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I.	According to Occurrence

a. girl, father, South Carolina (Free Morphemes)
b. un-, -ness, -ity (Bound Morphemes)

II.	According to Position
	
a. Prefix (un-, pre-)
b. Suffix (-tion, -ity)
c. Infix (-in- as in binasa; -iz- as in crizib)

III.	According to Combination

a. Free morpheme:  kind
b. Free morpheme + Bound morpheme:  kind + ly = kindly
c. Bound morpheme + Free morpheme:  un + kind = unkind
d. Bound morpheme + Bound morpheme:  	con + tain	con + ceive
						re + tain		re + ceive
						per + tain	per + ceive
						de + tain	de + ceive
	Free morpheme + Free morpheme 

1. note + book (notebook)
2. hot + dog (hotdog)
3. green + house (greenhouse)

Note:  notebook, hotdog, and greenhouse are bonafide compound words.  There cannot be an insertion between the two words.  Compounding is the largest system of wordmaking that add words to the English language.

IV.	According to Process

a. Addition (boy + hood; neighbor + hood; fire + place—compounding)
b. Subtraction (ask to axe or /aks/—a form of metathesis wherein the s sound disappears such as in May I axe /aks/ you a question?; -kind-)
c. Replacement (man/men; sing/sang)
d. Zero (singular noun sheep/plural noun sheep)
e. Suppletion (no inflectional remnants as one finds in waiter/waitress; actor/actress—	steer/cow		gander/goose
			husband/wife		boy/girl
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Source:  
O’Grady, William, et al.  Contemporary Linguistics:  An Introduction, 4th ed.  New York:  Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, 
2001.

Remember that the phoneme is the “smallest unit of sound” in the English language.

The morpheme is the “smallest unit of language that carries information about meaning or function” (133).  Free morphemes are words by themselves; bound morphemes, called inflections, are attached to the base of words (133).

Word-Building Processes

“Compounding—the combination of two or more words to create new words as in hot + dog = hotdog; cry + baby = crybaby; note + book = notebook. Currently, with borrowings from other languages, the English language grows the most through compounding.  Note that compound words have parts of speech—hotdog is an adjective + noun, crybaby is a verb + noun, notebook is a noun + noun; outhouse and in-group are prepositions + nouns.

Affixation—affixes are of three types:  prefixes, suffixes, and infixes.  Examples are re + tain, hunt + er, re + play.

Cliticization—these behave like words but can’t stand alone for phonological reasons.  Some examples are the use of contractions such as the ’m in I’m, the ’s in it’s, and the ’re in you’re.

Internal Change—substitutes one nonmorphemic segment for another to mark grammatical contrast. Some examples are sing-sang; drive-drove; goose-geese:  Ablaut and Umlaut

Suppletion—replaces a morpheme with an entirely different morpheme for grammatical contrast.  Some examples are catch-caught, wreak-wrought, teach-taught.

Reduplication—repetition of all or part of the base of a word for grammatical/semantic contrast.
The following examples are used mainly by children—bye bye, boo boo, poo poo, popo, dumb dumb, cuckoo, etc.   In Hawaiian, there are words like au’ au (bathe); kau’ kau (eat); mo’i mo’i (sleep).

Conversion—assigns an existing word to a new syntactic category.  Verb derived from Noun (butter the bread); Noun derived from Verb (a brief report); Verb derived from Adjective (empty the box).

Clipping—shorten polysyllabic words by deleting one or more syllables.  Words such as prof from professor, burger from hamburger, auto from automobile, condo from condominium are examples of clipped words.

Blends—blending nonmorphemic parts of two existing items (the first part of one part and the final part of the other as in brunch from breakfast and lunch).

Back Formation—removes an affix from a word to create a new word such as in resurrection to resurrect or from donation to donate—noun to verb” (137-141).





The -S Inflection Assignment:  Phonemes, Allomorphs, and Allophones
Dr. Batten
English 335-01
Fall 2020

Directions:  The affixes (word endings) below are bonfide inflections that have remained with the English Language since the Old
English period of Latin Grammar being use by the Old English language.   Please write one sentence for each inflection and
understand the difference between grammatical and derivational word endings.

Grammatical (a process that marks the grammar of a word)    versus 	Derivational (a process that changes the part of speech of a word)
-S1  (verb ending)		   						-ER	
-S2  (noun ending)                        							-ING
-’S1 (singular possession)								-IZE
-‘S2 (contraction)									-TION
		 -S’  (plural possession)
-ED (simple past tense)	
	

The cat runs1 fast.								I love to dance, so I want to be a dancer.
The boys2 are fat.								Exercising is good for the health. 
The boy’s1 bag is red.								I realize I hate math.
The cat’s tail is brown.								I wish I had the power of teleportation. 
The boys’ cats are white. 
I finished my test. 
			

Directions:  Transcribe the words below that use allomorphs.  Notice that allomorphs are enclosed in brackets [  ] and not slashes /  /.

Inflections as Allomorphs

Lips [s]	/lIps/
	

Pills  [z]	/pIlz/		


Judges  [ǝz] /ʤudgs/
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(pp. 165-166)


