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Odysseus Return to Ithaca


                                                                          Abstract
In my essay I will be researching about “Odysseus Return Journey to Ithaca”.  I will be using my notes to help with my research. I will also be using the online textbook on E360. I will also use some online resources. Odysseus faced a lot of challenges trying to get back home to his family. I will be explaining in depth about everything that has happened on his journey. I will open up my paper with a summary of “The Odyssey”. Then I will have a few body paragraphs and then end my paper with a conclusion.












                    “The Odyssey “is the continuation of “The Iliad”. The Odyssey is Homers Epic of Odysseus ten year struggle to return home after the Trojan War. While Odysseus battles mystical creatures and faces the wrath of the gods. Odysseus wife Penelope and their son Telemachus stave off suitors wanting Penelope hand in marriage. And they also want to get on the throne. Odysseus crewmen was lazy and greedy. The Odyssey ends as Odysseus wins a contest to prove his identity, slaughters the suitors, and retakes the throne of Ithaca. Odysseus showed bravery and was strong but was clever as well. In my essay I will talk about Odysseus Return to Ithaca.
	Odysseus went to the land of Cicones for food and water. He ended up raiding the town taking all the food, water, and gold. The gods were watching it and they were very disappointed. This is one of the reasons why Odysseus lost so many of his men. The Island of the Lotus Eaters was the next stop. Odysseus sent a few of his men to go meet the Lotus Eaters. When they met the Lotus Eaters they got some food and a drink that had nectars from Lotus flowers in it. The nectar made you lose all desire of home and make you feel dreamy. Odysseus realized his men was gone too long, he had to get them and lock them up in the ship. 
	Odysseus and his men sail to the Island of the Cyclopes. He wanted to figure out who, or what lived on the island. Odysseus and his man found a cave. The group burnt an offering and feasted. A Cyclopes name Polyphemus pushed a slab in front of the door. Polyphemus is the son of Poseidon. Polyphemus makes a show of hospitality at first. But he turns hostile afterwards. Polyphemus eats two of Odysseus men and Imprisons Odysseus and the rest in his cave for future meals. Odysseus wants to take his sword to Polyphemus but he knows that Polyphemus is too strong. So he executes a plan. The next day Polyphemus was outside pasturing his sheep, Odysseus finds a wooden staff and hardens it in the fire. When Polyphemus returns, Odysseus got him drunk on wine. Polyphemus ask Odysseus what is his name and Odysseus said nobody. As soon as Polyphemus collapses Odysseus and his men stabbed him in the eye. He became blind and Odysseus and his men was able to get away. Odysseus was feeling boastful and said who really was. Polyphemus cursed him and said that he is going to make his journey home hell. Polyphemus lifts up a prayer to his father, calling for vengeance on Odysseus.
	Odysseus and his men stopped at the island of Aeolus. Aeolus treated Odysseus well and gave him a bag of winds. The bag had all of the west winds bundled up in it and was not to be opened until they get back to Ithaca. There was one problem, Odysseus men were curious of what was in the bag. They thought that Odysseus had gold and was keeping it to himself, so they opened it before they got to Ithaca. This made the Journey back home longer and even harder. After the wind storm was over Odysseus ships landed on Telepylos, the land of the Laestrygonians. Three men goes onto the land and the Laestrygonian king eats one of the scouts. When this happen all the Greeks run for the ship but the king smashed 11 ships. Odysseus order the men to his ship and they leave as soon as possible.  They then land on Circe’s island, Aeaea. Odysseus sends half of his men to go look for someone to get food and water. The men that are sent hear Circe’s singing, as they get closer to her home they see animals that should be attacking, but they are just sitting there staring at them. When they reach the house Circe feeds them and turns them into pigs. Eurylokhos runs back to tell Odysseus what happened. Odysseus tries to go to her house and try to get her to let his men go. On his way there, Hermes gives him a magical flower that can keep him protected from Circe spells. He also gave Odysseus some advice. When Odysseus get to her house she offers him some wine. He drinks it with no problem and she was waiting on him to change into a pig. She is really surprised and confused. Circe ask Odysseus to make love with her but he said no until she swears to do something. When she does they make love. Odysseus said he want his man freed. After his men were freed they stayed with Circe for a year. Odysseus ask for help to get home, she tells him to head for the underworld and look for Tiresias.
	Odysseus and his men head for the underworld. When they get there Odysseus enters it alone. He searches for Tiresias but in order to find him he must sacrifice a ewe and a lamb. After that he has to fight the spirits He finally found him. Tiresias told him how to get home. As Odysseus leaving he saw his mom spirit. He talks to her and ask her why and how she died. Then he continued his journey. Odysseus passed the sirens. Circe warned him and said they lure men in with their singing. To get home Odysseus and his men has to pass two cliffs. Scylla live one cliff and is a six headed that would take six men off each ship.  Charybdis lived on the other side who will take all the men off the ship. Odysseus decided to go through Scylla, they stopped her from taking all six men by throwing her a lamb. While she ate the lamb they went pass. Their next journey was the land of Helios, the sun god. Odysseus was warned that he should not let his men harm the cattle. There was a bad storm and they got stuck for one month. One of the men ate the cattle and they got pushed back to the cliffs. Odysseus was the only one to live. 
	Odysseus ends at Ogygia where the goddess Calypso lives. He stays here for a few years. Athena asks Zeus to let Odysseus go. Zeus has Hermes go to Calypso and tell her she must let him to return home. She tries to trick him but he still leaves. While Odysseus is on the way home, Poseidon saw what Zeus was doing and created a storm. Odysseus ship was wrecked and he starts to drown. The sea goddess comes to rescue him and puts a veil over him that keeps him safe. Nausica lets Odysseus wash and change clothes. Athena makes him look handsome so Nausica can fall in love with him. Her dad gave him a ship to go home. When Odysseus returns to Ithaca he disguises himself as a beggar. He goes to Eumaeus house and found his son. He tells his son who he was and said keep a secret. Odysseus seen there were a lot of suitors at his house and he did not like that. Penelope said she must pick one of the suitors who wins the contest. The contest is to string Odysseus bow and shoot it. None of the suitors could do it, but Odysseus could. They was so surprised and he is still disguised as a beggar. Odysseus then kills all the suitors. He then tells Penelope who he is. She told him to tell her about the bed so she knows it’s him.
	Odysseus faced so many challenges trying to get home to his wife and son. He had to deal with the wrath of the gods and faught a lot of mythical creatures. It took Odysseus ten years to get home. He went through 13 different locations until he finally made it to Ithaca. Each location he stopped at was a test.
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