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I. Plot
A Soldier’s Play is a play, about the progression through racism and segregation of African American Americans and Caucasians during World War 2. About a year before the War ends, Sergeant Vernon C. Waters is killed by one of the men stationed at the military base. Many of the characters believe he was killed because of the racial tension between the white and black soldiers. Due to his death an investigation is started on the men of the base. A colored Military Officer, Captain Richard Davenport, is sent to solve the murder case. Captain Taylor, A white man, is not happy with who is sent. He believes the murder is not being taken seriously, he believes sending an African American to solve the case will cause an uproar in the white community if white men are convicted for the crime. Captain Taylor expects Captain Davenport to go straight for the white men, thinking it racially fueled. During his investigation he speaks with Waters’s subordinates and learns he was kind of mean to his subordinates, he acted like an Uncle Tom. This trait pushed him to pick on one of his subordinates, C.J. Memphis, more than others. He dislikes C.J. because he is talented athletically and musically. He ends up getting C.J. framed so he can spend some time in prison. C.J., although physically gifted was not mentally strong. He was known to be sort of a pushover when it came to how Waters treated him. Once he was in prison, he ends of committing suicide. This caused Private First-Class Melvin Peterson to kill Waters. Even though Captain Taylor is still pushing for him to arrest the two white suspects, Captain Davenport ends up learning that Peterson killed Waters through Private Tony Smalls.
II. Characters
There are twelve main characters in this play, these characters are:
Sergeant Richard Waters is an African American sergeant who is killed during the play. Waters harasses his men who match the generalized idea of a foolish black man. Waters harasses C.J. Memphis until C.J. finally hits Waters. Waters ends up drinking too much after feeling guilty for the death of C.J. He is beaten by Byrd and Wilcox after insulting them, but they keep him alive once Wilcox convinces Byrd. Smalls and Peterson find Waters in the road, and after beating him, Peterson decides to murder him.
Captain Charles Taylor is a somewhat progressive racist, he believes in justice but, he does not accept that a black man, Davenport, can do the same job as a white man. Captain Taylor is very set on having Byrd and Wilcox arrested for the murder of Sergeant Waters. He was not raised in a racist mindset. 
Corporeal Bernard Cobb is the black man who helps Davenport connect Smalls and Peterson to the crime by telling him the were on guard that night. He tries to defend C.J. with Peterson. 
Private First-Class Melvin Peterson is a black man who decides to join the army because he believes he will have a chance to fight. Peterson is not like C.J. at all, he is not someone to just roll over and take Waters’s insult, this ends up causing him to get into a physical confrontation with Waters. Peterson find Waters in the road on the day he’s on guard and decides to beat him up and shoots him in the chest and then the head. 
Lieutenant Byrd is one of the white males who beat up on Sergeant Waters before his death on the night of his murder. He is very southern racist which brings even more suspension on to him for the murder. 
Captain Wilcox is a white medical officer. He keeps Byrd from killing Waters although he insults them both.
Private C.J. Memphis is a black private who is gifted musically. He is also very athletic which causes him to be resented by Walters. C.J. punches Walters after he accuses him of a crime he didn’t commit. He ends up killing himself in prison. 
Private Tony Smalls is a part of Waters murder even though he doesn’t kill himself. He tries to protect Peterson but ends up confessing to Captain Davenport of what transpired that night. 
Corporeal Ellis is a black man assigned to help Davenport with his investigation.
Private Louis Henson is a black man who is confident that a Ku Klux Klan member killed Waters. He is a not a “Snitch”, so he is reluctant to tell Davenport what he knows about Waters and his murder. 
Private James Wilkie is a Black Soldier who is recently demoted. Wilkie is somewhat of a servant to Waters. Waters is the reason Wilkie is demoted and bribes him with his stripes to get him to plant evidence on C.J. Memphis.
Captain Richard Davenport is a black military attorney who is assigned to the case of Waters’s murder. Davenport is not intimated by the white men who look down on him for being black. He does not accept the easy answer of a racism fueled killer and wants to truly solve the case. 
III. Setting
The setting takes place on an Army base in Louisiana, in 1944, near the end of World War II. 
IV. Given Circumstances
Sergeant Waters is harsh to his subordinates. His harshness causes his subordinates to not like him. He acts harsh because he wants African Americans to be taken more seriously. Even though it sounds good he goes about it incorrectly and causes him to be miss understood by the other soldiers. 
V. Conclusion 
The play is actually really interesting. I enjoyed reading it and analyzing the themes in the play.  The dialogue seemed to flow well. It felt as if the play was easy to understand and the themes were not overly hidden. I decided to find the play acted out and found it on YouTube.  
