                                                     Book Of John List Of Characters

















                                                                     Mitchell Blakey
                                                             Bi 109 John and Acts
                                                                  June 19, 2020


                                                                             
                                                                                   
2

                                                        Book Of John List Of Characters
Mary: Mother of Jesus- Why did I choose Mary, even though John refers to her twice but never mentions name, only described as Jesus’ mother. The mother of Jesus whom she conceived by the Holy Spirit, while she was still a virgin. How is it possible for a virgin to conceived; (1) While it’s possible for a human to be born of a “virgin” mother, it’s very, very unlikely: These two genetic deletions might each have one in 1 billion chance of occurring, and that’s not counting the calcium spike and division problem required to initiate parthenogenesis in the first place. However, a number of rare events would have to occur in close succession, and the chances of these all happening in real life are virtually zero. For a virgin to get pregnant, one of her eggs would have to produce, on its own, the biochemical changes indicative of fertilization, and then divide abnormally to compensate for lack of sperm DNA. That’s the easy part: These two events occur in the eggs or egg precursor cells of every few thousand women. But the egg would also need to be carrying at least two specific genetic deletions to a viable offspring.
So, base off of science and facts, how did Mary get pregnant, (2) she asked the angel Gabriel the same question, because science do not line up with her getting pregnant. “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin.” The angel answer, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” I chose Jesus mother as a list of character, because Mary, (3) the text of John gives us evidence of some of the historical events in the life of Jesus and his followers and his family. There are also remembrances of traditions about Jesus and his followers and family which were not recorded elsewhere. The text of John, therefore Mary is significance in John, for it is the foundation for the Incarnation, that Jesus is truly the Son of God, the birth, made that possible.
One event that involved Mary Was: (John 2:1-11), (4) Jesus turn water into wine, although none of the Synoptic Gospels mentions the marriage at Cana, Christian tradition based on John 2:11 holds that this is the first public miracle of Jesus. It is considered to have symbolic important as the first of the “seven signs in the Gospels of John by which Jesus’ divine status is attested, and around which the gospel is structured. John’s Gospel has no birth or infancy narratives, but it does have two key stories that highlight Mary’s involvement in Jesus’ adult life. The first is the wedding at Cana, when Mary tells Jesus that there is no more wine. This story reveals a lot about Mary. For one thing, it shows that she had tremendous faith in her son ability to fix problem at hand. Even though Mary has never seen Jesus perform a miracle before. She moves him into action, where he fix the problem. It’s as if Mary knows what he is capable of doing and gets him to do it through encouragement and persistence—like a lot of moms can do. We as the people of God can also learn from this.
John is also the only Gospel (5) to give us the story of Mary at the foot of the cross. Jesus indicates the beloved disciple and tells Mary, “woman, behold, your son,” and then tells the disciple, “Behold, your mother,” (John 19:26-27). This scene shows Jesus concern for Mary’s welfare, and his desire to have someone play the role of “Son” after death. Some theologian has always seen this as a pivotal moment in our understanding of Mary’s role. By making her the spiritual mother to his beloved disciple, Jesus symbolically makes her the mother of all who believe.
Nicodemus: (John 3: 1-21; Nicodemus (6), was a Pharisee and a member of the ruling Council (called the Sanhedrin). The Pharisees were a group of religious leaders whom Jesus and John the Baptist often criticized for being hypocrites. Most Pharisees were intensely jealous of Jesus because he undermined their authority and challenged their views. A learned teacher himself, he came to Jesus to be taught. The challenged we have as Christians is, no matter how intelligent and well educated you are, you must come to Jesus with an open mind and heart so, you can be taught the truth about God.
Even though Nicodemus, who was a Pharisee, a member of the Jewish ruling Council, came to Jesus at night with a question. He (7) received an answer that generations of Christians would hide in their hearts. Why did Nicodemus come to Jesus by night, when he could have sent one of his assistants. Perhaps Nicodemus was afraid of what his peers, the Pharisees, would say about his visit, so he came after dark. Like Nicodemus, we must examine Jesus for ourselves, other cannot do it for us.
Through several confession, (8) Nicodemus confess “You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” Which Jesus gives an answer “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God.” Which Nicodemus continues, (John 3:4) “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?” Nicodemus, thinking literally and physically, asks “How anyone can be born twice. Jesus continues the conversation teaching Nicodemus about the need to be born of the Spirit. 
Through dialogue, some people are repulsed by the idea of eternal life because their lives are miserable. It’s in this story of Nicodemus where John writes the God-inspired verse, and Jesus assured us that (John 3:16), “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”
Our last picture of Nicodemus shows him joining Joseph of Arimathea in asking for Jesus body in order to provide for its burial. Realizing what he was risking, Nicodemus was making a bold move, which shows that he was continuing to grow. God looks for steady growth, not instant perfection. How well does your present level of spiritual growth match up with how long you have known Jesus?
The man blind from birth: (John 9:1-41), In chapter 9, we see four different reactions to Jesus. The neighbors revealed surprise and skepticism; The Pharisees showed disbelief and prejudice; the parents believed but kept quiet for fear of excommunication; and the healed man showed consistent, growing faith. John chapter 9 opens (9), with Jesus passing by a man who has been blind his entire life. The disciples react to this situation with the typical worldview of their era. In their minds, suffering is always a punishment for something, so they ask Jesus whose sin this man is suffering for: his own or that of his parents. Jesus’ response proves that not all hardship is “our fault.” While it’s true that our own choices have the greatest impact on our lives, it’s also true that bad things can happen to those who’ve done nothing to deserve those particular struggles, (John 9: 1-3). I have always told my kids, you have the right to make choices in your life, but you do not have the right, to choses the consequence from that choice. For an example, you have the right to smoke, but you do not have the right to choose if you get “cancer” or not.
This healing is also prophetic: The Old Testament speaks of the Promised One healing blindness (Isaiah 29:18; 35:5; 42:7). In all of Scripture, only Jesus is credited with miracles which give sight to the blind.
At this point, Jesus once again approaches the man. Presumably, the man realizes that Jesus is the one who has healed him. And yet, he does not fully understand to whom he is speaking. Jesus refers to the Son of Man, which Jews of that era would be recognized as a Messianic figure. The man openly admits that he wants to believe but does know who he should turn to. When Jesus identifies Himself, the healed man responds with faith and worship. Jesus uses that reaction as an example of one aspect of His earthly mission; to separate those who willing to believe from those who are willfully, spiritually “blind” (John 9: 35-41)
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