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The Influence of the Bible on Literature

The bible is one of the eldest and influential texts that many individuals look to for 

solace. The bible is the holy scripture of the Christian religion, purporting to tell the history of 

the Earth from its earliest creation to the spread of Christianity in the first century A.D. The bible

consists of several different contributors and authors as it is said that Moses wrote the first five 

books of the bible, amongst the other writers were Joshua, Samuel, and a collection of prophets. 

The bible is especially influential in our society as most our households’ own bibles, and we even

incorporate Christianity in our everyday lives such as praying, hand on bible in court, and etc. 

Throughout literature there have been many instances in which the bible has an influence on it. 

This essay will discuss and analyze the influence of the bible in the literature, the influence of the

bible in Greek literature, and the influence on the bible and Gilgamesh 

American Literature

To begin, the influence of the bible in American literature continues to grow at a steadily 

pace. Since the beginning of times, Puritan writer were the starters of the Age of Reason, which 

eventually emerged into Romanticism and the Renaissance writers. In the middle of the 19th 

century Realism was developed. Throughout American Literature, religious ideologies and 

philosophies influenced the way that writers portrayed the time period, characters, feelings, and 

God. A lot of writers during this time put most of their focus into making their work centered 

around God. For example, William Blake who is a true renaissance man, wrote and produced 

works of art which were in many aspects ahead of his time. Blake’ literature had the greatest 

impact which was the bible. His dynamic way of interpreting the bible could not be accepted by 

the church in those times or by a large majority of the readers because that was an era when the 

church had a lot of influence on the state. As stated in the article, “Previous work on the role of 
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desire in seventeenth-century English and American Puritanism has focused on the nature of 

marital love and sexuality,(n10) the respective duties of husbands and wives within a patriarchal 

society,(n11) and--to a lesser extent--the imagery of bridal passion in Puritan spirituality.(n12) 

The concern of this study is to explore the way Puritan devotional literature joined nature 

imagery with erotic language in describing the spiritual life, summoning human beings along 

with the rest of the natural world to a common longing for God.” (Lane 2000). Christianity even 

plays a huge part in out American film industry. Many shoes have featured scenes that depicts 

stories from the bible. For example, The Family Guy, which is an American television show 

described Jesus before his death in the Last Supper. 

Another famous example of literature that has references from the bible would be Dante’s

Inferno. This piece of literature gives people an idea of what hell could look like. Although the 

bible has no specific punishment for each individual crime, Dante’s Inferno entails punishments 

for crimes. Dante was a devout Catholic and there was a big difference between Dante’s work 

and the bible. In the bible, everyone who goes to hell gets the same punishment. “And 

whosoever was not written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire”. (Revelation 20:15). 

The book of life is where the sins of everyone is written down and from that lists of sins is how it

is decided who will go to hell. Man believe that one universal sin is unfair, and people commit 

many different levels of crimes and why should someone who committed extreme acts of 

violence be placed in the same place as someone who committed a lesser sin such as lust. 

However, it is suggested that who are you to pick which crimes are the highest and which are the

lowest. 
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Greek Literature

Secondly, there are many similarities and possible parallels between the bible and Greek 

literature. Homer who is a famous and legendary author of the Iliad and the Odyssey. During the 

times when Greek literature was popular, many readers sparked interests as the two readings had 

similarities. “Scholars focusing on either homer or the Bible, as they were received throughout 

tradition, regularly assume a given meaning of each text, which was then transmitted with 

varying degrees of accuracy. the notion of influence is crucial in such scenarios. Focusing on the 

readers, by contrast, we appreciate the active construction of the texts’ meanings. moreover, we 

inquire into the rich and deli-cate connections between interpretation, identity and topical 

concerns. homer and the Bible were appropriated over the centuries for very different purposes, 

playing a significant role in discussions and controversies, which they themselves could never 

have anticipated.” (Niehoff 2012). In this article, Niehoff interprets Homer’s text and even states 

arguments as to way his reasoning is correct. 

In addition to this, there is evidence of Christianity in the famous Epic Beowulf. Beowulf

contains several biblical references. References to Cain and the flood are the most direct 

examples in Beowulf. Throughout the epic of Beowulf, the main character frequently referred to 

praying to God and having a savior. In Beowulf, we explore both Christian and pagan beliefs and

how they are able to coexist at the same time. When Beowulf compares his battle with Grendel’s 

mother, he states that “the fight would have ended straightaway if God had guarded me” (1.4). 

There are multiple instances in which Beowulf references God, and it continues as until the end. 

Bible and Gilgamesh

Lastly, I would like to explore the “Epic of Gilgamesh” and “The Biblical Flood Story” 

have a similar story but major differences as well. In both texts, a flood occurs, which were 
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caused by the higher power and or Gods. In both texts these floods were meat to destroy the 

people on earth. In the bible, Noah was called upon to build an arc due to his righteous character 

and was able to bring two of everything along with him. As far as Gilgamesh, Utnapishtim built 

an arc to save himself. Both stories had a designated person was picked to survive the flood by 

building an arc, but each God went about it in different ways. After the forty days of flooding 

had finally passed, Noah opened the window and released a raven and then a dove. Utnapishtim 

set free a dove, a swallow, and then a raven. Although there was a difference in how many birds 

were released and what kind of birds, the meaning of why remained the same which is to find out

when the water had receded. 

Conclusion

In conclusion, it is a proven fact that the bible plays a part of a lot of things that we see 

and read. For centuries, authors have based their literature off of stories in the bible and it 

changes within the genre of literature. Puritans wants to glorify God in all ways possible. When 

it came to their writings and literature. Dante’s Inferno gave depictions on what hell may be like 

according to the different levels of punishments. Homer whom is the author of the Iliad and the 

Odyssey also had evidence of bible references throughout his famous literatures and readers 

began to cause controversy between the two texts finding similarities between them. Beowulf is 

an epic poem that is filled with references from the bible. As Beowulf acknowledged praying to 

God on several occasions throughout the story. The last famous piece of literature that has 

evidence of bible references would be Gilgamesh. Along with Beowuld that had a lot of 

controversy with bible references as did Gilgamesh. As you can see there has been evidence of 

biblical references for years to come. It is even common to see biblical reference in our films.
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