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Thesis:
This paper will seek to provide an epigrammatic walk through the development of Christology in early church history. This journey will begin with the apostolic fathers to current.  Since the fact that throughout church history Christology was developed along with the struggles of heretical thoughts, this paper will recapitulate historical and modern controversies to support a Christological foundation. The study of Christ throughout church history is very significant to understanding where the church is now and remains alive with many issues and questions.
I. Introduction
	The doctrine of Christ’s divinity is the core of Christian doctrine; it is the historical foundation of the church triumphant.  To comprehend the purpose of the church, we must understand the development of Christology in the early church to present.  Jesus Christ is the central figure of Christianity and he is revered by most Christian churches as the Son of God and the living form of God in flesh. The main sources of information regarding Jesus' life and teachings are found in the Bible, particularly in the three synoptic gospels.  Much is to be known about the life of Christ as one must explore spiritual and natural aspects of his life. To understand Christ’s divinity is to understand God’s incarnation and purpose among humanity. The life of Christ plays a major role in History and the future of the church. History has proven and unchanging Christological of truth that has been consistent throughout time. The development of Christology in the church has great implications for the church as we know it today. Future creation can rest on the redemptive of Christ on the cross as it provides hope and grace to those that believe. Christ is the promised Messiah and extends his plan for all creation both Jew and Gentile, through his establishment of church. This paper will be structured to discuss the following characteristics of Jesus’ servitude and the applicable teachings it has for Christian leaders. First, Jesus led by serving and meeting the needs of others. Secondly, Jesus led by being a man of his word, he did not just talk the talk; he performed according to his word. His action was a part of his compassionate character. Lastly, Jesus led by becoming the ultimate sacrifice. In keeping with the thesis, the paper concludes by drawing out the implications of the principals of servitude and leadership that Jesus modelled for our example as Christian leaders.
II. Early Doctrines and Heresies  
III. Gnosticism and Monarchianism
IV. The Arian Controversy
V. The Christological Controversies
1. The Appollinarian Controversy (AD 362-381)
2. The Nestorian Controversy (AD 428-431)
3. The Eutychian Controversy (AD 449)
4. The Council of Chalcedon (451 AD)
a. Aftermath of Chalcedon

VI. The Communication of Idiom

VII. Conclusion




















 (WORKING) BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Berkhof, L., The History of Christian Doctrines, London: Banner of Truth Trust, 1969.

Burns, Patout, Lectures of “The Formation of Christian Tradition” in Vanderbilt Divinity school, 2004 Fall.

Clement, “The Second Epistle of Clement”, http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/2clement.html (Nov. 2002)

Ferguson, S. B. and Wright, D. F., Ed., New Dictionary of Theology, England: Inter-Varsity Press, 1988

Historical Document, “The Creed of Nicea”, http://www.gospelcom.net/chi/GLIMPSEF/Glimpses/glmps088.shtml (Nov. 2002)

Historical Document, “The Nicene Creed”, http://www.reformed.org/documents/nicene.html (Nov. 2002)

Historical Document, “Dogmatic Definition of the Council of Chalcedon”, http://www.ewtn.com/faith/teachings/incac2.htm (Nov. 2002)

Hyppolitus, “Refutation of All Heresies”, Book VII, Chapter XXIII, http://www.webcom.com/~gnosis/library/hyp_refut7.htm (Nov. 2002)

Ignatius, “The Second Epistle to the Ephesians”, http://www.ccel.org/fathers2/ANF-01/anf01-25.htm (Nov. 2002)

Justin Martyr, “The First Apology of Justin”, http://www.ccel.org/fathers/ANF-01/just/justinapology1.html#Section46 (Nov. 2002)

McGrath, A. E., Ed., The Christian Theology Reader, Oxford and Cambridge: Blackwell, 1995.

Melito of Sardis, “Prayer in Praise of Christ”, http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/pray0247.htm (Nov. 2002)

Tertullian, “Against Praxeas”, http://www.ccel.org/fathers/ANF-03/tertullian/part2/against_praxeas.html (Nov. 2002)





