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Introduction of Argentina
	Argentina is the eighth largest country in the world, and the second largest in South America. The people there consider their culture as being more European than Latin American.  Argentine customs, traditions, and celebrations are influenced mostly by their European religious practiced in their country, along with political influences. To be honest, I selected this country because it was first on the list to choose from and because it sits at the bottom of the South American continent where their seasons are opposite from North America’s. I saw a show on the Travel channel about Argentina awhile back and thought how I would love to travel there one day if I ever get the chance. I do not have any family or friends who live or who have traveled to this country, so other than this research, I have no personal references to learn about this country. Now, let me share with you what I have learned about Argentina.

Country Profile
Location:
	Argentina is a beautiful country that sits at the most southern end of the South American continent. Argentina is the eighth largest country in the world and is one third the size of the USA. It is bordered by five countries, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, and Uruguay along with the Andes Mountains and the South Atlantic Ocean.  Geographic coordinates are 34 00 S, 64 00 W.  Argentina’s landmass covers 2,780,400 sq. km. It consist of a vibrant coastline to the east, the rich plains of the Pampas in the northern half, flat to rolling plateaus of Patagonia in the southern half, and the rugged Andes Mountains along the western border (CIA, 2018). 
Climate:
	The climate varies from extremely hot temperatures in the northern areas closest to the equator in their summer months of December through March, to sub-anarchic temperatures at its southern most point during their winter months of June through September.   Argentina suffers from extreme temperature ranges, heavy rainfalls, tornados, heavy snowfall, earthquakes, volcano eruptions, and coastal flooding.  
Population:
	According to the USA’s Central Intelligence Agency, Argentina has an estimated population of 44,293,293 (July 2017 est.), with 92% of the population living in urban areas of the country.  There are an almost equal number of males to females in every age group.	
Racial and Ethnic Make-up:
	Argentines are very proud of their culture and country. 97% are of European decent, and seem to identify themselves as such (WorldAtlas.com). Argentines identify as European mostly of Spanish and Italian descent, and Mestizo which is a mixture of  European and Amerindian ancestry 97.2%, Amerindian 2.4%, and African 0.4% (2010 population est.) (CIA 2018).  “Argentines are a nation of Italians who speak Spanish and think they’re British living in Paris (eDiplomat).”  Honor and family are highly valued; respect and responsibility for each member is held by all.  According to WorldAtlas.com, Argentina is predominantly Roman Catholic with 92% of the population identify as such, but less than 20% are actually active.  Other religions include Protestant 2%, Jewish 2%, and others at 4% (CIA 2018).
Holidays Observed:
	Argentina observes holidays that are centered on mainly holy days such as Christmas and Good Friday, others are based on political and historical events  such as National Flag Day, Truth and Justice Memorial Day, and May Day Revolution. Some are international holidays like Christmas, New Year’s, and Independence Days.  Non-Catholic holidays include Ramadan, Passover, and others such as Mother’s and Father’s Days (USAToday.com, n. d.).  There are also several festivals that are celebrated around the country by the public as well. It would seem there is always something to celebrate.
Main Points of Interest:
	Argentina has many attractions to suit everyone taste from colorful towns with beautiful beaches such as Mar del Plata and Puerto Madryn.  Bariloche is a Swiss-style town with many chocolate shops surrounded by lakes and snow-capped mountains.  Mendoza is Latin America’s largest wine producing region and is in close proximity to Aconcagua, the highest mountain in the Americas. Buenos Aires is the capital of Argentina and has many attractions nearby. You can even visit the home of America’s famous outlaws, at the Patagonian hideout of Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid located in Cholila.
Foods:
	Due to Argentina’s large cattle production industry, beef is a staple in the Argentine diet. A favorite way of entertaining is to hold a weekend barbecue for friends and family, sharing favorite dishes while relaxing and playing various games for family fun (CountryReports). Due to the predominate Spanish and Italian ancestry, Argentina’s favorite meals include the Spanish influence of all sorts of empanadas, asados of beef, pork, and chicken, and dulche de leche desserts. From the Italian influence come many pasta dishes, pizza, and milanesas. 
Language:
 	In Argentina, Spanish is the official language spoken, but most professionals speak fluent English. German, Italian, French, and some indigenous languages, such as Quechua and Mapudungun are also spoken due to ancestry influences (CIA, 2018).  
 Customs & Courtesies:
Greetings – Argentines are touchers by nature, and tend to stand close to each other when speaking.  It is impolite to back away unlike most Americans, who tend to expect their personal space in most circumstances.  Formal greeting protocol is standard when first meeting someone.  Men should give other men a firm handshake with perhaps a slight touch on the arm or elbow, while maintaining direct eye contact.  Women should smile warmly while giving other women a light handshake.  Men should give women a regular hand shake.  After a relationship has been built, men will usually give their men friends and family members a hearty hug and firm pats on the back, and women will often hold both hands lightly and give each other a light kiss on the cheek.  Men and women after becoming long term acquaintances, friends, and family members will usually hug lightly (Culture Crossing, n. d.).
Gestures – Hitting your left palm with your right fist, indicates that you don’t believe them, or that you think what they are saying is stupid (eDiplomat). Flicking your fingers under your chin indicates not caring or not knowing, and the sign of pointing at the head and making circles, which means ‘crazy’ in the US, means that you are making a phone call (Culture Crossing, n.d.).   eDiplomat.com, a global portal for diplomats indicates that the American sign for “O.K.” inverted and the ‘thumbs up’ signs, are vulgar gestures, as well as, slapping your inner thigh.
Personal Appearance -- According to eDiplomat.com, “Argentines are extremely fashion conscious. Dress well if you want to make a good impression. Conservative, modest clothing is best.  Women are expected to dress with a flair that does not detract from professionalism (eDiplomat).”  Casual clothing too is very stylish and fashionable, as Argentinians take pride in their looks and physical appearance, especially so of those who live in the larger cities such as Buenos Aries. Women are groomed for perfection. Obesity is unacceptable therefore many Argentine women are borderline anorexics due to societal pressures, but they are some of the most beautiful women, and rightly deserved (Adams, 2000).  
Communication Styles:
Argentina’s culture is pretty much central on a scale from Low-Context Cultures to High-Context Cultures, which means it is a good balance.  Important meetings call for punctuality, but regular schedules and socializing are more relaxed and usually enjoyed with family and friends.  Argentines tend to be close physical communicators, they often touch while standing or sitting very close to each other.  Also, they are mostly open and unreserved, but often direct and blunt while still remaining diplomatic and tactful (Kwintessential, LTD, 2014).
Political System:	
According to History World, 2001-Ongoing, Argentina was labeled a Democratic Republic government while Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner was president which ended in December 2015.  The CIA, now list Argentina’s government as being a Presidential Republic, although I’m not quite clear on the difference and I could not find anything on the site to explain it. The government uses a three branch political system much like the USA has, with minor differences in terms of office held for the legislative branch. The President, Mauricio Macri, and Vice President Gabriela Michetti, both hold the offices of Chief of State and Head of Government respectively, and have held these offices since December 10, 2015. These offices carry up to two (4 year) terms.
The Legislative branch carries six year terms with elections for 1/3 held every two years. Federally, the law contends that at least 30% must be women elected or appointed to government offices. The Legislative branch of their Congress currently has 38% female representation and the Senate has 41.7%. Buenos Aires enforces a 50% ratio of women elected to all government offices (Burton, 2017). 
The President appoints the members of the Judicial System and they can hold their appointments until the mandatory retirement age of 75. They must then step down unlike the USA’s lifetime appointment. Also, unlike the USA, Argentina has many political parties and political pressure groups to deal with (CIA 2018).  This indicates their political struggles will continue to hamper their nation’s unity as long as every party seeks their own agenda.
Educational System:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Argentina has both, private and public facilities that offer primary education through Universidad, and both formal and informal education is available. They also have both tuition and tuition free colleges which gives the opportunity for everyone to a higher income. Education is very important, families sacrifice to ensure a good education for their children (CountryReports).
History:
In 1816, the United Provinces of the Rio Plata declared their independence from Spain. After Bolivia, Paraguay, and Uruguay went their separate ways, the area that remained became Argentina. The country's population and culture were heavily shaped by immigrants from throughout Europe, with Italy and Spain providing the largest percentage of newcomers from 1860 to 1930. Up until about the mid-20th century, much of Argentina's history was dominated by periods of internal political conflict between Federalists and Unitarians and between civilian and military factions.
After World War II, an era of Peronist populism and direct and indirect military interference in subsequent governments was followed by a military junta that took power in 1976. Democracy returned in 1983 after a failed bid to seize the Falkland Islands (Islas Malvinas) by force, and has persisted despite numerous challenges, the most formidable of which was a severe economic crisis in 2001-02 that led to violent public protests and the successive resignations of several presidents. The years 2003-15 saw Peronist rule by Nestor and Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner, whose policies isolated Argentina and caused economic stagnation. With the election of Mauricio Macri in November 2015, Argentina began a period of reform and international reintegration (CIA 2018).
Contemporary Challenges:
	Argentina continues to assert its claims to the UK-administered Falkland Islands (Islas Malvinas), South Georgia, and the South Sandwich Islands in its constitution, forcibly occupying the Falklands in 1982, but in 1995 agreed to no longer seek settlement by force. The UK continues to reject Argentine requests for sovereignty talks. Territorial claim in Antarctica partially overlaps UK and Chilean claims, and uncontested dispute between Brazil and Uruguay over Braziliera/Brasiliera Island in the Quarai/Cuareim River leaves the tripoint with Argentina in question. In 2010, the ICJ ruled in favor of Uruguay's operation of two paper mills on the Uruguay River, which forms the border with Argentina; the two countries formed a joint pollution monitoring regime; the joint boundary commission, established by Chile and Argentina in 2001 has yet to map and demarcate the delimited boundary in the inhospitable Andean Southern Ice Field (Campo de Hielo Sur). Contraband smuggling, human trafficking, and illegal narcotic trafficking are problems in the porous areas of the border with Bolivia. Argentina is a transshipment country for cocaine headed for Europe, heroin headed for the US, and ephedrine and pseudoephedrine headed for Mexico. There is also some money-laundering activity, especially in the Tri-Border Area along with law enforcement corruption. It is also a source for precursor chemicals; increasing domestic consumption of drugs in urban centers, especially cocaine base and synthetic drugs (CIA 2018).

Challenging My Biases and Assumptions

 What biases and assumptions did you have about this country before you conducted this research? 
	To be honest, I was under the assumption that most, if not all South American countries were vast desert lands with poor villages few and far between.  I was under the impression that the people were mostly controlled by drug cartels who forced them into farming the illegal drug corps or human trafficking for sex slaves. I also assumed everybody was dusty with red clay dust and wore sombreros’.  I think I watch too much TV.  
Have the stereotypes that you had about this country changed after carrying out this research?
	The stereotypes that I had about this region definitely changed.  Argentina is beautiful with greenery everywhere along with lots of beaches, lakes, waterfalls, mountains, tourist attractions, and their highways are actually paved. To my surprise, their towns and cities resemble those in the USA.
Have you developed sensitivity toward the people of the culture you chose to study?
	Argentinians have struggled to thrive and overcome many difficulties throughout their history.  Although they still have some difficulties politically and economically, it seems they are on the right path.  They have often had to deal with government corruption in the past and are working hard at removing it so that all oppression will end.
What similarities or differences did you see between this country and your country?
	Argentina has the same landscapes as the USA. Their cities, people, everything is basically the same, and there are no differences in that aspect. They have only minor differences in their government systems operations. About the only difference I’ve found is they seem to be closer with family and friends than Americans seem to be and they gather together to celebrate a lot more often.
What can you learn from this country e.g. their respect for elders? 
	They do respect and care for their elders, they don’t put them away and ignore them. Work is important to Argentines, but family and fun is equally important.  They work to live, not live to work.
In what ways will you make efforts to communicate better with people from this particular culture?
	Personally I have never met anyone from Argentina yet, but I am still hopeful I get to visit there one day.  I will make sure to refresh my studies on their customs and traditions before I go, so as not to unknowingly insult anyone or make too many cultural blunders when I do go.


Conclusion
	Argentina was once a waste land unwanted by the Spanish government when they found no silver. The colonists were then left to survive on their own with no help from anyone. Argentinians have proved over and over again that they are resourceful; they created their own opportunities for income and then created their own governing system. They fought for their freedom, and won.  Today they still struggle economically but they are a determined people and I am sure that they will succeed and thrive wonderfully. They never let setbacks beat them down, and they don’t give up. 
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