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Our Future, the Children

How many children are unplanned in the US? How many were never wanted in the first
place? Parenthood is a privileged journey, one not deserved, but earned. I believe a test should be
required in order to become a parent. This test would gauge emotional and financial competency
and reduce the number of children in foster care. In turn, this test would reduce crime! Twenty
five percent of youth become incarcerated within two years of aging out of foster care. Only fifty
percent graduate high school. These are sad numbers that can hopefully be changed.

The top reason children are removed from their homes and placed into foster care is
neglect. Would a parent who went through the steps of passing a test neglect their child? Most
likely, no. The second reason children end up in foster care is because of parental drug abuse.
There are many circumstances, but again, I do not see someone who strived and tested to become
a parent taking up the abuse of drugs. Parents who habitually use drugs and continue to have
children who end up in the state’s care should not be allowed to have children. It is disgusting
and sets the child up for failure.

Foster care must be terrifying for a child to endure. Post traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) is diagnosed in children that went through foster care at twice the rate of US war
veterans. We can make preventatives more available and also educate future parents more to
reduce the number of children suffering through this. It is a vicious cycle for a child to start with
subpar parents, go through the foster system, become a criminal and repeat with their own
children. We need to come together to break this cycle.

If more people are educated on these sad statistics, it may make a difference. Everyone
can agree that less crime is ideal. It can start with something as simple as a test. Do we want
more control over our lives? Probably not. If it could change the future and our lives to have this
control, I would be okay with it. The answer may be harsher penalties to neglectful parents. If a
parent cannot give up drugs during pregnancy, this is not a good start for the 18 years of
selflessness the child requires.

Is parenthood a right? Absolutely not. Not everyone is competent enough to raise
children. This hypothetical test has lots of kinks that need to be worked out, but it is a start. We
can start with more education, accountability and preventatives. We owe it to our nation’s future
leaders.

Resources

https://americanspcc.org/get-the-facts-foster-care/
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