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Building more prisons in America has not solve the issue of making our country safer, but it has placed millions of African-American women and men behind bars at an alarming rate leaving a destructive path of broken families behind. Numbers have proven building more prisons doesn’t create a better African American culture. The increasing rate of prison for the African American community has staggered in other race in this country. This has not only affected the men and women behind bars, but also the children of the parents serving long sentences for non-violent crimes.
As the U.S. continue to spend billions of dollars on prison reforms, the African-American community still have more people in prison than any other race despite only taking up a small percentage of the U.S. population. Bialik stated, “More than 40 million blacks live in the United States, making up around 13% of the nation’s population, according to 2016 Census Bureau estimates.” (Bialik 2018) Most of the African-American communities have many young men behind bars or serving some form of probation or parole. Despite of whites outnumbering the African-American population, the blacks are still incarnated at a more staggering rate. Sakala stated, “Nationally, according to the U.S. Census, Blacks are incarcerated five times more than Whites are, and Hispanics are nearly twice as likely to be incarcerated as Whites.” (Sakala 2014)
Because of the high numbers of African-America behind bars, it has affected their community in a negative way. Unlike whites, who are still the dominant race to own business and houses, we still have a long way to go. The Effects of Mass Incarceration on Communities of Color stated, “And, since most people who are incarcerated return to the same neighborhoods, or very similar places as those they were removed from, their presence in large numbers, when they go home, adds a substantial burden there, too.” (The Effects of Mass Incarceration on Communities of Color 2015). Imagine getting out of prison to a place that’s already in poverty. Then, without the proper education or financial support of a family, it will be easy to fall back into the crimes that sent you to prison.
Many children with incarcerated at least one parent and growing up in a poverty school zone will also find themselves going down the same path as their parents. Blacks have a 65% of single family homes compared to the whites 24%. This is again affecting the younger black children because many of them have parents incarcerated instead of being a support system for the children.  Street stated, “According to Thomas K. Lowenstein, director of the Electronic Policy Network, 7 percent of Black children- nearly 9 times more than white children- have an incarcerated parent.” (Street)
In conclusion, we have statistics that back up the alarming incarceration rate of black families in American. Many writers and researches have been debating this topic for years. But the question is, what we can do to fix this issue? The most important weapon we have in this world is speaking out against injustice and sharing these statistics with many people around the world. Hopefully the numbers will help shine light on the problem with have with incarcerating African-Americans so they as a people can continue to build strong lives for generations to come. 
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