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INTRODUCTION
Christianity is based on the belief in the person, teachings and works of Jesus Christ. This belief is based on the knowledge and faith given by the New Testament of the Bible. However, the person, teachings and works are not just mentioned in the New Testament. Throughout the Old Testament the life of Jesus is prophesied. The Old Testament prophesied of Jesus’ birth, death and resurrection, which are key beliefs of Christianity. Jesus has dedicated His existence to the will of God (John 4:34). As the spiritual leader of Christianity, Jesus is both the object of knowledge and faith. He also produces spiritual knowledge through the Holy Spirit in us. Christians universally believe that Jesus is alive now, hundreds of years later after His life and death on earth, and that He is in the presence of God the Father in heaven.[footnoteRef:1] This paper will discuss the presence of Jesus Christ as the Word, His humanity and deity. [1: Stanley M. Horton. Systematic Theology. (Springfield, MO: The Gospel Publishing House, 2007), 291.] 

THE WORD
Reading through the Bible, it’s easy to only see Jesus only in the New Testament. However, as previously stated Jesus is throughout the Old Testament, through prophesy. His presence and works go back to the very beginning to the book of Genesis, He was an active participant in the creation story. John 1:1-5 describes the active role Jesus had during the creation story as the Word (logos). In Greek philosophy, the logos remains an impersonal force, a lifeless and abstract philosophical concept that is a necessary postulate for the cause of order and purpose in the universe. In Hebrew thought, the Logos is personal. He indeed has the power of unity, coherence, and purpose, but the distinctive point is that the biblical Logos is a He, not an it.[footnoteRef:2] Scripture gives examples of the Hebrew philosophy in Genesis 15:1, “After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision.” In John 1, John appealed to his readers by saying in essence, "You've been thinking, talking, and writing about the Word for centuries and now I will tell you who He is." Thus, John introduced Jesus in terms his audience understood, showing that Jesus is God. He wrote that the Word was "in the beginning" meaning He is eternal; that He was "with God" in heaven equal to God before coming to earth.[footnoteRef:3] Jesus Christ is responsible for bringing all of creation to life. He is the revealer and the essence of what is revealed. [2:  Sproul, R.C. How Is Jesus the Logos (Word)?. https://www.christianity.com/jesus/is-jesus-god/names-of-jesus/how-is-jesus-the-logos-the-word.html]  [3: The Compelling Truth.  https://www.compellingtruth.org/what-is-the-Logos.html] 

HUMANITY
	There has been much heresy surrounding the humanity of Jesus Christ. Take Docetism, the denial of Jesus’ humanity, as He could not be associated with the human body because all matter was evil, the was a form of Gnosticism. Christ described by the Docetists could save no one, since His death in a human body was the condition of His destruction of the power of Satan’s hold on humanity.[footnoteRef:4] Jesus’ death on the cross and the events leading, to actually validate His humanity. Before Jesus was arrested Him and the disciples went to the Mount of Olives to pray, Jesus slipped away to have a moment alone with God. In that moment His humanity was displayed as He cried out to God, asking Him “remove this cup from me” (Luke 22:42). Jesus knew before then what He was on earth to do. Yet, the reality of his humanity was so prevalent. While on the cross Jesus became thirsty, as all humans do (John 19:28). Matthew gives another point of view of that moment as well. Matthew shows the human emotions of Jesus as He is on the cross. Jesus cries out, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27.46). This shows the multiple layers of His human emotions of agony, and abandonment. Let’s not forget who was standing watching Jesus dies on the cross, His human mother Mary. Jesus was born of a human mother. It was very important that Mary be a virgin and it was very important that she be human; that she be the mother and yet a virgin so that the Holy Spirit in taking the place of the human father provides the basis by which the divine nature and then thru Mary the human nature come together in the conception of Jesus. A miracle occurs in the conception of Jesus but when He is born He born fully human as well as fully divine.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Stanley M. Horton. Systematic Theology. (Springfield, MO: The Gospel Publishing House, 2007), 308.]  [5:  Bruce Ware. Systematic Theology II. https://www.biblicaltraining.org/library/humanity-jesus-christ/systematic-theology-ii/bruce-ware] 

DEITY
After establishing the full humanity of Jesus, we still find an element in his life which transcends the human. To see Jesus as a “mere” good man like all other prophets is by no means sufficient to explain him.[footnoteRef:6] Much of Logos explains the deity of Jesus, however even Jesus Himself mentions of His deity. In John 8:58 Jesus responds to the Pharisees about His relation to Abraham, “Very truly, I tell you, before Abraham was, I am.” Jesus is referring to His eternal existence and even His encounter with Abraham (Genesis 15:1). Before Abraham was I am; that is the key to it, egō eimi (ἐγώ εἰμί ) which is the Greek way of putting what you find in Exodus 3. What shall I tell them when they ask me who sent you?[footnoteRef:7] Jesus also mentions of His deity when He says Him and the Father are one John 10:30. Here Jesus is referring to Himself being the good shepherd, and the Jews are hounding Him about acknowledging that He is the Messiah, as He has healed people. His healing power had some of the Jews believing He was demon possessed. However, with His close relationship with the Father and His entire existence being to do the will of the Father, He received His healing power from the Father.  [6:  Martin Luther King Jr.The Humanity & Divinity of Jesus. (Chester, PA: Crozer Theological Seminary, 1950).]  [7:  Bruce Ware. Systematic Theology II. https://www.biblicaltraining.org/library/humanity-jesus-christ/systematic-theology-ii/bruce-ware] 

CONCLUSION
	 The presence of Jesus Christ as the Word, and His humanity and deity, are very real. Greek and Hebrew philosophy have huge similarities on the concept of Logos. Understanding these philosophies allows clarity of John 1 explanation of Jesus being an active role in the creation story, and His ability to bring life to all creation. Taking a look at Scripture beyond the surface highlights Jesus’ humanity, which negates the heretic belief of Docetism. Logos also helps bring understanding to Jesus’ as a deity. Jesus too made it clear in Scripture who He was, who He came from and who He came to serve. 
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