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Chapter 1 – Moral 
Reasoning: An 
Introduction
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Morality and Ethics Morality and Ethics 
• Lauryn Hill – 

Moral infection, Epidemic lies and deception, Insurrection

Truth comes, we can't hear it, When you've been, programmed to 
fear it

Intelligent fools, PhD's in illusion, Masters of massconfusion, 
Bachelors in past illusion, Now who you choosin‘ 

Iniquity, shapen in, There's no escapin' when, Your whole 
philosophy is paper thin

Our present condition, Needs serious recognition, Where there's no 
repentance there can be no remission

Discussin' doctrines of bail, Causin' people to fail, Keepin' the third 
in jail

What's goin' on, what's the priority to you

Get free, be who you're suppost to be
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•Morality – a system of norms, values, 
and rules that regulates how humans 
treat each other.

•Ethics – area of philosophy that deals 
with questions about morality and 
assesses right or wrong actions and 
decisions
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Moral ReasoningMoral Reasoning

• Decision-Making Process that uses 
moral values, principles and/or 
consequences

• Must be altruistic or look beyond ones 
own good; what is good for others; no 
reciprocity.
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Moral ValuesMoral Values

•Honesty – telling the truth

•Justice – fairness, equity

•Beneficence - kindness

•Compassion – able to understand 
another’s position 
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Moral Dilemmas Faced by 
Sport Personnel 
Moral Dilemmas Faced by 
Sport Personnel 
•Examples

– Willis Reed

– Terrell Owens

– Jason Giambi
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Athletic ExcellenceAthletic Excellence

•Integrity of Sporting Context

– Equal Competition

– Fairness

– Safety

– Decent 



Copyright © 2009 Wolters Kluwer Health | Lippincott Williams & Wilkins 

Statements, Premises, 
Arguments & Conclusions 

Statements, Premises, 
Arguments & Conclusions 

•Evidence Supports Truth

•Statements - True or False Sentences

• Premise – rationale behind action



Copyright © 2009 Wolters Kluwer Health | Lippincott Williams & Wilkins 

•Argument - a form of reasoning; 
statements supporting a position

•Conclusions - statements asserting a 
belief
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Strategic and Moral 
Reasoning Differences 

Strategic and Moral 
Reasoning Differences 

•Strategic Reasoning

– Egoistic – interests of self

•Moral Reasoning Considers:

– Moral Values

– Interests of Others
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Nonmoral Decision Making
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Strategic Reasoning 
Decision-Making Model 
(cont’d)

Strategic Reasoning 
Decision-Making Model 
(cont’d)

•Step 1: Describe Moral Problem

•Step 2: Determine Options

•Step 3: Pick Best Self-Serving Interest

•Step 4: Act in Self-Serving Interest
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Moral Decision Making
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Consequentialism 
Decision-Making Model
Consequentialism 
Decision-Making Model

•Step 1: Describe Moral Problem

•Step 2: Determine Your Options

•Step 3: Who and How Affected?

•Step 4: > Good to  > No. of People?

•Step 5: Engage in That Action


	Chapter 1 – Moral Reasoning: An Introduction
	Morality and Ethics
	PowerPoint Presentation
	Moral Reasoning
	Moral Values
	Moral Dilemmas Faced by Sport Personnel
	Athletic Excellence
	Statements, Premises, Arguments & Conclusions
	
	Strategic and Moral Reasoning Differences
	Slide 11
	Strategic Reasoning Decision-Making Model (cont’d)
	Slide 13
	Consequentialism Decision-Making Model

