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Facing It Analysis 
Facing It by Yusef Komunyakaa is a poem about the Vietnam war. Komunyakaa wrote a poem about his return home from Vietnam. he wrote the poem 14 years after returning home. The poem is written about his experience after visiting the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial in Washington, D.C. While, he was visiting the memorial, it brought many old feelings and memories of his experiences while in the Vietnam. In poem the speaker focuses on three main literary devices such as themes, tone, and language. 
One of the literary devices used in the poem is the use and focus on certain themes. The major themes in Facing it by Yusef Komunyakaa are war and death. The speaker states, “I turn that way—I'm inside the Vietnam Veterans Memorial again, depending on the light to make a difference” (Komunyakaa, lines 10-13, 1947-). The speaker is saying this to let the reader know that he is at the memorial because he was in the war. Another theme shown in this poem is the theme of lose. The speaker is visiting the memorial and is reminded of all the people he lost because of the war. He says, “I touch the name Andrew Johsnon; I see the booby trap’s white flash” (Komunyakaa, lines 17-18, 1947-). He is having a flash back of what happen to his fellow soldier that he lost due to a booby trap. He then lists the number of people that died from the war. And it states, “I go down the 58,022 names” (Komunyakaa, line 14, 1947-). 
Another of the literary device used tone. The speaker’s tone in this poem is sadness and despair. The tone of the poem is showed through a series of lines. In one line, the speaker says, “I said I wouldn't, dammit: No tears. I'm stone. I'm flesh” (Komunyakaa, lines 3-5, 1947-). This line shows that the speaker is sad when looking at the memorial and was trying to hide his sadness. The speaker, also, says “in the black mirror a woman’s trying to erase names: No, she’s brushing a boy’s hair” (Komunyakaa, line29-31, 1947-). The speaker thought the woman was trying to make her lost one come back to life because she was erasing the names. She was just brushing the boy’s har that she knew. This is probably what the woman used to do when she seen the boy before he passed. She was showing her sadness by taking care of the boy and trying to erase the names on the stone. 
The last literary device used in this poem is the use of figurative language. The types of figurative language that was used in this poem is metaphor and enjambment. The speaker says, “I’m stone” (Komunyakaa, line 5, 1947-). The author is comparing himself to a stone because he feels he has to be hard like a stone and not show any emotions. Another example of metaphor is used when the speaker says, “I’m a window” (Komunyakaa, line 27, 1947-). He is comparing himself to window because of he and another vet make eye contact, but the vey doesn’t even notice him. He is focused on the names on the stone. The other type of figurative language used in the poem is enjambment. Enjambment is a thought in poetry that doesn’t come to an end. The thought will just go to the next line. An example of this is, 
“My Clouded reflection eyes me 
Like a bird of prey, the profile of night 
Slanted against morning. I turn 
This way—the stone lets me go.” (Komunyakaa, lines 6-10, 1947-).
The speaker uses this to keep the reader engaged and this style of figurative language is used to encourage the reader to continue reading from line to line. The speaker keeps the readers engaged by suing enjambed lines because this is a hard and sensitive topic. 
Throughout the poem, the speaker used three literary devices to help express what he is experiences. The use of themes, tone and figurative language help the speaker keep the audience’s attentions. This poem is relevant today because many people like the speaker try to suppress their emotions when going through hardships. 
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