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LEARNING MODULE: AFRICAN HISTORY TO 1500 

1. Explain the problems of sources and issues of interpretation while studying the African history?  
What different kind of sources we need to study the history of Africa?  Ans: Challenge is when 
such a periodization is not autochthonous and does not incorporate the broad course of events in 
Africa as a continent. There should be no hard and fast rule about periodization. African 
historiography still faces this challenge. Examples abound where historical timelines for local 
history in West Africa begin in 1800. By 1800, European contacts were established in many parts
of the continent, but this was hardly the beginning of the local history of the people. In Nigeria, 
there is a local course called Igboland since 1800, which implies that the history of this people 
did not commence until 1800. It belies the struggle for the reconstruction of African history when
the periodization of local history almost coincides with the informal engagement of the 
Europeans with the indigenous peoples. Call for historians in Africa, particularly south of the 
Sahara and in the forest belt, is to intensify their efforts in archaeological research and the 
probing of the remote areas of Africa to recover the hidden past. African history should be the 
history of events in Africa and narrate the forces that shaped those events since antiquity; the idea
of a periodical structure in African history should be worked out in line with the sequences of 
developments in the continent on a case-by-case basis, not necessarily following pre-existing 
European models. The indigenous calendars and numerical scales should be incorporated into the 
periodization of the different histories of groups in Africa; this will create a departure from the 
existing periodization scheme that weighs more on Eurocentric scales.

2. What are the characteristics of Africa’s physical geography have influenced the history of the 
continent? Discuss the Physical Description of African continent? Ans: These ancestors were the 
first to develop stone tools, to move out of trees and walk upright, and, most importantly, to 
explore and migrate. While fossils of Australopithecines and Homo habilis have only been found 
in Africa, examples of Homo erectus have been found in the Far East, and their tools have been 
excavated throughout Asia and Europe. This evidence supports the idea that the species of Homo 
erectus that originated in Africa was the first to successfully migrate and populate the rest of the 
world. This human movement, or migration, plays a key role in the cultural landscape of Africa. 
Geographers are especially interested in migration as it relates to the way goods, services, social 
and cultural practices, and knowledge are spread throughout the world. Africa has eight major 
physical regions: the Sahara, the Sahel, the Ethiopian Highlands, the savanna, the Swahili Coast, 
the rain forest, the African Great Lakes, and Southern Africa. Some of these regions cover large 
bands of the continent, such as the Sahara and Sahel, while others are isolated areas, such as the 
Ethiopian Highlands and the Great Lakes. Each of these regions has unique animal and plant 
communities.

3. Describe the Language diversity and major language groupings in Africa? Explain how languages
and peoples diffused throughout the African continent? Each of these families has at least 5% of 
the world’s languages, and together account for two-thirds of all languages. Niger-
Congo and Each of these families has at least 5% of the world’s languages, and together account 
for two-thirds of all languages. Niger-Congo and Austronesian are the two largest from this 
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perspective, each with over 1,000 languages due to the incredible language diversity in sub-
Saharan Africa and Southeast Asia, respectively. Are the two largest from this perspective, each 
with over 1,000 languages due to the incredible language diversity in sub-Saharan Africa and 
Southeast Asia, respectively.


