Name___Tamira Lynch_____________                                            			
“Learning to Read and Write”
I.  Define the following words used in the actual story. Read and try your best to determine each definition as used in the story as many words have multiple meanings. Determine which meaning is the best definition to select. II. Place the completed assignment in the Dropbox labeled Vocabulary Completion.

	Vocabulary
	Definition (In-Context)
 Define using context clues to determine meaning from the actual text

	1. Stratagem
	Plan; has the same beginning as strategy just different ending. Additional context clues: “compelled to resort to various…” 

	2. Disposition
	Qualities; “tender heart became stone, and the lamblike … gave way to one of tiger-like fierceness”. He was describing how his mistress “heavenly” qualities diminished. 

	3. Divest
	Get rid of; “slavery soon proved its ability” “her of these heavenly qualities” 

	4. Compliance
	In agreeance; “ with the advice and direction of her husband

	5. Precepts
	Rules; “The first step in her downward course was in her ceasing to instruct me… now commenced to practice her husband’s precepts.”

	6. Chattel
	Property; “Entering upon the duties of a slaveholder, she did not seem to perceive that I sustained to her… her to treat me as a human being” 

	7. Perplexed
	Confused; “The dictionary offered little to no help… I did not dare to ask anyone about its meaning for I was satisfied that it was something they wanted me to know very little about.” 

	8. Loathe
	Despised; “being the meanest as well as the most wicked men”  

	9. Bestow
	Give; “the bread” “hungry little urchins, who, in return would give me that more valuable bread of knowledge.”

	10. Convert
	Change ; “As many of these as I could, I converted them into teachers” “kindly aid … finally succeeded in learning to read” 

	11. Pious
	Religious; Douglass continued to describe her and said she had “heavenly qualities” 

	12. Wretched
	ill; I saw nothing without seeing it, I heard nothing without hearing it, and felt nothing without feeling it.” “without a remedy”

	13. Dialogue
	Conversation between at least two individuals; “the whole argument in behalf of slavery was brought forward by the master… disposed by the slave.”

	14. Unabated
	Very high/strong ; “I read them over and over again” 

	15. Sustain
	Continue; “reading of these documents enabled me to utter my thoughts, and to meet the arguments brought forward to sustain slavery” 

	16. Abolition
	Ending something; “praying for the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, and of the slave trade between the States.”

	17.  Tedious
	Routine; “long effort for years, I finally succeeded in learning how to write.” 

	18.  Brute
	Person who is looked down upon, not respected; “her to have some training in the exercise of irresponsible power” “treating me as though I am a brute.”  

	19.  Emancipation
	When you are granted freedom; “unexpected effect” “conversation resulted in voluntary emancipation of the slave on the part of the master” 

	20.  Prudence
	Good judgement; “not that it would injure me but it might embarrass them … an unpardonable offence to teach slaves to read in this Christian country”






