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Encyclopedia Britannica. 2020. Conservation Of Mass | Physics. [online] Available at: <https://www.britannica.com/science/conservation-of-mass> [Accessed 24 June 2020].

[bookmark: _GoBack]The authors of this article argue that the mass of an object does not change even though the constituent parts may rearrange themselves. This is because matter is composed of indestructible particles. These are unique to and characteristic of every compound. These compounds have a fixed composition regardless to their origin. These arguments are relevant to my research on the relationship between the theological message of Genesis 3:19 and the Law of Conservation of Matter. Soil, which makes up the human body, is made up of indestructible particles and even though they may rearrange themselves, they cannot be destroyed by physical or chemical reaction.

Merriam-webster.com. 2020. Definition Of DECOMPOSE. [online] Available at: <https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/decompose> [Accessed 24 June 2020].

When God takes away His breath of life from a person, the body decays, or decomposes. The Merriam Webster Dictionary defines decomposition as the separation of a substance into constituent parts or simpler compounds. This happens by, or as if by a chemical process. Even though the body rots/decomposes, matter is not lost or destroyed. It is only broken into simpler compounds that make up soil. Therefore, what the Bible says comes true, that man was made out of the dust and to the dust he returns.




Bible Study Tools. 2020. Genesis 19 Commentary - Matthew Henry Commentary On The Whole Bible (Complete). [online] Available at: 
<https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-complete/genesis/19.html> [Accessed 24 June 2020].

According to the Matthew Henry commentary, man was not just made of dust, but is ‘made dust’. Human body is the chief part of the world’s dust. Just as dust, raised up by wind forms a significant cloud and when the force of the wind is spent, the dust falls back into its insignificant state, so is the human body. The human body is just a great mass of dust which has been raised by the force of God’s breath of life. When God eventually takes His breath away from the man, the dust falls into its original insignificant state. 

Chem.libretexts.org. 2020. 3.7: Conservation Of Mass- There Is No New Matter. [online] Available at: <https://chem.libretexts.org/Courses/College_of_Marin/CHEM_114%3A_Introductory_Chemistry/03%3A_Matter_and_Energy/3.07%3A_Conservation_of_Mass-_There_is_No_New_Matter> [Accessed 24 June 2020].

This article explains that burning does not destroy matter but just breaks it into simpler compounds. When matter burns, it combines with oxygen and changes to carbon dioxide, water vapor and ashes. Therefore, when the human body burns or is cremated, matter is not lost or destroyed. It is only broken into gases, water and ashes, which are components of soil. Ash has been proven to be a potential soil stabilizer. It is absorbed in the soil to improve its compressibility and strength characteristics. 
