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In this paper I will try to articulate the situations that give rise to Paul’s desire to write the church at Rome. In  the process I will show who his audience was and what the theological, philosophical, and ethical challenges they find themselves facing as a community of faith. 
At the turn of the century the Jewish and Gentile community in which the church developed was under the rule of the Greco-Roman community. This was a polytheistic culture who believed in Greek mythology and many gods. They worshipped  them depending on what problem they were faced with at a particular time. For instance, if they were in a period of famine they would pray and sacrifice to the Goddess of agriculture, Ceres (Demeter) to reverse the famine.  This was different from the Jewish and Gentile Christians who were monotheistic, worshipping the one true God. This caused the early church to be at odds with the culture especially the emperors who thought of themselves as gods. This was especially true when they refused to bow and worship them and offer them sacrifices. Because of this Christians and Jews were often used a scapegoat for the Romans problems and because of that they were often persecuted in mean and vicious ways by crucifixion, burning, thrown into arena with wild animals and men without no weapons to defend themselves, beheaded, whipped and many more vicious acts. Paul knew of these things but felt a need to write a letter to the church of Rome to explain the gospel to them and to show that this gospel was meant to be shared with the Jews first then the Gentiles. And although the letter was address to the churches at Roman it could be shared with churches in other city as a source of information concerning their salvation. This letter continues to be even shared by us, being used as tools for leading others to salvation along the Roman Road (Romans 1:16; 3:23; 6:23; 5:8; 10:9; 10:13). 
The Romans usually were changing philosophies depending on which philosopher was popular at a particular time. So, their philosophy was at times overlapping. The people of Rome are a lot like what we might consider of the hippies of the sixties and seventies who went a long with whatever made them happy. And while Christians of the early church believed in joy, the joy that they received could only be found in Christ. And that they were not to follow after the whelms of man but the example of Christ. Paul writes if anyone is in Christ , he is a  new creature(2Corinthians 5:17). [footnoteRef:1] The religious philosophy of Paul ran counter cultural to the superstitious, hedonistic, and relativistic mores of the day. Paul spoke of the reality of one real God versus a polytheistic community that had never known life without an ever increasing (and very often unknowable) pantheon of gods. They encourage people to live by the spirit and not the flesh, embracing chaste lifestyles and to take care of the weakest. In the Greco- Roman world these ideas were radical, refreshing but were sometimes considered quite subversive if not perverse.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  The Holy Bible English Standard Version. Crossway Wheaton, Illinois 2011. Page 1546. ]  [2:  Knox, John Ancient History Encyclopedia 9-22-2016. https://ancient.eu/article/1205/early-christianity/] 

Through the Greco-Roman world faced many ethical challenges because they were a society ruled by many gods and even had temple prostitution. For the most part there, morals were based on what they thought was moral with no set rules. Although Paul talks in Romans about how men is aware of the laws (Mosaic Laws) because it is evident in nature and they know of a creator (God), but they choose to follow their own desires. The desires are of the flesh and does what is pleasurable. Paul warns about this in Romans chapter 6,7 and 8. We cannot live by the flesh and expect to please God. And they only way we can fight against the flesh is by not following the law but having faith in Christ and accept him as Savior. When one does this then the Holy Spirit comes into them and he fights that battle for them. The challenges of ethics in this environment was difficult because of so many different philosophy and superstition. 
Paul’s writing to the church at Rome were greatly beneficial to show them that the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. His writing to church at its early stage of development was needed to show them the significance of the gospel and why it was for everyone not just the Jews. Paul in his writing to the Romans is not only a testimony of Jesus the Christ work in their life but also to the modern church. Keener says it best in his lectures on Romans is about the Christians calling, justification, sanctification, and eventual glorification through the Messiah Jesus. 
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