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Introduction
Oedipus the King was a ruler who was seen as great and called greatest in all men’s eyes. (Damrosch, D. duBois, P., Pike, D.L., Pollock, S., Yu, P. 2009, p.619 ). This play describes the events that place in Oedipus life that challenges who he believes himself to be. He acknowledges that all men call him great, but events change his perception and he begins seeing himself through different lenses. To know oneself, it is required of a person to know their origin as well as how they got where they are from where they were. In this story, we see a ruler who is blinded in many ways to the truth of the life he is living. Blindness can be both literal and metaphorical and as Oedipus discovered that blindness can be because of many circumstances, which can be far outside of a person’s sight especially when filled with lies.
Oedipus suffered many stages of metaphorical blindness. Taking on the mandate to cleanse the land without any insight as to who and where to start looking for the killer was a form of metaphorical blindness that affected Oedipus.  He was blinded to the fact that he was involved in this murder. The events described to him gave no clue, initially, of his exploits and how they were, connect to the same event.  Being unfamiliar with his past caused Oedipus blindness to his state of being and made him unaware of the effect it would have on his future. When blinded metaphorically, the circumstances of life can take us by surprise. 
Oedipus also deals with metaphorical blindness believing the hype of him being the greatest of all men.  When others portray you as great, you feed into this and may find yourself agreeing with the accolades. Oedipus bought in to the accolades and when posed with the challenge, he began to decree that the killer whoever they were would be dealt with. Not knowing he was condemning himself, he made the declaration from the standpoint of being great among all men. Oedipus blinded by the truth of being a murderer and blinded by the lies told overshadowed the truth of who he was. 
The various circumstances of Oedipus life, the different people he encountered, and the truth as well as lies told, caused the mudding of his vision. The priest, Creon, the blind prophet Teiresias, the Herdsmen, and his wife/mother Jocasta played major roles in the metaphorical and literal blindness in his life.  All of these individuals had their own unique effect on Oedipus.  All shared the truth of the life situations that had negative affect on Oedipus because it further pointed him to answers he was seeking about himself. Blindness comes in many ways and we see in this play ignorance, denial, or purposely avoiding truth can cause you literal and internal blindness from truth.  We see here that Oedipus as a victim in all of these circumstances.
As a result, of the varying circumstances, recollections of life stories and even the lies, Oedipus finds himself suffering literal blindness due to his discovery. He mutilates himself, striking his eyes unto blindness, as he deemed it just punishment for death of his wife (mother) and all that have transpired.  This literal blindness was the results of his life circumstances muddied by the metaphorical blindness caused by lies and deception. 
Conclusion
It is unfortunately that a person can live a life full of pride and deception and be oblivious to what is true and what is not.  Oedipus lived a life the true through prophecy caused his own demise.  It was not the truth that took him under, it was blindness in knowing who he was, where he was from, and remembering his life’s journey in order to have insight into what was to come for his life.  As he gained more insight into the cause and effects of the pursuit of King Laius death, his sight was open to the person he was and how blindness can be a result of many of life’s circumstances, which can be far outside of a person’s own sight.
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