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Contemporary Play Analysis of August Wilson’s Fences 
	The play Fences by August Wilson, contains Two Acts and about Nine Scenes overall. August Wilson wrote this play in 1983, but based it on the struggles of the working-class in 1957.  Wilson’s play has the total of thirteen characters, but only about seven main characters. His inspiring play starts off on a Pittsburg morning in early September, mostly located at the Maxson’s house. The play starts off with Troy Maxson, the protagonist, and Bono, the follower, talking and drinking on the front porch, as usual. Troy and Rose are the couple in the play, but Bono thinks that Troy is cheating on her. As Bono and Troy are talking about how there’s not one colored garage truck driver, Rose comes into the scene informing Troy how their son, Cory, was recruited by a college football team, but Troy didn’t want him playing sports. Troy believes that his son should be focused on his grades, chores, and his job at the local grocery store. Troy only wanted him focus on that because he didn’t get a chance to live out his dreams in the Negro League. While the three are chatting about Troy’s struggles during July 1941, their oldest son, Lyons, pops up to their house knowing that it was payday, and asked for $10. Troy is big on his sons working for what to want, so he didn’t give it to him, but Rose spoils them and gives him the money anyway. During this time in 1950s, African Americans weren’t the richest, they struggled everyday with having to work the low-ranking jobs to provide for their family. They barely made enough money to do that, so when Troy gives Lyons difficulties about the petty $10, it was because he went to work and worked hard only to get $66.42. Lyon is a 34 years old man who goes out with Bonnie, but still borrows money from his parents and her as well. Troy wants to teach his sons responsibility and how to make their own money.
	Throughout the play, there were a couple of conflicts that went on between the characters. Cory, the youngest son and antagonist, started to get involved into sports which caused the first conflict between him and his father, Troy. Troy notices that Cory started to prioritize football over his chores and his job. Troy makes Cory help out with building the fence after he came from practice, after he rushed out and forgot to do his chores. While they’re building, Cory continues to talk about football and how come they don’t have a TV. This set Troy on a rant about how he can spend money on better things than a $200 TV and how he doesn’t want to owe anybody money. When Cory saw how angry he was getting, he asked him how come he never liked him. Troy responds he provides him food, shelter, and clothes because it’s his duty to take care of him. But there’s no law saying he has to like him, he just wants Cory to be better than him.
 After they have their heart to heart conversation the next day, Tory announces that he became the first colored truck driver. This achievement made him realize how far he has matured. Troy talks to Bono and Lyon about his struggles as a young child, and how good Lyon and Cory has it compared to him. Troy got caught by his father messing around with a little girl at night, not pay attention to his chores. His father whooped him in front of her, and Troy embarrassed and angry runs away at 14 years old. He walked 200 miles to the Mobile, hitched a ride to the city, and when he got there he couldn’t get a job nor a place to live, so he was homeless. He had to live by the riverbanks, because he didn’t have any money. Then he started to steal, he met Rose, and had Lyons. But in order to provide for them both, he stole more until he actually started to rob. His robbing experience is what brought him back to reality because he had got shot and was incarcerated for 15 years, that’s where he met Bono. After he got out, he knew he couldn’t go back to his old habits, so he always pushed his sons to strive for better. During this scene, Cory comes in mad at Troy because he went up to the school and told them Cory couldn’t play football and the recruiter doesn’t need to come anymore. Troy says it was because Cory didn’t keep up his chores and he lied about having a job at the A&P. This caused more tension between the two characters. 
	Moving on with the play, Troy had to bail is brother, Gabriel out of jail because he apparently was disturbing the peace, but Gabriel isn’t mentally alert after an incident he was in. After, Bono and Troy are talking about how he looks up to Troy and Rose’s relationship and how he doesn’t want to see them broken up. Bono is very soft spoken and he one of Troy’s good friends. So when he suspects that Troy is stepping out of his marriage, he instantly speaks some facts to Troy. He tells him how much he learns from their relationship and how Rose is a good woman. Their relationship makes him want to be a better man to his wife, Lucille. 
	After Bono and Troy’s talk, Troy talks to Rose about committing Gabriel into an asylum. But not too far into the conversation he tells Rose about how he had an affair with Alberta and got her pregnant. Rose instantly is heartbroken after hearing what Troy says. She was disappointed and caught off-guard, 15 years she waited for Troy to be released and stayed loyal to their relationship no matter the circumstance was, she was always there. She had dreams and aspirations too, but for him she stayed down and left them behind. Troy tries to explain himself, but Rose doesn’t want to hear the excuses because she could’ve cheated while he was locked up and didn’t. Rose is a kind-hearted and compassionate woman, so for him to hurt her it was foul. They get into an argument, that leads to Troy restraining her arms and yelling in her face. Cory comes out and sees this, and instantly attacks Troy. This when respect was loss for Troy.
	Six months later it’s Winter, Troy started to drink more and distance himself from the family. Rose then comes out and confronts him about what she’s done heard about him committing Gabriel into an asylum. But also to inform him that Alberta had the baby, but died at birth. This news struck Troy hard because he didn’t have any expectations to raise their baby girl alone. So he had a moment with Mr. Death and then went to pick up his daughter from the hospital. When he came back he tries to make amends with Rose because he knows he can’t raise a baby by himself without a mother figure. After looking at the baby and discussing options with Troy, Rose said she would take the baby in as her own. Late afternoon, Troy goes to Taylor’s Bar and is spotted by Bono. Bono and Troy haven’t talked after the mistress situation, but when they did it was like before. Bono is now mature he doesn’t drink anymore and he’s thinking of retiring. 
	Troy made it home, now sitting on the porch drunk and singing his song Papa’s Dog. Cory walks up on him, coming from work, and refuses to say excuse me. So Troy stays seated until Cory shows him respect, but Cory doesn’t have any for him. So they’re having a pride battle outside, that’s when Cory says Troy has never done anything for him. Which caused Troy to advance on him, Cory grabs Troy’s bat, and they start to wrestling for it. Troy gets the bat and kicks him out. This was the last time they seen each other, after six years. Six years later, Cory’s back from service, to see Raynell, Toy’s daughter, all grown up. They all are getting ready to attend Troy’s funeral, but Cory is hesitant on going because he doesn’t want to follow his father’s steps and wants to be his own person. But Rose, Lyons, and Raynell encourages him to go in their own ways. They all had a conversation with him but Raynell’s conversation opened his eyes and made him realize how fortunate he was to have known Troy because she barely got a chance. So they sing Papas Dog until Gabriel enters the scene with his trumpet. Gabriel ends they play with his trumpet.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	After reading the play Fences by August Wilson, I feel that it was very eye opening and motivational. It taught me how not to rely on others, when it comes to being successful in life. This play makes you want to work hard for what you got, so you’ll never lose it. In the 1950s, it wasn’t like you were the only one struggling as an African American, everyone was struggling as a unit. Not only was the Civil Rights Movement happening, but also Wars were going on during this time, so it was important to make sure you and your family are financially and physically good. For example, the scene when Troy and Cory were working on the fence and things started to get intense, to the point where Cory asked why Troy never liked him. This scene was so powerful, it made me appreciate how much we have it good and how we should always want to work for what we have, and be a boss. I would recommend this play to watch to any lower or middle-class people, because we’ll understand it more. Working for someone gives them the opportunity to mess your future and control what you have going on.
