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 Fences is a play that was written in 1985 and it’s the sixth part in the 10-part “Pittsburgh Cycle” collection. Just like all the other “Pittsburgh” plays, this play also explores the African American experience and looks at race relations as well. The play won the 1987 Pulitzer Prize for Drama and the Tony Award for Best Play. The play was premiered at the Yale Repertory Theatre in 1985 after being developed in 1983 at the Eugene O’Neill Theater Center.
 The play itself focuses on Troy, who is a 53-year old man who is the head of his household. The play takes place in the 1950’s in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Troy used to be a great baseball player and continued to play while serving time in prison for an accidental murder he committed while he was doing a robbery. Since black people were not allowed in the MLB, Troy wasn’t able to get in and make good money and is only able to make money through a blue-collar job of trash collecting. He was later able to become the first black truck driver later in the play.
 The play begins on payday, with troy and his friend Bono drinking. Exposition is given with Troy talking about how he tried to become a garbage truck driver. Troy’s son Cory asks him for money, but Troy, who is a believer of hard work, rejects his son since he refuses to get a real job. Troy also won’t allow his son to go into football in fear of racial discrimination, which shows his fear of the racial tension during the time. Troy and Cory then get into an argument, which leads to Cory enlisting into the military. Troy then admits to his wife Rose that he has been cheating on her with his mistress Alberta, who is pregnant. Alberta later dies from childbirth, and Rose agrees to raise the girl as her own. She remains in the home, but her and Troy are not together. A few years later, Troy has died, and Cory comes home for a visit from the military where he has become a Marine. He initially refuses to go to his father’s funeral, but he eventually is convinced to go by his mother to pay his respects. The families say farewell and offer forgiveness that was not deserved. 
 This play was very enjoyable and a good look into the past. This seems to be a typical African American family that is affected by racial tension and a father who loves his family, but eventually reveals his biggest mistake. The racial tension was the thing that hit me the most. The fact that the son was not able to pursue a scholarship in football just because he is black , and the fact that Troy himself wasn’t able to pursue baseball because he was black as well was a big hit since that was an opportunity to make a lot of money that black people did not have. The look into the past was the biggest reason why I enjoyed “Fences” by August Wilson.
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