
Many criminogenic neighborhood characteristics include factors such as high rates of poverty 

and single-parent households. However, these issues are thought to contribute to social 

disorganization, or weakened social bonds, and social institutions. Furthermore, these issues 

make it difficult to socialize children’s property and to also monitor suspicious behaviors. One of 

the sociological theories of crime is called the social ecology approach. This approach attributes

high rates of deviance and crime to the neighborhood’s social and physical characteristics. 

However, this theory includes poverty, dilapidated housing, high population density, and high 

population turnover. Unfortunately, these problems can create social disorganization issues that

will weaken the neighborhood’s social institutions and impair effective child socialization. 

Empirical evidence has proven to support the social ecology’s view about crime rates and 

negative neighborhood conditions. In addition, this theory suggests efforts to change these 

conditions to help lower crime rates. For example, the evidence from the Project on Human 

Development in Chicago Neighborhoods directed by Robert J. Sampson indicated more than 

6,000 children from birth till the age of 18, and their parents and other caregivers were studied 

more than 7 years. Furthermore, the researchers studied the social and physical characteristics 

of different neighborhoods and the subjects were measured by the assessment of those 

characteristics’ efforts effects on the probability of delinquency. The number of studies from this 

project confirmed the general assumptions that were assumed about the social ecology 

approach. The study has proven that delinquency is higher in neighborhoods with lower levels 

of collective behavior. Also, that was proven in neighborhoods with lower levels of community 

supervision of adolescent behavior. When this project took place in other cities it showed that 

neighborhood conditions affect the extent of delinquency in urban neighborhoods. However, this

research suggests that programs and strategies improve the social and physical conditions in 

urban neighborhoods may change by decreasing the high rates of delinquency and crimes 

located there. To reduce crimes, we must understand first why crimes occur. Sociologists 

usually do not believe it is because of individual biology or psychology of criminal offenders. 



However, biological, and psychological cannot explain the social patterns of crime. One popular 

explanation is the social disorganization theory which originated from Henry D. McKay and 

Clifford R. Shaw. These two scientists studied the city’s delinquency rate for three decades of 

the twentieth century. While conducting the study the researchers found out that the inner 

Chicago zones suffered from social disorganization such as the school, family, and religion. 

Research today confirms that crime rates are highest in neighborhoods with several kinds of 

structural problems, including high rates of residential mobility, population density, poverty, and 

single-parent families (Mazerolle, Wickes, & McBroom, 2010). 


