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CAN’T CURSE WHAT GOD HASN’T CURSED

	The book of Numbers is the fourth book of the Torah.” It continues the story begun in Exodus and continued in Leviticus of the escape from Egyptian servitude, the desert journey to Mount Sinai, the revelation at Sinai and giving of the law, and the building of the Tabernacle with instruction on it operation (Brettler 1999)”. The book of Numbers has also been called the “Book of the Journeyings,” the Book of the Murmurings,” and the Fourth Book of Moses.” In the Numbers chapter 23 verse number 8 God is speaking to a pagan prophet whose name is Balaam. Now, Israel has been conquering different countries since they left Egypt and while they were on there way to the Land of Canaan which was the promise land that God had told the people of Israel about through his servant Moses. So other countries in the near region have heard about these Israelites and are aware of what they have done. As they get closer to the Land of Canaan there is man named Balak who is the king of a people called the Moabites. The Moabite people are afraid because the people of Israel are now camped in their plains, so Balaks’ solution to the problem was to send for the pagan prophet Balaam to get him to curse the Israelites.  Balak sends some elders to Balaam and they are going to pay Balaam to come with them so that he could curse these Israelite people. When the messengers get to Balaam and tell him what they are there for, he tells them he has to see what God says. God tells Balaam not to go with these people and not to curse the people of Israel for they are blessed. Balaam tells Balaks messengers what God had said to him. The messengers went back to Balak and told Balak that Balaam refused to come with them. Balak eventually convinced Balaam to come him by telling how much he would honor Balaam. When Balaam gets to Balak, Balak gives Balaam customary things to honor him so that he can curse the people of Israel. Balaam tells Balak to build seven altars and to prepare seven bulls and seven rams as an offering to God. Balak did just what Balaam had asked him to do. Balaam tells Balak I tell you whatever the Lord tells me. The Lord told Balaam to what to say, so in Numbers 23:8 Balaam tells Balak “How shall I curse whom God has not cursed? And how shall I denounce whom the Lord has not denounced?” (Nelson 1994) After that Balak tried several more time to get Balaam to curse the children of Israel but instead Balaam winds up blessing the people of Israel because that was what God had showed him to do. 
	In conclusion, no matter how hard or how much Balak was willing to pay Balaam, Balaam realized that he could not come against the will of God for the people of Israel. Thus, he could not curse what God has not cursed. Even today people can’t curse what God has not cursed. 









Bibliography
Brettler, Adele Berlin and Marc Zvi. The Jewish Study Bible. New york: Jewish Publication Society, 1999.
Nelson, Thomas. The Holy Bible. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Inc., 1994.

Nelson, Thomas. The Holy Bible: New king James Version,1994

gracethrufaith.com/ask-a-bible-teacher/who-was-balaam/





