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1. [bookmark: _Toc45292654]INTRODUCTION

Over the years, scientists and archeologists have developed different theories in their attempt to discover the origin and existence of life and the universe. These theories were developed after different people’s researches. Some of these theories seriously contradict the scriptures while others agree with the theological message of the scriptures. Some of the world’s religions and cults base their doctrines on these contradicting theories. They result in denying the existence of a supreme being, the creator who created all and from whom all life originated. Other scientists however, after many repeated researches concluded that there must be some supreme power behind the origin of life and the existence of the universe. In this paper I intend to discuss a scientific principle that does not refute the theological message of the Bible. 

[bookmark: _Toc45292655]BIBLE VERSE

 Genesis 3:19 Contemporary English Version (CEV). 19 You will have to sweat to earn a living; you were made out of soil, and you will once again turn into soil.”. (Bible Gateway passage: Genesis 3:19 - Contemporary English Version, 2020)
[bookmark: _Toc45292656]THEOLOGICAL MESSAGE

God created man out of the dust of the earth and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, making him a living being. He placed him in a beautiful garden and gave him rules and regulations on how to stay there. God even so gave him a free will to choose whether to obey or not to obey. Adam chose the path he felt was good for him and disobeyed his maker. God, in His perfect moral nature could not allow sin to go unpunished.
In Genesis 3:19, God pronounces death as punishment for Adam because of his disobedience. By telling him he shall return to dust, God is simply pointing to the original state of Adam’s body which was dust. According to the Matthew Henry’s Bible commentary, man was not just made of dust, but is made dust. Human body is the chief part of the world’s dust, but it is still dust. Just as dust raised by wind forms a significant cloud, but when the force of the wind is spent the dust falls back to it’s insignificant state, so is the human body. It is just a great mass of dust that has been raised by the force of God’s breath of life. When God takes away His breath of life, the body falls back into its original insignificant state, the dust of the earth which is the soil. 

[bookmark: _Toc45292657]SCIENTIFIC CONCEPT: THE LAW OF CONSERVATION OF MASS

Antoine Lavoisier, a Greek scientist who is credited with the discovery of the Law of Conservation of Mass proposed that, the total amount of mass in the universe stays constant. This law states that mass/matter can neither be created nor destroyed by chemical change or physical transformations. He suggested that in a chemical reaction, the mass of the products is always equal to the mass of the reactants. Nothing gets lost from matter and nothing is added to it.



[bookmark: _Toc45292658]MY HYPOTHESIS

The Law of Conservation of Mass states that matter can not be created neither can it be destroyed by physical transformation or chemical change. In Genesis 3:19, God said that man came from dust and to dust he shall return. The scientific concept in the Law of Conservation of Mass therefore does not contradict the scripture.
[bookmark: _Toc45292659]Secular humanists redefine science as the belief in naturalism, which states that nature is all there is. Naturalism is a fallacious philosophy which is not even compatible with science. Science believes that the universe follows and obeys certain laws and if there are laws then there must be a law giver. God is logical and is the one who has imposed order in the universe. He put laws which the universe must obey and follow. Because He is the one who created us in His image, and encourages us to gain wisdom and understanding (Proverbs 4:5, 7) He has given us the ability to discover the laws He has put in place to be followed by the universe. Scientific concepts make sense when we begin with the Bible.
MADE FROM DUST

[bookmark: _Toc45292660]BIBLICAL PROOF

The law of conservation of matter and energy has its basis in the scripture. Without believing in a creator from whom all matter originated, it is impossible to understand how it remains constant. Without believing in a supreme being who orders the universe, it would be impossible to understand how it operates. So as to understand this scientific concept, we have to go back to the Bible.  
All matter originated from God who created everything. The apostle John tells us that God made everything and nothing existed without Him (John 1:3). Moses also says that God made the universe and everything in it within six days, saw it was good and rested on the seventh day (Genesis 2:2).the fact that God declared what He had made good means that it was complete and perfect. God’s nature does not allow Him to leave things half-way done. Whatever He has declared complete does not require any modifications either in addition on or subtraction by destroying. So as to retain His creation the way He saw was good and to protect it from either extinction or any unnecessary additions, God put in place laws which the universe must follow and obey. 
 God did not just create the universe but watches over it to sustain it (Hebrews 1:3). In Colossians 1:17, Paul tells us that everything has its origin in God and that He holds everything together. This therefore means that as long as the creator holds them together, they can not cease to exist. God made sure that whatever He had made was indestructible. Even though matter undergoes numerous physical transformations and chemical changes, it remains constant as the creator intended it to be. These laws can only be broken by the one who put them in place, and when it happens, we term it as a miracle after which normalcy returns. God is a God of order and knows how to balance everything. 
 When God created the earth, He measured the total mass of everything; the soil, water and air (sky) and He knows the total amount. The prophet Isaiah says that God measured the waters in the ocean, the air in the expanse of the sky and its waters and also the soil of the earth and He does not only know their amounts but also their mass, (Isaiah 40:12).  When He created man and animals, He used the mass He had already created (though He could have broken the laws He had put in place and create them out of nothing).  Moses’ account in Genesis tells us that God took a handful of soil and made man (Genesis 2:7) and that the animals, birds and plants were also products of the soil (Genesis 2:19). This brings out the fact that He intended what He had already made and completed to remain constant as He pronounced that from the dust they came and to the dust they would return.
[bookmark: _Toc45292661] The Hebrew word used for dust is ‘Aphar’ meaning clay, mud, earth. Both prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah bring the concept of us being clay and God being the potter (Isaiah 64:8, Jeremiah 18:1-4). David in Psalm 103:13-16 also concurs with the prophets when he says that God remembers that we are dust. The name Adam means ‘Red soil’ meaning he was just a lump of soil; probably red. Adam therefore, being the father of all mankind shows that we are all but mere dust.
SCIENTIFIC PROOF 

Science has proved that most of the minerals our bodies require are components of the earth’s crust, with oxygen being the most abundant element in both the human body and the earth’s crust. The thirteen main elements that make up the human body are Oxygen, Carbon, Hydrogen, Nitrogen, making up 96% of the human body. Salts (Sodium, Potassium, Magnesium, Calcium, Phosphorous, Sulfur, Chlorine and iodine), make up the remaining 4% of the body weight. This shows that the scientific discoveries made concerning the constitution of the human body and the earth favor the fact that humans were made from the dust of the earth. When God made man, He used the matter which He had already made, and so He himself followed the law He had set for the universe to follow that matter can not be created.

[bookmark: _Toc45292662]BACK TO THE DUST

[bookmark: _Toc45292663]BIBLICAL PROOF

After the fall of man, God pronounced a punishment on the humans He had created. In Genesis 3:19, God tells Adam and Eve that they shall toil and labor working on the soil which will produce food to sustain them until they return to the same soil. The earth was cursed and would henceforth produce thorns and thistles, and this means that they were to work harder and sweat. Perspiration produces water, which falls to the ground and returns to its original place. Hard work causes fatigue which wears the body out. The worn out cells fall back to the soil, their original source. 
The most grievous of them was death. God told them that they would eventually go back to the dust from which they were made (Genesis 3:19). God pronounced death as a bringing of the corruptible body back to its original composition (2Corinthisns 5:1-4). Paul talks of the natural body which is being planted and perishes in 1 Corinthians 15:42-44. By sowing he means being covered with dust, decomposing and becoming dust itself. Death occurs when God takes His breath of life from the lump of dust He made; the body. In Ecclesiastes 3:20 and 7:2, Solomon reminds us that all living beings have a common destiny. They all go back to the dust from which they were made. 
[bookmark: _Toc45292664]SCIENTIFIC PROOF

 Death can be defined as the permanent cessation of all biological functions that sustain a living organism. Scientifically, when the heartbeat stops (clinical death) and necrosis of brain cells begins (biological death) , the person is pronounced dead. After death, the human body undergoes chemical change of decomposition. Decomposition is the separation of a substance into constituent parts or simpler compounds. When the biological processes that maintain life fail, the conditions of temperature, ion concentration, substrate concentration and nervous impulse are interfered with. These make a tissue’s environment unable to sustain life. The hormones, buffers and enzymes become imbalanced and dysfunctional and microorganisms thrive when the body’s defense mechanisms are rendered powerless. The proteins, lipids, carbohydrates and nucleic acids undergo chemical changes that would not occur in a living system causing degradation of tissues. Being a chemical process, decomposition therefore separates the human body into simpler compound which are water, minerals and gases that make up organic compounds. These are the components of soil. 
[bookmark: _Toc45292665]In the case of cremation or burning, the body emits water, gases and ashes which are also components of soil. This therefore means that after death, no matter is lost or added to the soil. A chemical reaction takes place which causes a physical transformation of the flesh into dust. This agrees with the law of conservation of matter which states that matter cannot be created nor destroyed
CONCLUSION

God is the almighty and supreme in everything. His wisdom is incomparable. He made us from dust, but in His own image. He gave us the ability to reason and to understand the things that surround us. This way we can discover the things He has put in the universe like the planets and their movements. Scientists use this God-given wisdom to discover the laws of nature. It would be foolish to believe that nature follows certain laws without seeking to know the law-giver. It is interesting to note that these scientists acknowledge that they just discover, not make the laws that the universe follows.
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