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"If the first woman God ever made was strong enough to turn the world upside down all alone, these women together ought to be able to turn it back, and get it right side up again! And now they is asking to do it, the men better let them" (Sojourner Truth, 2019). In the fight for women’s rights, we wanted religious freedom and we wanted to be allowed to have a voice when it came to political situations. We also wanted to be considered United States Citizens. 
“The women suffrage movement actually began in 1848, when a women’s rights convention was held in Seneca Falls, New York. The Seneca Falls meeting was not the first in support of women’s rights, but suffragists later viewed it as the meeting that launched the suffrage movement” (The Woman Suffrage Movement). 
The ratification of the 19th Amendment was considered to be the biggest achievement for women during the Progressive Era. The ratification of this Amendment happened in 1920. It extended the democrat’s voting rights and was the largest in history. “Did you know? Wyoming, the first state to grant voting rights to women, was also the first state to elect a female governor. Nellie Tayloe Rose (1878 – 1977) was elected governor of the Equality State – Wyoming’s official nickname – in 1924” (History.com Editors, 2010). 
As women, we had to fight for our rights to be equal to our male counterparts. In this paper, we will review when our rights were granted to us, what our rights as women included, the fight leading up to us being granted our rights and the famous women who were involved in the rights of women.
In an article on the National Women’s History Alliance page, it is stated, “Now, in view of this entire disenfranchisement of one-half the people of this country, their social and religious degradation, - in view of the unjust laws above mentioned, and because women do feel themselves aggrieved, oppressed, and fraudulently deprived of their most sacred rights, we insist that they have immediate admission to all the rights and privileges which belong to them as citizens of these United States” (Eisenberg & Ruthsdotter 1998). The influential woman who stated this, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, wrote up what she had called a “Declaration of Sentiments”. This declaration states how the women of the United States believed they were being untreated. It listed things such as: “Women were not allowed to vote. Women had to submit to laws when they had no voice in their formation. Husbands had legal power over and responsibility for their wives to the extent that they could imprison or beat them with impunity. Divorce and child custody laws favored men, giving no rights to women” (Eisenberg & Ruthsdotter 1998). The topics went on from there as well. 
After the first Convention between the group of women, the Declaration of Sentiments was sent out. These women knew that there was going to be hard feelings against what these women wanted and expected in return. Newspapers were publishing the whole draft of the Declaration and in this, they also provided the names of every woman who signed in agreeance to it. When this was published, the women were attacked and ridiculed. Some of the women, because of all of this now even worse mistreatment, started changing their minds in being involved in the Declaration. Some of them wanted their names taken off from the document due to embarrassment. Even though some of these women no longer to be a part of this fight for women’s rights, the negative publicity caused other people to want to get involved in it! After the first women’s rights convention, and more so after the negative feedback from the public, groups of people continued to get together regularly. So many people began to attend these conventions that sometimes, some had to be told they couldn’t participate because there were just too many people, but not enough space. 
Some major influential women who were involved in the Women’s Rights Movement included Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucy Stone, Sojourner Truth, Anna Howard Shaw, Carrie Chapman Catt, Harriot Stanton Blatch (Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s daughter) and Alice Stone Blackwell (Lucy Stone’s daughter). Stanton and Anthony were considered the pioneers of this incredible Women’s Rights Movement. These women, together and separately, traveled all over the United States and lectured about the importance of the movement for almost forty whole years. Blatch and Blackwell continued on with their mother’s legacies in the movement. Shaw and Catt were leaders in the National American Woman Suffrage Association and they were the one’s who helped the movement end in success. In all of this, this then turned into women earning the right to vote, which was one of the biggest issues brought up in the movement. The fight for our rights took almost seventy-two years in total to play out. 
After the women won the rights to vote in 1920, the women knew that the fight would never really be over. They knew that there would be so much more fighting in order to obtain everything that they were hoping to in order to be treated as equals. The National Woman Suffrage Association turned into the League of Women Voters. This group would make sure that as women, you used your right to vote! A Women’s Bureau of the Department of Labor came about to make sure women were allotted safe working conditions that were going to be free from abuse as well. An Equal Rights Amendment was drawn up to make sure that women and men were allowed the same rights throughout the United States. 
In 1964, the Civil Rights Act was passed. This act would make sure that no one would be discriminated against during the hiring process, because of their color, race, religion or national origin. To ensure that this Act was truly going to work and people would not be discriminated against, the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission came forth. To draw everything to a close, in 1981, the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women was deemed as an international treaty. It made sure that women were no longer used for slavery or prostitution. It also made sure that women were given the same rights to an education as men were. All in all, it honestly meant that the rights of women flooded not just the United States, but it actually took over the world!
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has” (Eisenberg & Ruthsdotter 1998). Again, as women, we had to fight for our rights to be equal to our male counterparts. In this paper, we discussed when our rights were granted to us, what our rights as women included, the fight leading up to us being granted our rights and the famous women who were involved in the rights of women.
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