnoteRef:23] For example, a brief discussion on the principles associated with the grace message (section two), We are reminded by (Packer 2008)  to become comfortable with the antinomy of divine sovereignty and human responsibility which centers on the presupposition that God is sovereign in salvation. We must honor "...what God does as King and as Judge. Scriptures concerning his Kingship (see Genesis 14:8; 50:20; Proverbs 16:9; 21:1, Matthew 10:29; Acts 9:27-28; Romans 9:20-21; Ephesians 1:11, etc.) teaches that, as King, he orders and controls all things, human actions among them, in accordance with his own eternal purpose...as Judge (see Matthew 25; Romans 2:1-16; Revelations 20:11-13, etc.), he holds every man responsible for the choices he makes and the courses of action he pursues."[footnoteRef:24]  [23: 	 Ibid., 163.]  [24: 	 J. I. Packer. Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2008, 27 .] 

	In addition, we are reminded, if we hear the gospel message and do not respond with a "I yield, I yield, I can no longer live without Jesus serving as my Lord and Savior" then I am found guilty of unbelief (see John 3:18; Matthew 11:20-24; Acts 13:38-41, etc.). Likewise, we must be compelled like Paul to share the gospel message for if we do not then we are "penalized for unfaithfulness"[footnoteRef:25] (see 1 Corinthians 9:16). Thus, as (Packer 2008) suggests and for which this writer does agree, although we cannot save anyone we are reminded that as much as man is a "responsible moral agent, though he is also divinely controlled; man is divinely  controlled, though he is also a responsible moral agent. God's sovereignty is a reality, and man's responsibility is a reality too. This is the revealed antinomy in terms of which we have to do our thinking about evangelism."[footnoteRef:26] (Metzger 2012) further argues that we should see the two (divine sovereignty and human responsibility) as friends working together. In turn, he emphasizes that 1 John 4:19 sums up the love that God has for us, "God chose me first, and this triggered my choice of him. He love me specifically from all eternity, and I, wooed by his prior love, freely love him back. There is an attracting power of God's love. I've come home to my Father's house. I enjoy being a mere human creature before my Creator. First grace, then respond-ability."[footnoteRef:27] [25: 	 Ibid.]  [26: 	 Ibid., 28.]  [27: 	 Will Metzger. Tell the Truth: The Whole Gospel to the Whole Person by Whole People. 4th. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2012, 167.] 

	Next, being filled with the Holy Spirit as proclaimed in Acts 1:8- “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” is critical to our personal evangelism; as well as, the method by which we will engage both long term and short-term relationships.  While there is no perfect method; still, the methods by which you would witness to the four general categories of relationships will vary. But it should be noted here no matter the method, the Holy Spirit should be our primary guide. In addition, the method is more aligned to the type category as well. For instance, although they may have a long term intimate relationship with you the way you interact with this group may be a little different simply because they have more of an intimate access to your faults and may well have to precede any words of witness we can speak.[footnoteRef:28] [28: 	 Will Metzger. Tell the Truth: The Whole Gospel to the Whole Person by Whole People. 4th. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2012, 213.] 

	On the other hand, in terms of the long-term acquaintances, short-term intimate relationships,  and short-term acquaintances the method may be contingent upon rather or not the person is ignorant and indifferent, self-righteous, a synthetic Christian, a deliberate atheists, or a seeker.  An example of witnessing to an ignorant and indifferent unbeliever would require us to present the passage of Scripture found in Luke 12:13-21 and the woman at the well found in John 4. Both of these passages of Scripture would benefit the unbeliever because it will force them to confront their conscious with love. The self-righteous (nonreligious and nominally religious) would require confronting them with their self-righteousness and pride. Scriptures to confront these types would include  Matthew 5:20; 23:25, and Luke 18:9-14. Respectively, these Scriptures demonstrate the difference between external righteousness and sins of the heart along with helping them to understand that their supposed righteousness is only relative.[footnoteRef:29] In regards to the seeker, (Metzger 2012) sees these individuals as those that have become awaken to their need for spiritual solutions. In speaking to their conscious, he suggests sharing with them Isaiah 53, Psalm 51, and John 3 because they are honestly possess some conviction of sin and guilt and these Scriptures along with the Holy Spirit will continue to prompt them for a "human response." [29: 	 Ibid., 214.] 

	Lastly, we are reminded by Metzger that we are responsible for the people we know in secular groups and those we meet while shopping in a store, on a bus, or at the beach. Specifically, he reminds us that we need to be prayerful and intentional in our affinity groups. Likewise, although we may not feel comfortable in witnessing, we are still to be conscious of God's daily providence in bringing each person across our path.
	Although the philosophical pluralists or relativists were mentioned earlier in the paper as a force to contend with outside the walls of the church they have not been mentioned per se since their initial introduction. This relational group could possibly fall within anyone of your long-term or short-term relationships and acquaintances. The question is how do we engage this group which clings to an "ideology that refuses to allow any single religion or worldview to claim an exclusive hold on truth. It denies that there are absolute truths.  It insures that all religions ad worldviews must be seen as equally invalid..its indifference to the truth. It provides a pound of tolerance without an ounce of truth....Philosophical pluralism idolizes tolerance while it eliminates truth, although curiously it also tends to be intolerant of people..."[footnoteRef:30] It is here where this writer will attempt to address the evangelistic stance that believers hold.  [30: 	 Will Metzger. Tell the Truth: The Whole Gospel to the Whole Person by Whole People. 4th. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2012, 190-191.] 

	Based on research there are four principles by which a believer could possibly use to assist with articulating the message of salvation with greater clarity, boldness, and respect with co-workers, neighbors, family, and friends. The four principles listed below provide some encouragement for this spreading the gospel message charge that all believers have been assigned.
	First, Establish absolute truth.[footnoteRef:31] Unless you can establish a common point of agreement, absolute truth, there is no discussion. While our culture vehemently rejects this notion, if you are patient and gracious, you can persuade nearly anyone to adhere to absolute truth. If you enter a phone booth, you cannot dial any set of numbers and get your home. Every residence and business has a separate number that must be dialed to reach that location. If you want to drive your car to California, you cannot drive down any road that strikes your fancy, make any turn you want, get on any interstate that looks appealing, and arrive at your intended destination. If you have a headache, you cannot take any medicine you want to find relief. Some pills might help; others might kill. There is not a single area of life in which you can make any choice you want from a wide array of options and achieve the same result or experience. Nevertheless, truth is narrow. Most major religions attempt to answer the question, “How can a person have a right relationship with God?” However, our culture is attempting to move the answer to that question from the arena of objective truth (such as state capitals) to the arena of opinion (such as comparable temperatures). This means that anyone who tries to shift answers from the realm of opinion back to the realm of objective truth will be regarded as being as intolerant as a person who tries to impose his opinions about the temperature, music, or politics on others.  [31: 	 Bible.org, “The Scandal of Christianity: John 14:6,” accessed December 1, 2017, 
https://bible.org/seriespage/5-scandal-christianity-john-146#P24_10439.] 

	Secondly, affirm Christ’s claim about Himself. [footnoteRef:32]Christians do not affirm the necessity of faith in Christ alone because they are bigots, but because He left us no option. To say less than He said is to be disloyal to Him. To say something contrary to what He said is to be disobedient to Him. When coworkers, classmates, neighbors, family, and friends object to our belief in Christ alone, we must gently insist, “Your argument is with Jesus and the Bible, not me. I am a mail carrier. I just deliver the mail. I do not write the mail or send the mail. I simply deliver it.” We must tell people that Jesus Christ claimed, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through me” (John 14:6). This message is not going to be popular, but we must still affirm Jesus’ claim about Himself. Since we have staked our eternal destiny on Jesus’ words and works, we must love people in our lives enough to tell them the good news of the gospel. Will they reject us and potentially persecute us? Yes, but remember the words of Jesus: “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matt 5:10–12). Persecution will come, but so will reward, and in the end, being bold for Christ will be more than worth it.  [32: 	Bible.org, “The Scandal of Christianity: John 14:6,” accessed December 1, 2017, 
https://bible.org/seriespage/5-scandal-christianity-john-146#P24_10439.] 

	Next, learn from religious devotees.[footnoteRef:33] How many ears do you have? How many mouths? It is likely that you should listen twice as much as you talk. Yet, too many Christians seem to be all mouth and no ears. We talk, but we don’t listen. Or we listen just to have an excuse to talk some more. While we appear to be listening we are thinking of what we’re going to say next. We need to recognize that the only way we will be able to influence people of other worldviews is by showing kindness and building rapport. We need to ask questions, seek understanding, and find whatever common ground we can. We aren’t compromising our Christianity by showing kindness to followers of other religions. But we may see God open doors that otherwise would not be open. [33: 	 Ibid.] 

	Finally, refuse to be intimidated.[footnoteRef:34] Christianity has been given a terribly bad rap. While we may be exclusive in our claim that Jesus Christ is the way to God, many other faiths are exclusive as well. Muslims cannot tolerate disagreement with the Koran. Buddhism does not accept the Hindu scriptures and the Hindu caste system. Hinduism does not accept views of life that do not include Karma and reincarnation. Atheists cannot accept any belief in God. Of course, only Christianity is persecuted for its “intolerance.” Many Christians are bothered by this, but this is one of the reasons we know that Christianity is true. Satan knows that Jesus is the way and the truth and the life and that no one comes to the father but through Him. Consequently, he is pulling out all the stops in an attempt to destroy Christianity.  [34: 	 Ibid.] 

					
21st Century Application
Future Evangelism Efforts

	What follows next is a potential church-based evangelism action plan that may be utilized to engage all members at New Beginnings Baptist Church of East Atlanta, Inc. over a one year period. The plan incorporates a vision for the ministry, along with a philosophy for evangelism that the church should adopt which incorporates which message and methods of engagement should be implemented for evangelism.
Church's Vision Theme/Scripture:	

Bearing Much Fruit in an Urban Desert (John 15:1-8)

Vision: 
	
We see...500 Jesus abiders with helping hands bearing fruit in dry places while expanding the Kingdom of God. 
Church Mission:	

We are...Glorifying God and Discipling the Next Generation to Be the Church.

Summary:

	While our church is located in East Atlanta and surrounded by the highly educated, thriving, and dynamic culture of Atlanta there still exist a dichotomy within and outside the walls of our sanctuary. Yes, we are a multi-generational congregation with active ministries; however, we have become sterile with evangelism and have not truly tapped discipleship aquifers that exist within our own church walls. We must share the power of the gospel outside the walls in an effort to bridge this cultural disunion. 
	So we declare, we will turn sand into land, moving past our fears or reservations about cultural/social differences and accelerate refreshing and practical ways of living out our faith. We will be Harvest Fruit Bearers to our neighbors (John 15:1-8, Matthew 7:17-20, Galatians 5:22-23). Strengthened through our common worship and group engagement, we intend to be difference makers in our local church, community and world through three key areas of focus: internal revitalization, eradicating hunger and lack of knowledge.
One year Evangelism Action Plan

	In our first year, we will focus on revitalization of our evangelism and discipleship department. Specifically, we will focus on creating a culture where every believer clearly understands that each individual is charged with the Great Commission mandate found in Matthew 28:19-20 "To go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen." Thus, our mission of Glorifying God and Discipling the Next Generation to be the Church will resonate more with our members because of our intentionality of fulfilling "God's strategic plan for evangelism with one overarching mission to go to all peoples to make disciples, teaching them to obey everything Christ has commanded...as simple as this sounds such a mandate takes all of us a lifetime to live."[footnoteRef:35]  [35: 	 J Mack Stiles. Evangelism: How the Whole Church Speaks of Jesus. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2014, 66-67.] 

	As a part of this plan, we want to initiate three 90-day initiatives that focuses on raising the "missional intensity"[footnoteRef:36] of our 4x4 Harvest Fruit Bearer members. Each 90-day initiative will phase in both God-centered and Grace-centered evangelism methods with embedded checkpoints that will encourage each ministry in our multi-generational church to focus on evangelism and/or discipleship. [36: 	Will Mancini and Warren Bird,. God Dreams: 12 Vision Templates for Finding and Focusing Your Church's Future. Nashville, Tennessee: B & H Publishing Group, 2016.] 


First 90 days

Christian Education Department
· Develop twelve weeks' worth of preaching, with sermon based God-centered and Grace-centered evangelism and discipleship content 
· Seek out God-centered and Grace-centered curriculum to assist with embedding the necessary Scripture-based evangelism and discipleship training for the 4x4 Harvest Fruit Bearers into bible studies for Grow Groups, and fifty-two weekly digital devotionals on-line through You-Tube. As we look for curriculum we will intentionally seek out curriculum that will teach us how to share Christ in a pluralistic society and address authentic conversion that leads to involvement in justice issues.[footnoteRef:37]  [37: 	 Will Metzger. Tell the Truth: The Whole Gospel to the Whole Person by Whole People. 4th. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2012, 230.] 


Second 90 days

Christian Education Department
· Develop and implement plan to create a multi-generational mentoring program with training manuals. In particular, the focus of the training manual is on God-centered discipleship. 
· Seek outside vendors for training our members on how to engage in personal witnessing. After our members are taught on the process of "the how" we want to actively engage in the process immediately following a morning worship service or Saturday training. As a part of this process we will implement an All Members Drive. 
· All Members Drive will Raise the "missional intensity" of our Harvest Fruit Bearers by helping all members implement a monthly "Tapping Aquifers"  30316 concentric-circle ministry* area blitz (contact evangelism)[footnoteRef:38]. During these blitzes, members will gather at a central location in the 30316 concentric-circle and then pair with a partner to engage in God-centered evangelism and/or Grace-centered evangelism which we believe will lead to authentic conversion. *Jerusalem (our church) and Judea (two local Preschools), Samaria (F. L. Stanton and one elementary school TBD), ends of the earth (Ghana, Africa) (Acts 1:8). [38: 	 Ibid., 258.] 


Third 90 days

Christian Education Department
· Develop and implement plan to create a leadership pipeline program with processes for becoming a new member partner and how to assimilate new members into the 4G cycle
Outreach/Evangelism Team
· Continue to help our Harvest Fruit Bearers members implement the monthly "Tapping Aquifers"  30316 concentric-circle ministry area blitz.  While one of our long range goals is to participate in long term-mission assignments. We want to first begin to engage all of our members in local short-term mission assignments. This initiative will begin with a revitalization of our current " Taking it to the Streets" campaign where we feed homeless families at Genesis Shelter, Inc. along with distribute food and care packages to the homeless in the city of Atlanta.  Particularly, we will not just distribute food and care packages, we want to intentionally engage in grace-centered evangelism though purposeful conversation or personal witnessing.[footnoteRef:39] [39: 	 Will Metzger. Tell the Truth: The Whole Gospel to the Whole Person by Whole People. 4th. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2012, 227.] 

Music and Arts Ministry
· Develop and implement plan that will incorporate music and the arts to support Evangelism and Discipleship during our weekly Worship Services. The intentionality of embedding music and arts as a part of the God-centered evangelism and discipleship process stems from our need "for worship to fuel mission. Passion for God in worship precedes the offer of God in preaching. You can't commend what you don't cherish...delivered from worrying about others' opinions, they (God-centered evangelists) act for an audience of One."[footnoteRef:40] Furthermore, (Metzger 2012) presses that there must be a reprogramming of Christians to experience the ruling God through worship which will lead to a believers recognition that much of what we call evangelism training focuses on me-centered techniques and a re-shaped gospel emphasizing only "what's in it for me[footnoteRef:41]" mentality. [40: 	 Ibid.,182-183.]  [41: 	 Will Metzger. Tell the Truth: The Whole Gospel to the Whole Person by Whole People. 4th. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2012, 184.] 


Final 90 days

· Finally, it is our belief that our 4x4 Harvest Fruit Bearers in one year will have intentionally built  four new relationships for the sake of the gospel every four months, that's 12 people for every Jesus abider to have witnessed to about the saving grace of a sovereign God. These members would have developed an evangelistic way of life where they are more friendlier, listen more carefully, ask more leading questions, share their faith boldly. These 4x4 Harvest Fruit Bearers we believe will take advantage of these newly formed relationships and help them understand various points of the gospel. They will also then show the difference Christ makes in their life and this showing will over time stir their conscious.[footnoteRef:42]   [42: 	 Ibid., 227.] 


						
Conclusion

	In conclusion, this paper has attempted to answer the question of how does one (a leader) both internalize and implement their evangelistic work as an ambassador of Christ along with galvanize all the members of a local church to understand that it is the responsibility of all believers to share the gospel message in a pluralistic culture? With this in mind, in order to obtain a clearer understanding of the topic, the writer of this paper presented a discussion on definitions associated with evangelism, the familiar literary text of the Great Commission, and methodologies associated with implementations of the Great Commission Scripture served as a biblical foundation for developing both the writers personal philosophy of evangelism and a church-based evangelism ministry one year action plan for which the writer currently leads.  
	This writer hopes that she has shown how two loosely combined frameworks can help develop a personal philosophy for evangelism and a church-based evangelism ministry. This paper further attempted to demonstrate that it is the specific and direct command of the Lord Jesus Christ to all believers that we are to go into the world just as He was sent by His Father to tell the Good News of God’s offer of salvation to all through Christ. Also, she hopes that she has shown that the believer needs to be empowered by the Holy Spirit if they are to implement the Acts 1:8 command of expanding the gospel to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Lastly, it is the hope this writer has demonstrated that the God-centered and Grace-centered message must be shared with non-believers and that no matter what method a believer or group of believers choose to engage, personal witnessing is a charge given to all believers by which we engage the non-Christian in this pluralistic society.
	Finally, someday the trumpet will sound, and, with all His hosts, the Son of Man shall descend from heaven in trailing clouds of splendor. Such a theology puts a spring in the step and a song in the heart. For whatever may come in our present experience, however agonizing the sufferings of the world, we know that God is working through every circumstance to accomplish His purpose. So rather than be distracted by the struggle, let us fix our attention upon the victory. The King is coming. While it does not yet appear what we shall be, "we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is" (1 John 3:2). With this vision ever before us, let us go forth to proclaim the gospel of the Kingdom.[footnoteRef:43] The Lord God Almighty reigns, and in Him we too are more than conquerors. Life’s biggest decision is what you do with Jesus and how you proclaim Him to a lost and dying world. [43: 	 Robert Coleman. A Theology of Evangelism. Springfield, MO: The General Council of the Assemblies of God, Fall 1980.] 
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