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Hanukkah represents the Jewish fervor of revolt and divine restoration of Jerusalem and Temple worship after losing all to the Seleucids.  Hanukkah acknowledges two alleged miracles; the first being the militarily retaking Jerusalem in spite of being greatly outnumbered; and the second centered around that the last of a consecrated days worth of oil, mandated for menorah lighting, mysteriously lasts eight days. Eight days is the precise time it takes to consecrate a fresh ample amount of oil. The days, the oil and divine intervention all carried in symbol by a nine branch menorah sequentially lit over the course of eight days. 
For Jews Hanukkah has been added to their Torah mandated observances and today the observance has worldwide recognition. Although fervent attempts are made to in some ways justify Hanukkah as a Christian observance. Citing the Biblical reference to Jesus attending the observance in the book of John, some have deduced that Hanukkah is a Christian observance. 
Although the observance has worldwide recognition it is not an addition to the only two mandated Christian observances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  The seemingly inroads to Christian liturgies heard in times of consecrating things deemed sacred; such as places of worship, marriages and babies, need not be only associated with the Jewish Hanukkah. The meaning of the word “to dedicate” goes as far back as Moses dedicating the Tabernacle and its furnishings in Numbers chapter 7. Undoubtedly today’s Jewish Hanukkah borrows from the earlier Mosaic Tabernacle and later Solomon dedications to embellish the Hanukkah menorah icon.  Traditionally, after the lighting of the Menorah a special poetic hymn is sung in honor of the holiday and oily food is eaten in honor of the miracle of the oil.
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