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Reading Theories

“Reading critically means interacting with the text, questioning the text's assumptions, and formulating and
reformulating judgements about its ideas. Think of reading as a dialogue between you and the text.” “Being
a critical reader...means actively engaging the text by asking questions and exploring your reactions—
while remaining open to new ideas” (p. 6).

a. Critical readers interact with the text to make meaning. Explain what this Transactional
Theory mean with respect to critical reading.
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b. Critical readers analyze, summarize, and interpret texts.

Semiotics Theory deals with the sign and signifier such as the word STOP as the sign and
the red OCTAGON the eight-sided symbol as the signifier. NOTE: WHEN DRIVING,
DRIVERS MUST READ, ANALYZE, AND INTERPRET WHAT A SIGN SIGNIFIES. DISCUSS.

c. Critical Readers understand that words have meanings within specific cultural contexts.

Words have different meanings within particular cultural contexts. Use Schema Theory to
demonstrate that the word Mistress and the different meanings it has culturally, even
historically, and to build the schema of new users of the different meanings of this word. You
may also want to discuss the differences in meaning of the following words using schema
theory: dog, K-9, canine, dogg, etc.

d. Critical Readers understand that a text has different meanings for different cultures and
histories.

Sapir-Whorf or Whorfian Hypothesis, a psychological theory, claims that different cultures
and histories such as beliefs, expectations, desires, and biases, including one’s ethnic group,
social class, religion, and gender shape how one’s worldview interacts while the reader makes
meaning.



Skills Used by Strategic Readers

Highlighting

Annotating

Outlining

Drawing Maps (timelines, diagrams, chart)
Summarizing
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Headings and Subheadings
Skimming

Scanning

SQ3R
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Write out the full acronym for MARSI. SQ3R, and SQ4R

MARSI: (Metacognitive Assessment of Reading Strategies Inventory)
https://www.nwfsc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Marsi-test. pdf

SQ3R:  (Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SQ3R

SQ4R:  (Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Relate, Review)
https:/lwww.american.edu/provost/academic-access/upload/sqér-reading-strategy.pdf

Now, research the SQ5R Reading Strategies Method



