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Luther 2003
Historical Background
Martin Luther a sixteenth century monk was a man of divine order that on October 31,1517 nailed his Ninety-Five thesis to the doors of Wittenberg Castle and not only rocked the Roman Catholic Church but thesehis actions actions changed Christianity forever.  The changes that hit the Roman Catholic Church first and then trickled into the entire world changed the lives of many people and caused them to stand against the ways of suppression and idolatry and move into a life of freedom and liberation. There was one man that contributed to this New World movement by the name of Martin Luther. Martin Luther a German man born November 10,1483 in Eisblen Germany was a man of man gifts and talents. Martin was ordained as a priest in 1507 and was a key player in the birth of the Protestant Reformation. He carried multiple titles ranging from theologian, writer and a monk. 
	Martin wrote his most famous writings, “The Nninety-Ffive Tthesesis “,after, after a visit to Rome that left him appalled by their pagan practices and idolatry. He went to Rome desiring an experience that should have been spiritual but instead revealed saw how the practices of church went against the word of God. According to (Charles Heck Martin LuthersLuther’s Trip to Rome) Luther went on a visit to Rome with spiritual expectations. Behold for him the trip was anything but that.  The Roman Catholics tradition had taught people that if they climbed the steps that lead up to Praetorium of Pontus Pilate in Jerusalem that were brought to Rome by St. Helene reciting Our Father, souls would be released from purgatory. As Luther [footnoteRef:1][footnoteRef:2]climbed the steps and recited the chant and he heard the voice of God speak to him and say,“Thesay, “The just shall live by faith”. Martin stood up with feelings of guilt and shame. This experience is what birthed the creation of the Ninety-Five Thesis. (Finness, Luther 2003 n.d.)[footnoteRef:3] [1: ]  [2:  (heck 2016)]  [3:  (till 2003)] 

	The experience led Luther in search of the Gods divine scriptures and enlightenment captured him. Thisscriptures. This new foundnewfound light encouraged Luther and gave him a new purpose. Built up and encouraged he went against everything he formally knew. Luther decided to protest the unholinessungodliness of the Roman Catholics and nail his protest to the Door at WhitenbergWittenberg Castle. The nailing of the Ninety-Five Thesis changed the future of Christianity (m.pass 1944) (Bergendoff 1958).
Plot Summary
	It is the 1500’s and Martin Luther is caught in a thunderstorm fearing for his life and seeking shelter when he decides to give his life over to God and become a monk. The scared Luther finds himself crawling down a secluded road and being hit with rains and loud thunder. He shouts to the Lord “I will become a monk”.  The once fearful Luther is now laying prostrate on the floor of a monastery in Erfurt showing complete submission to God. During his first mass his father becomes upset with him because of his inability to perform his duties correctly. With his father leaving abruptly Luther chases after him begging him to stay but his father refuses and this rejection sends Luther into a spiritual warfare attack. (Finness n.d.)
	After being calmed by his spiritual father Luther takes a trip to Rome where he gets the opportunity witness the selling of indulgences and received the opportunity to climb the steps that were supposed to free souls from purgatory. While climbing these steps on his knees and observing others Luther appeardappeared to have received Gods divine wisdom and once he made it to the top something in him changed and he decided against the purgatory. He then returned to the monastery disgusted, appauledappalled and refusing to speak. He shoutedshouted, “Rome is a circus”. The selling of indulgences infuriated him he even mentions the people given the chance to kiss the coins that Judas received for selling out Jesus and receiving freedom from100 years of purgatory. In all of his disgust he is he was sent to WhittenbergWittenberg Castle to become a priest. While at WhittenbergWittenberg he expounded his knowledge of the bible by studying scriptures and encountered God’s divine message and plan. While Luther attended WhittenbergWittenberg he discovered that salvation could only be found inside of Christ. 
	Luther’s actions became very controversial as he responded to the needs of the people in a manor that waswere not with in the Catholic doctrine. For example the burring of Otto’s son on holy ground after the child took his own life was highly prohibited by the church. Luther repeatedly condemned His condemning of the Catholic Churches practices during his services and eventually began to becamecome noticed by Prince Fredrick and others. The church officials were appauledappalled by his actions and his discontent with relics. 
	Finally the Ninety-Five Theses comes about after the offering up of indulgences by John TeztelTetzel. Luther is set off when John comes to Germany and [footnoteRef:4] [4:  (j. finness n.d.)] 


thePromotes the  selling of indulgences  for purgatory to pay for the building expenses of St Peters  Peters Basillica . Basilica. Luther received notice of the sellingsselling’s through a peasant girl who had just left the temple. This was the event that birthed the Ninety-Five Theses. After the Theses was completed Luther nailed them to the doors of WhittenbergWittenberg Castle. The Theses spread very quickly as they were removed from the doors copied and distributed to people everywhere.
 Once the protest was made public people began to rebellrebel and Luther was excommunicated for his refusal to recant the protest at the Diet of Worms. Luther left Rome and headed back to Germany when he was rescued by Fredrick The Wise and taken back to Germany and encouraged to translate the New Testament into the German language. Luther then delivered the text to the Prince of Germany and dedicated the book to him. Martin was then called to AugusburgAugsburg in 1530 where the Creeds were read and accepted and Protestant Religion became legal.
Comments
	Eric Till did a great job in my opinion in directing Luther 2003. This film portrayed the historical events of Martin Luther and his crusade to change Christianity forever in it’sits most accurate rendition. I did not expect expect to see to so many of histories events replayed in this manor. Joseph Fiennes did an awesome job in his portrayal of Luther. The film brought to life all the aspects of the historical text andof the events. The story line was clear and mostly accurate. Although there werewas some portions that after doing research I found to be inaaccurateinaccurate such as the timing of the dividing of the bible. The film also showed Albert of MaiinzMainz being described as archbishop of two territories but he was actually only over one. It’s deplictiondepiction of Luther and Spalatin  attendingSpalatin attending law school together was also inaccurate. Another misinterpretation was the way Andreas KarlstdtKarlstad was portrayed. The director showed him as radically distorting LuthersLuther’s views and of him renouncing his title of professor whichprofessor, which didn’t actuallhyactually happen either. . After thoroughly investigating I found nothing to support this part of the film. I did however discover that Martin’s reasons for becoming a monk during a thunderstorm were actually true along with many the basic story line.. (bruce 1960) (rotten tomastoes revamps 2019)
	As for the director and cast, it was directed by Eric Till and produced by BridgitteBridgette Rochow, Christian P. Stehr and Alexander Thies. The cast consisted of  severalof several unknown actors. The movie has aan original release date of September 26,2003 and was filmed in Germany the running time is about 124 minutes. This film had a thirty million dollar budget and brought in 29,413,900. Luther 2003 depectieddepicted Martin as a heroic Christian with a huge anountamount of faith and  holyand holy boldness. He reminds me of Paul from the New Testament in his dedication and boldness to his faith.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  (metzger 1960)
(rotten tomatoes 2019)] 
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