Grasping Our True Identity In Christ



[bookmark: _GoBack]     What an enlightening description of how we got to grasping our true identity. What a beautiful way to see who we are and how we arrived to the place of acceptance in Christ. Exchanged Life Spiritually was exactly what happened to me. I exchange a life of sin and shame for the promise of eternal life.  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed any; behold, all things become new. In Facet 4 Boa states that an exchanged life comes from a concentration on your new identity in Christ. Transformation is never easy, because it normally involves leaving something we have become satisfied with and at the least accustomed to. When you examine the word behold it gives us better understanding of the change in you. Behold means to see or observe (a thing or person especially a remarkable or impressive one).Our transformation is remarkable. Our text states that it is not a matter of trying to do things for Jesus, but of claiming and resting in what he has already done for us. All have sinned and come short of the glory of God, yet through Jesus's shed blood on the cross there is still redemption for us all. Old things are passed away, those actions and functions that made us unacceptable or fix for entrance into God's matchless community. We may not have any physical differences since our transformation and that's normally the case. Your new identity is working on the inner man. The new man is a regenerated being that is cleansed from the inside. The inner cleansing allows us to reject things that we never had the strength to reject, because now the power of the Holy Spirit is directing the inner man to avoid the exterior traps this world presents. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.
     God is love. If we want to understand what God has done for us, we must believe that all his actions are born out of love. The situations that are painful in your life should be meet with God cares and whatever I may be going through God is still in control. God. Your actions and belief in Christ are the identifying characteristic of your relationship with Christ. is gracious and long-suffering and we are the beneficiaries of God's love for mankind. The love that God has for mankind is uniquely different than that of man.. The hearts of man can change due to their situation in life. God has an unconditional love for us when we accept Him as our Savior. Having God in your life does not exempt you from some of the pitfalls in life. The relationship we have with Christ is depicted and should be received as sheep to their Shepard. The Shepard's job is to protect the flock and that is just what Jesus does for us. The Shepard is loving and protective, yet He does not force any of His sheep to follow Him. The love that God presents to the unbeliever is easy to receive. There must be a call for help from those in need. The need for help is a cry from the non-Christian to God who is waiting to hear from us. The cry is a denunciation of this world. this present world. Whosoever will let him come? The freedom of choice is yours.  Jesus is such a loving God and He wants us to choose Him not be forced to serve Him
     The inner-man and the outer man is in constant warfare. The conflicts are between the spirit and the flesh. The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak. This is why we lose a lot of battles, the flesh cannot sustain a spiritually weak participant in combat with powerful adversaries. The writer tells us these challenges are real. We find ourselves defending our physical and psychological needs constantly. Let this mind be in you that was also in Christ Jesus. The way to win these battles is to remind yourself that I can do all things through Christ that strengthen me. The joy of the Lord is our strength. There is power in Christ, through his Word and prayer. Wonderful Jesus.
