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				THE LORD IS MY BANNER


	Written around 1450-1410 B.C., the Book of Exodus is the second book of the Bible, which is also the second book of the Pentateuch. This is also known as the second book that Moses wrote, even though some scholars might debate who the real author is. In this book Moses has recorded events that has happen to his people the Israelites from the preliminary of being set free from slavery to the Egyptian to their journey in the wilderness, where they faced all obstacles from food and water supply to war. We will look at Exodus 17: 15 where Moses built an altar and called it, “THE LORD IS MY BANNER”. In Hebrew the name of it is Jehovah-Nissi, which means “The Lord is my Banner. 
	At this point in Exodus the Israelites had already been set free from the Egyptians, and had already seen God deliver them from the hands of the Egyptians when the Egyptians were in pursuit of them after they had let the Israel go. The Lord had just Open up a sea for them to cross and killed the Egyptians in that same sea. The lord had sent them a source of food when there was no food and provided water for them to drink when there was no water. God did all of this in miraculous ways. No all this was being done as the Israelites were traveling through the wilderness which is also known as a desert. At this point the Israelites have left one wilderness called “Sin” and had come to a place called Rephidim where they had stopped in their journey. Now the Israelites were somewhere between Elim and Sinai, which to me sounds like the middle of nowhere in a wilderness. Then the Bible says Amalek came to fight with Israel. 
	Now we have to understand who Amalek was and who did he represent. Amalek was the grandson of Esau which was Jacob’s brother. God later changes Jacobs name to Israel. So, Amalek was a family member of Israel. I believe they were cousins. Amalek was the founder of the Amalekites. Basically, one group of cousins came against another group of cousins. Also note that this was Israel’s first battle. In this battle against the Amalekites Israel had won the battle. After the battle God spoke to Moses and told him to build a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua (v14). Moses then built an altar and called it Jehovah -Nissi, which is interpreted the Lord is my banner. He made that statement because he said God swore that God would have war with the Amalek from generation to generation(v16). 
           Jehovah-Nissi or the Lord is my Banner is a cry we hear this very day, whether through song, teaching or preaching. As followers of Christ we look to God to war against our enemies. We look to God as our representative in time of battle. Whether it was Amalek back then or whoever or whatever will come against us now or in the future to recognize God as Jehovah-Nissi or interpreted “The Lord is my Banner is something we can rely on as the children of God.
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