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Research Question
What were prominent heresies during the formation of early Christianity?

Thesis Statement
A heresy is a belief or opinion contrary to orthodox religious (especially Christian doctrine). During the formation of the early church there were prominent heresies opposed to Christianity which were Gnosticism, Montanism and Marcion theology. These doctrines used aspects of Christianity but had their own entire doctrine which contradicted Christianity as a whole. 

What is the research expected to accomplish?
[bookmark: _GoBack]This research is expected to propose important factors of how these different heresies posed a threat to the early church. During the formation of the early church many people who weren’t under discipleship of the Twelve Disciples or Paul or even following their teachings were starting different doctrines under the name of Christianity. People who understood the faith did not waste anytime arguing or defending the true aspect of Christianity. These different heresies were gaining a major following and even posed a threat to the church because they were operating under the name of Christianity. Even though they operated under the Christianity their doctrine had different components which were contrary to Jesus and the Jewish scripture.





Outline
What were prominent heresies during the formation of early Christianity?
Introduction
A. What was a heresy during times of the early church?
B. Gnosticism
C. Montanism
[bookmark: _Hlk21156253]D. Marcion
What was considered heresies in the early church?
A. What is a heresy?
	1. Definition of a heresy
	2. A heresy sent confusion throughout the early church
What was Gnosticism?
A. What consisted of the doctrine of Gnosticism?
	1. How did Gnosticism come into existence
	2. Why was Gnosticism conflicting with Christianity?
B. Who were people that grew popular under Gnosticism?
	1. Montanism
	2. Marcion
What was Montanism?
A. What were Montanism origins?
	1. Who was Montanus?
	2. What motivated Montanus to start his own doctrine?

B. What did the doctrine of Montanism consist of?
	1. What was the foundation of Montanism?
	2. Why did Christians oppose Montanism?
Who was Marcion and what was his theology?
A. What was Marcion’s origins?
	1. Where was Marcion and his background in the church?
	2. Did Marcion have an ulterior motive in opposing the church?
B. What his doctrine about?
	1. What was the basis of what Marcion believed in?
	2. Were schools and churches created from his theology?
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