Going Global by Carl Ellis- Chapter 3
African Presence in the Bible 

While it is seldom mentioned African Americans have a rich African history in the Bible. When the Bible mentions Ethiopians it means black skinned kinky haired people who look very much like those who were forced into slavery and brought to America. When Jesus stumbled under the weight of the cross, Simon a black man from Cyrene, Africa was forced to carry it the rest of the way (Luke 23:26). On the day of Pentecost people from Africa were among those who heard the gospel and were converted (Acts 2:15-12). The New Testament Church had many African members including Simeon who was called the Black man and Lucius the Cyrenian (Acts 13:11).
	North Africa became the center for Christianity during the first centuries. Historically, it was Black people--North Africans—who carried the gospel to Europe when Europeans were still living in caves. 




Early Christian Scholars like Augustine Tertullian, Athanasius, and Origen were Africans. Because they were brown-skinned North Africans not Black sub-Saharan Africans, these theologians were classified as Caucasian by some. However if these same young men were brought to America they would have been identified as Black. 
Goals of African American Missions
 Throughout the 18th century there was considerable African American missions presence in Africa and other parts of the world (see Appendix). During this time there was also a developing European Colonial presence in sub-Saharan Africa whose interest was primarily commercial. Therefore they did not pay much attention to the efforts of African American missionaries. 
Black missionaries in Africa during this time operated under the banner of what has been called the 3 C's: Christianity Commerce and Civilization. (I should quickly add that in those days civilization was defined as American cultural norms.)

Their first purpose was to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ and major strategy they employed was to establish Christian communities in the target mission fields. Paul Cuffey, for example, was the first African American to lead such a missionary effort in Africa.  He was a wealthy Quaker sea-captain and a strong Christian from Boston Massachusetts. In 1815, Cuffy organized, led and personally financed the emigration of 38 African Americans to Sierra Leone West Africa, 

They were followed by hundreds of others including Lott Carey and Colin Teague both Baptist ministers. Later Carey moved to Liberia where he became a key leader in the Christian community. He was the organizing pastor of the First Baptist Church in Liberia the Providence Baptist Church in Monrovia. The Lott Carey Foreign Missions Convention, a strong supporter of Christian missions work worldwide was founded 60 years ago after his death in 1826. It bears his name because of the significant missions work accomplished in advancing the Great Commission of Jesus Christ. Others like Daniel Coker, an AME Bishop came to Africa in 1820 and ministered in Liberia and Sierra Leone. 

The second purpose of African-American missions to Africa was connected with commerce. These missionaries brought with them an empowerment approach of community development. A major spokesman of this movement was Reverend Alexander Crummell. For him economic development in Africa was an essential part of missions. He believed the prosperity of Africa would be assured if its natural resources and wealth were properly developed and controlled by its own people. Of course the colonialists wanted all the resources of Africa for their own countries (and there was a major clash). 

The third purpose of African-American missions was to promote civilization. This is where I believed missionaries fell short. In those days civilization was defined as American civilization and this caused tension between some missionaries and the African people. However it must be said that African American missionaries did an outstanding job of promoting economic development and preaching the Gospel of Jesus in Africa.
Devastating Developments in Africa and America
The mid 1800 witnessed three developments profoundly affected the African situation.  They were: (1) the industrial revolution in Europe; (2) the development of the ocean-going steam ship and (3) opening of the Suez Canal in 1869.  With the increased need of raw materials and greater access to them, European colonial activity in sub-Sahara intensified. As a result the colonialists began to fight among themselves over territory and rights to the vast resources of the African continent. The British were disputing with the Dutch who were disputing with the French who were disputing with the Belgians and so on. Eventually the colonialists got tired of fighting each other. Portugal proposed an international conference to resolve these and other issues. In response German Chancellor Otto von Bismarck convened the Berlin Conference in 1884 in 1885. In this meeting the colonial powers carved up sub-Saharan Africa. Sadly not one African was present at this meeting where the attendees drew political boundary lines that disregarded the tribal and national groupings of African people 

These changes in colonial policy were accompanied by radical changes an attitude towards the people of Africa, As a result, the aims of the African American missionaries were in conflict with the aims of the colonialists. The anti-colonial stance of these missionaries was seen as an obstacle to the commercial interests of the colonial powers. Therefore these missionaries were marginalized. Some came under persecution, some were jailed others were expelled from the colonies. To make matters worse the colonial administrations denied entry to new African American missionaries. 

Within a few years the entire African American missions movement in colonial Africa was devastated. This also had several negative effects: (1) the church associated with missions with trauma; (2) the church suffered missions amnesia as people stopped sharing our missionary history and (3) by the early 20th century the church gave up on mission efforts outside of the country.  As a result our mission history was lost inside of a generation and the missions consciousness of the African American church was practically obliterated. During those years the status of Blacks in America also began to deteriorate with the appalling rise of bigotry and inhumane treatment. For example in the south in 1870 if I demanded respect from a white person I’d get it. However in 1890 in the same situation I would probably be swinging from a tree within about two hours -- a victim of lynching. 

After the Post-Civil War Reconstruction period ended white supremacy was reestablished in the South by various means including terrorism. Many believed the former slaves had made too much progress too fast. Thus, Southern States created a racial caste system through segregation by way of creating Black codes in 1865 (state laws that enforce racism). After getting freedom and the right to vote African Americans were stripped of their civil and voting rights through devices such as literacy tests, the poll tax, the grandfather clause and terrorist attacks by the Ku Klux Klan. Even the federal government participated in injustice. The US Supreme Court declared the Civil Rights Act of 1865 unconstitutional. In 1896, the high court ruling in the Plessy vs Ferguson case affirmed the principle of “separate but equal.”
Current African American Missionary Efforts 
The late 1960s saw the rise of the Black Consciousness movement. With it came a renewed interest in our black history and tracing our African roots. Though it did not catch on immediately in most church circles, by the 1980s African identity was embraced by most African American Christians. Church choirs began to Adorn their robes with kente cloth. Others began to take a keen interest in the black presence in the Bible. The advent of the jumbo jet made travel abroad more affordable and more accessible. The increased interest in Africa was accompanied by an increased frequency of African Americans traveling to the Motherland and other overseas destinations. All these factors and more contributed to a real awakening of interest in global missions in general and African missions in particular.

 Today African American Christians are participating and short-term missions. Black churches across the country are developing partnerships with churches in Africa. Many of us are discovering that the church around the world is anxious to hear our story-- how God has brought us “from a mighty long way”. 
Could we be on the verge of a great missions movement emerging from the African American Church? If these are indeed the last days, could God be calling us to play a key role in preaching the gospel of the Kingdom in the whole world as a testimony to all nations (Matthew 24:14) It is not enough for us to just celebrate these possibilities we must act wisely on them. We must learn from wisdom of forefathers (and foremothers) and be willing to learn from those God sends us to. For this is what the Lord has commanded us: “I have made you a light for the nations that you may bring salvation to the ends of the Earth” Acts 13:47
Quoted from. Going Global: Beyond the Boundaries by Carl F. Ellis Jr., Urban Ministries, 2005. pp.21-26
DISCUSSION: Is the Great Commission for Whites only? If not, then what do we do? The challenge of the 20th and 21st century is that African-Americans are largely absent from the mission fields. According to the 2007 African American Missions Mobilization Manifesto by Columbia International University, Blacks make up less than one percent of the total number (118,600) of U.S. missionaries. Possible reasons?
· The development of quinine in the twentieth century to fight malaria reduced the fears of Whites going to Africa. This discovery reduced the needs on one of the primary fields that Blacks were recruited to serve. 

· The Student Volunteer Movement, the chief recruiter of missionaries, work primarily at colleges and universities where blacks were least likely to be found.  

· The lack of money caused a drop in the ability of many African American churches to support missions. (The independent black churches grew from 30,000 to over 4 million members.  This contributed to the decline in black missionaries as African-Americans were cut-off from the mainline sending denominations.)
· Paternalism of the Whites on the mission field caused less interest by Blacks working under white missionaries. 
· Some African-Americans were not welcomed in some countries for political reasons. 
· Growing black materialism choked off concern for missions.  
· More blacks interested in the ministry stayed at home to serve the needs of their own communities
 
APPENDIX
CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN MISSIONARIES
18th Century

1775. John Marrant, a free black from New York City, who was already ministering cross-culturally, preaching to Native Americans carried the Gospel to the Cherokee, Creek, Catawar, and Housaw Indians.

1782. George Liele, a former pastor of First African Baptist Church Savannah, Georgia, upon hearing that the British were declaring peace with the colonies, indentured himself to a British officer in order not to be re-enslaved by his former master’s heirs.  He and his family moved to Kingston, Jamaica.  After two years he had paid back his indenture and was able to devote all of his energy to preaching.  With four other former American slaves, he formed the First African Baptist Church of Kingston.  In ten years the church grew to over 500 members.  George Liele is considered to be the first American missionary.
David George, of the Silver Bluff, South Carolina Baptist Church was the first black Baptist church in America.  David traveled to Nova Scotia and ministered to blacks in exile there.

Brother Amos, a member of the Savannah, Georgia church sailed for the Bahamas and planted a church in New Providence that grew to 850 members by 1812.
1783. Moses Baker and George Gibbons, are both former slaves, who left America to become missionaries in the West Indies.

1790.  Prince Williams, a freed slave from South Carolina, went to Nassau, Bahamas where he started the Bethel Meeting House.

1792.  David George, also traveled with 12,000 black settlers to Sierra Leone, West Africa.
19th Century

1801.  Prince Williams and other Blacks organized the Society of Anabaptists.  Subsequently, 164 Baptist churches were planted in the Bahamas.
1815. Lott Carey, was born a slave in Virginia and was America’s first missionary to Africa.  He became the pastor of the 800 member African Baptist Church in Richmond, Virginia and let in the formation of the Richmond African Baptist Missionary Society.  Carey and his wife, teamed up with Colin Teague and his wife and son, sailed for Sierra Leone.  After establishing their mission among the Mandingoes, Carey moved to Liberia.

\

1818.  John Stewart, a free-born black from Virginia was converted at a camp meeting.  He went to the Wyandot Indian reservation in Ohio, where he met Jonathan Pointer, a black who had been taken prisoner in his youth by the Wyandots.  Pointer knew the Indian language, so he became an interpreter for Stewart.  
In 1818, Stewart’s ministry came to the attention of the Ohio Methodists, who licensed him to preach.  John Stewart’s ministry among Native Americas is considered to be the actual beginning of Methodist Missions in America,

1819.  Methodist Episcopal Church officially formed a missionary society among Native Americans    


1820 to 1860.  The primary sending group was the American Colonization Society, which returned American Blacks to Liberia.

1821.  Daniel Coker went to West Africa with the first group sent out by the American Colonization Society

1823. Betsy Stockton applied to the American Board of Missions and went to Hawaii. She is recognized as the first single woman missionary in the history of modern missions. She served as a domestic assistant and conducted a school. Prior to going to Hawaii, she lived in the household of the president of Princeton College and while there had read extensively in his library. She was well qualified to teach
1826.  Lott Carey, had formed a missionary society in connection with his church in Monrovia.

1827.  Scipio Beanes sailed for Haiti. 
1836.  The Providence Missionary Baptist District Association was formed, one of at least six national organizations among Negro Baptists who sole objective was African missions.

1849.  Robert Hill was sent to Liberia by the Southern Baptist Convention.
 
1860 to 1877.  General missionary activity increased after the Civil War, as the number of free Blacks greatly increased from 68,000 to over 665,000.  The gains made in education, politics, and civil rights began to manifest themselves on the mission field.
 
1883.  William Colley and five others left Virginia for Liberia.

1886.  Twelve of the thirteen Presbyterian USA staff in Liberia were Blacks. Also Blacks serving under the  Protestant Episcopal Church outnumbered Whites by 21 to 5 in 1876.
 
1890.  William Henry Shepard, traveled 900 miles inland in the Congo as he was liked by the Africans and became skilled in their language.  He also became a teacher and preacher who offered medical aid and he ransomed slaves.
1894.  Mary Tearing at the age of 56 left America for the Congo. Because of her age, she was not accepted for support, so she sold her house, used her savings, and raised $100/month from local church women and traveled to the Congo.  She was instrumental in starting homes for girls and young women.  Her work was so exceptional that within two years she was receiving full support from her board.
 Source
· Adapted from paper “The History of American Black Missionaries”, by Larry Filbert, Robert Mosely, Richard Smith, and Frans Van der Heever of Ken Mulholland, dean of Columbia (SC) Biblical Seminary and Graduate School of Missions.
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