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      The book of 2 Samuel begins with David hearing the news that his best friend and God’s anointed king have been slaughtered by the Philistines.  Stunned, David is also met with news from an Amalekite (a descendant of Esau, son of Isaac the Patriarch) that the man killed Saul, taking his crown and armband for David.  Expecting a reward, instead the soldier receives an execution with David asking, “Why weren’t you afraid to lift your hand to destroy the Lord’s anointed?” (2 Samuel 1:14).  If David were unwilling to hurt God’s anointed, why would anyone think that he would be alright with King Saul’s assassination?
     Afterwards, David offers a memorial to Saul and Jonathan.  For Saul, he sings of him being a mighty warrior; for Jonathan, he sings of him being a faithful brother.  David never wanted Saul to die.  Scholars have long noted that David’s hopes for his enemies was for them either to be removed or to repent.  In Saul’s case, he wished for the latter.  
     The kingship of David described in 2 Samuel 2 is just as exciting and dramatic as his period running away from King Saul.  With Samuel’s original blessing, David becomes the first king of Judah, but immediately launches into a seven-year war with King Saul’s son, Ish-Bosheth that does not end until Saul’s son is assassinated in his bed by two Benjamites, the last tribe of Judah and descendants of Jacob.  Expecting a great reward like the previously mentioned Amalakite, they bring Ish-Bosheth’s head to David who immediately executes them for their despicable and criminal activity, saying, “Wicked men have killed an innocent man in his own house and on his own bed” (2 Samuel 4:11).  He has the men killed, cuts off their feet and hands, and hangs their bodies in shameful display.  Later, he buries Ish-Bosheth’s head, properly and respectfully in Abner’s tomb.
     With Ish-Bosheth dead, David is offered the crown of Israel, and 2 Samuel 5:4 records, “David was thirty years old when he became king and he reigned forty years, “He then conquers Jerusalem – Zion to which he soon also brings the ark of the covenant.  David has hopes to build God’s temple in Jerusalem, but that David’s offspring will be the one to “build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever” (2 Samuel 7:13).  The next few chapters detail and discuss the tremendous victories for David against the Philistines, the Geshurites, the Gezites, the Jebusites and the Amalekites.  2 Samuel also share of his marital problems with Saul’s daughter Michal, who “when she saw King David leaping and dancing before the Lord, she despised him in her heart” (2 Samuel 6:16).  It is therefore not too surprising that King David, one of the most virtuous men in the Bible, forgets his place, his responsibilities to God and to his subjects and starts a love affair with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite – one of his Mighty Warriors.  Several things happen because of this; first, Uriah gets killed.  Second, Bathsheba mourns for Uriah, there is nothing said about this being a unified plan.  Most likely, it was David’s own attempt to protect his reputation.  He quickly moves Bathsheba into the palace and marries her before the child is born.  Third, any loyalty of Joab to David is gone.  Rather than the noble and virtuous warrior of the Lord now David has become as bad if not worse than murderous Saul.  David’s plan soon begins to backfire upon him.  David’s household falling apart in the pattern of sex and murder that he himself has initiated.   
           By the end of David’s life, he had lost touch with Israelite society and eventually lost political control of it, as well.  This led to an attempted coup by his son, Adonijah (whose mother Haggith, David’s fifth wife), who proclaimed himself to be king with the assistance of General Joab and Abiathar the Priest; however, the majority of Israel’s institutional agents did not support Adonijah’s claim.  The scriptures state that the Prophet Nathan went first to Bathsheba to alert her to Adonijah’s usurpation of the throne, who then went to her husband, King David, to break the troubling news to him.  Eventually, the Prophet Nathan joined the two and King David officially made Solomon his heir apparent. King David died from natural causes around 970 BCE, was buried in Jerusalem.  Before his death, David gave his final admonition to his son Solomon.
     In conclusion, Israel’s King David was, without a doubt a great leader.  Men were willing to follow him even before he was king, and even when he was on the run and had to hide in the desert.  God referred to him as “a man after my own heart” (Acts 13:22), which is some of the highest praise anyone get in the Bible. David’s name means “beloved” which he was by God and still is by millions of Bible believers.  He was a fitting type of Christ since they were both in Bethlehem, both were anointed, and both were shepherds and kings.  God’s favor on David provoked jealousy and placed a bullseye on his back.  If God be for you, though, it doesn’t matter who is against you.  The anointing does not exempt us from trouble, it empowers us to overcome it.  A fresh anointing is needed to face new assignments (Psalms 92:10).
     To be God’s leader requires patience.  David was anointed as Israel’s king when he was a boy, in his early teens.  He was 30 years old before becoming king of Judah (which was just part of Israel) and 37 before he was named king of all Israel, as promised.  
     To be God’s leader requires humility.  David was a humble shepherd boy, yet self-possessed, readily dismissing human opinion.  His humility becomes clear early in his youth, when he kills the giant Goliath with a sling shot, declining the opportunity to use Saul’s royal armor.  When he does get called to the palace, instead of demanding the throne, he works as a servant.  He performs music for the king whenever Saul demands it.  When his dad asks the anointed king to serve snacks to his older brothers, he serves snacks to his older brothers.  David knew that even as king, he was still just a servant of the King of kings and the Lord of lords.  Who am I, Sovereign Lord and what is my family, that you have brought me this far? (2 Samuel 7:18)
     To be God’s leader requires courage.  When Goliath came out to challenge the army of Israel, everyone was afraid of the 9-foot giant.  Besides being king, Saul was a head taller than any other Israelite (I Samuel 9:21).  So when the giant Goliath came out to challenge the army of Israel, I’m sure people were looking to him to do something.  Instead, he was “dismayed and terrified (1 Samuel 17:11), just like everyone else.  Except for David.  The kid brother ends up comforting the scared king, assuring Saul that he’d take care of it (1 Samuel 17:32).  David was brave because he knew Who had his back, if you are on God’s side, then there is nothing to fear, not even death.  The Lord is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the stronghold of my life – of whom shall I be afraid? (Psalms 27:11)
     God’s leaders require faith.  Throughout all of this, David showed that he had faith in God.  He believed that God was in control. God had promised that David would be king, and since he wasn’t king yet, that meant Saul couldn’t kill him.  As with Goliath when others brought up doubts; David pointed to evidence of how God had taken care of him in the past (1 Samuel 17:33 – 37).  He trusted that God would continue to keep His promises.  David is recorded as saying “You are my God.  My times are in your hands; deliver me from the hands of my enemies, from those who pursue me.” (Psalms 31:14 – 15)
     God’s leader requires grace.  Perhaps the most surprising thing about David being “a man after (God’s) own heart” is that he is just as well-known for his mistakes as his successes.  This is someone who slept with the wife of one of his friends, tried to cover up the resulting pregnancy, and had the husband killed. When that cover up didn’t work, he abused his power at times, wasn’t known as a great father or husband and sometimes lie when it suits his purposes.  
     David consulted the prophets of God in all his undertakings.  A leader needs to recognize God’s chosen servants, priests; pastors co-operate with them and constantly ask Gods guidance from indulging in any venture. According to Boers, David spoke of “wisdom” and being “wise” when he recommended that Solomon conduct discreet assassinations.  (2 Kings 2:6,9)   He also had a forgiving heart towards some of his offenders, an example is when Saul’s life was spared.  (1 Samuel 24:10) David always thanked God for any successes or favor he received from Him.
     Why would God have anything to do with a lying, adulterous murderer?  Really it says more about God’s character than David’s.  The one thing David did was recognize when he was wrong and repented.  Being a good leader doesn’t mean making the fewest mistakes; it means being open about them and being quick to ask for forgiveness and get back on the right path.
     David focused his attention on God.  From the time David first confronted Goliath throughout most of his life he was always focused on God.  The beginning of David being a public figure as  a leader occurred not simply because a Philistine giant was going to defeat the Israelites the beginning of David’s public life was because that Philistine giant was speaking out against his God.  That was David’s concern and that led him to step out against the giant.  David had direction in his leadership because he was focused on God and (almost) always sought to follow him.  He knew where to go and what to do because he was following God.
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