Carroll Norwood
Week 9 Assignment 9 A
BI 108 Old Testament Literature

1. Choose 5 of the 20 judges and briefly discuss their military accomplishments. Who did
they fight? What strategy was used? How many years of peace followed their victory?

In Judges 3:7-11 we read about Othniel the Lord empowered him to be a deliverer for the
people. His name means “Lion.” He was chosen by God to be the deliverer for Israel after
Joshua. As a judge he became a victorious fighter, after the battle the people had peace for 40
years of his judgeship. Under his judgeship he captured a powerful Canaanite city. He fought the
Chush-Rrishathaim King of Mesopotamia. His strategy was to deliver the people from
oppression. He did succeed in reforming the people of Israel, also he restored their fellowship
with God.

Ehud the son of Gera a Benjamite. Was a judge but also labeled as a divine minister who
executed judgments of God upon Eglon the King of Moab. His strategy was to get the King
alone with him. He hid a two-edged sword under his garments by attaching it to his right thigh.
The way he got King Eglon was by a tribute which later gave him time with the king alone. He
used deception saying, “he had a message from God for him.” He believed him and when he
arose from his seat Ehud stabbed him with the sword in the belly. After the battle it was 80 years
of peace according to Judges 3:26-30.

Deborah one that stands out with Barak her military leader and commander. Deborah had a
resume that topped all she was a seer, poet, and one that interpret dreams, a woman sent from
God. She sent word out to the tribes to gather against the Canaanites. One that expressed great
leadership, valor, and had a military clever strategy and tactics you could only believe that it
came from God. We will say she used the weather as a strategy. There were heavy rains, swollen
river, overflowing banks, and a sticky ground from mud. This helped to defeat the Canaanites in
battle and with this victory came 40 years of peace according to Judges 5:31.

Gideon he was the fifth judge in Judges 6:1-8:35. He was judge after Deborah’s victory
over the Canaanites, Israel again falls into sin, so God turns Israel over to a new oppressor the
Midianites and their allies. Gideon was commission by God to rescue Israel from Midian.
Gideon sets conditions on God asking for yet another sign, this time putting a fleece in front of
God and asking that it be wet while the ground is dry. His battle strategy was to have those
fearful leave, Gideon have the troops drink from the waters of Wadi Harod. The three hundred
who drink water by lapping it with their hands to their mouths are chosen, and with these Gideon
wins a great victory.

Jephthah was the son of Gilead. He judged Israel for 6 years according to Judges
11:1-12:7. Found to be a military hero as David was. His strategy was to establish a truce by
reminding the king of Ammon that Israel took the Ammonites’ land only after they had attacked
Israel first. He did defeat the Ammonites, and later battled jealous Ephraim according to Judges
10:6-12:7. He made a rash vow, that if God gave him victory over Ammon, he would sacrifice



Carroll Norwood

Week 9 Assignment 9 A

BI 108 Old Testament Literature

whatever he first saw coming out from his house on his return home. His daughter came out to
greet him she was his only daughter.

2. During the time of the judges, the Israelites went through a series of cycles. Briefly describe
these cycles and the results. The Israelites were in a cycle of sin. The people went into apostasy.
They rebel against God. Their servitude, God sends an enemy nation to conquer and chastise
them. The supplication, the people pray for deliverance. Salvation, God answers their prayers by
raising up a deliverer to free them and give them peace. These deliverers are the Judges.

3. In what way is Boaz a type of Christ?

His birth place in Bethlehem as Jesus’ birth place Ruth 2:1He prays for Ruth in 2:12 as
Jesus intercedes for us in 1 John 2:1. His power, Boaz is the Lord of the harvest. Jesus is Lord of
the harvest too. Boaz’s name means “In Him is Strength.” Our Strength is found in the Lord.
Isaiah called Him the “might God.” Provisions, by his grace, Boaz provided bread and water 2:9.
Jesus saves us by His grace. He is the Living Bread and water of life. Protection, Boaz was
Ruth’s protector 2:9. The Lord is our shield. Prosperity and Plentitude 2:16 Boaz instructs the
gleaners to leave handfuls on purpose. Christ does above all that we comprehend.

4. What was special about Samuel? The specialty about Samuel is he came as a result of God’s
answer to his mother’s fervent prayer for a child. His name comes from the Hebrew expression
“heard of God.” Just as Moses was called to fill different roles, so was Samuel. A judge, priest,
prophet, counselor, and God’s man for the turning of Israel. What was Hannah’s decision
concerning Samuel? She realized that he was an answer to her prayer, and he was a loan from the
Lord to her, therefore she gave him back to the Lord (she kept her vow). Did Hannah make a
good decision? Yes her decision that she made concerning Samuel was good.

5. What did Eli’s sons do that demonstrated their lack of respect for worship? They had no
respect and regard for the commands of the law. They were to handle the meat for sacrifice in a
proper manner, and they did not regard it. In Leviticus 7:29-34 explained how the meat was to be
handled for worship. They demonstrated anything would do in I Samuel 2:14. By this act it
demonstrated a disrespect and disregard for God’s commandments. Also, Eli’s sons seduced
women and they committed immoral acts with those women who came regularly to assist in the
tabernacle. Which soon begin to reflect the pagan temples and they brought corruption to true
worship of God.

6. Describe the birth, call, and ministry of Samuel. His birth was a life that begins in conception
with a heartfelt prayer of his mother, Hannah. She asked, God to allow her to have a son. His call
was at the age of four Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. According to scripture, the
lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the Lord, where
the ark of God was. Then the lord called Samuel. His ministry his was priest 2:18, Judge 1
Sam.7:6, and prophet 3:20 for the nation of Israel.
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7. Describe the complicated character of Saul. How can we explain the acceptance and then
rejection of him by God? First impression can be deceiving, especially when the image created
by a person’s appearance is contradicted by his or her qualities and abilities. Saul presented the
ideal visual image of a king, but the tendencies of his character often went contrary to God’s
commands for a king. Saul was God’s chosen leader, but this did not mean he was capable of
being king on his own. During his reign, Saul had his greatest successes when he obeyed God.
His greatest failures resulted in from acting on his own. Saul had the raw materials to be a good
leader-appearance, courage, and action. Even his weaknesses could have been used by God if
Saul had recognized them and left them in God’s hands. His own choices cut him off from God
and eventually alienated him from his own people.

8. Was Saul’s visit to the Witch of Endor fruitful? No Why did the witch show skepticism to do
what Saul asked of her? Because, the Bible clearly condemns the practice or spiritism. Moses
wrote, you shall not eat anything with it blood. You shall not practice augury or witchcraft...Do
not turn to mediums or seek out spiritisms, for you will be defiled by them. I am the Lord your
God Leviticus 19:26,31. Why was she afraid when she saw Samuel? In 1 Samuel 28:12 we
read, “When the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice: and the woman spake to Saul,
saying, why has thou deceived me? For thou are Saul.” Did she really see Samuel? no Explain:
The witch actually called up a spirit from the afterlife, but that spirit was not Samuel. It was a
demon impersonating Samuel. This demon, impersonating Samuel, told Saul only part of the
truth.

9. Was Samuel a prophet? Yes, Samuel was a prophet. He was able to convey messages from
God (1 Samuel 3:20 and in 1 chronicles 9:22 he was known as a seer. Being viewed as God’s
authority the elders trembled while in the presence of Samuel, because of God’s authority in
Samuel 12:18; 16:4-5. Was Samuel a priest? Yes, absolutely he was to be a priest first, trained
by Eli. When God spoke to him and delivered a prophecy against Eli and his family, then Samuel
became a prophet. He could not be the high priest at the Tabernacle or the Ark of the Covenant,
which was at Shiloh, since he was not of Aaronic lineage, but he could be a lesser priest.

10. At the same time David was appointed King, there was another king over Israel. Who was
this king? Saul was the first king Israel. What circumstances occurred for David to be made king
over all of Israel and Judah? Because of Saul continued disobedience David was anointed King,
but it was done in secret; he was not publicly anointed until much late 2 Samuel 2:4; 5:3. Saul
was still legally the king, but God was preparing David for his future responsibilities. Although
God rejected Saul’s kingship by not allowing any of his descendants to sit on Israel’s throne,

Saul himself remained in his position until his death.



