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Data Analysis and Synthesis and Ethical Considerations
﻿ There are several strategies to manage, organize, and analyze the data. The findings can be arranged “chronologically, by variable, by hypothesis, by research question, by theme and pattern, or by any other approach”[footnoteRef:1] adequate for the research. Thus, the preparation to report the findings depends on the type of research. In this study, the intention is to organize the findings by the research question. The data organized by research question help to clarify the discussion of the findings and to keep coherence among chapters. Data analysis embraces the following steps: “organizing the data, generating categories, identifying patterns and themes, and coding the data.”[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Carol Roberts and Laura Hyatt, The Dissertation Journey, A practical and Comprehensive Guide to Planning Writing, and Defending your Dissertation (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2019), 169]  [2:  Linda Dale Bloomberg and Marie Volpe, Completing Your Qualitative Dissertation. A Road Map from Beginning to End (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2019), 231.] 

Further, the preparation to report the findings in this study is also based on the research methodology, which is qualitative data. Qualitative data are generally presented in narrative form, in which data are arranged into themes, categories, or patterns. The narratives can be followed to tables, figures, or graphics. Those additions on a findings report simplifies an extensive quantity of data.[footnoteRef:3]  Further, ﻿“qualitative data analysis is the process of bringing order, structure, and meaning to the masses of data collected.”[footnoteRef:4] ﻿Therefore, qualitative data analysis is the process to seeking all the collected findings in a dependable and careful manner.[footnoteRef:5] [3:  Roberts, The Dissertation Journey, 169.]  [4:  Bloomberg, Completing Your Qualitative Dissertation, 231.]  [5:  Ibid.] 

A significant and thoughtful interpretation of the data is vital for a study. It is also required to attentive reflection when interpreting the research findings. Roberts argues that “you now have the responsibility to tell others about what your findings mean and to integrate your findings with current theory, research, and practice.”[footnoteRef:6] It is crucial to spend time reflecting on the findings and their implications on the study. According to Roberts, “for the reader, this is the most interesting aspect of your dissertation. Spend time away from your research so that when you return to it, you can put it in perspective and gain deeper insights.”[footnoteRef:7] [6:  Roberts, The Dissertation Journey, 173.]  [7:  Ibid.] 

It is required clarity and precision to report the findings. The data need to be clearly presented. The complement such as tables, graphics, figures should be organized to clear comprehension. For each, illustration or graphic is necessary description, and also, they need to be formatted according to the required style manual.[footnoteRef:8]  Further, the findings should be reported accurately and objectively. The factual information needs to be separated from interpretation and evaluation. It is essential to select and order the data for easy retrieval.[footnoteRef:9] Data needs to be organized by the research question to simplify the understanding of the study, and a summary of the key findings is essential at the end of the chapter.[footnoteRef:10] [8:  Ibid., 171]  [9:  Bloomberg, Completing Your Qualitative Dissertation, 232.]  [10:  Roberts, The Dissertation Journey, 171.] 

In terms of ethical consideration, the data requires to be stored securely. Thus, “safely storing the data also ensures that you are honoring the confidentiality of participants.”[footnoteRef:11] According to Bloomberg, “It is indeed an ethical responsibility to examine our roles as researchers and to challenge our biases, assumptions, and epistemologies. The final qualitative report, no matter what shape it takes, should reflect these examinations.”[footnoteRef:12]  [11:  Bloomberg, Completing Your Qualitative Dissertation, 232.]  [12:  Bloomberg, Completing Your Qualitative Dissertation, 232.] 


