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Research Paper Proposal

Research Topic:     (Describe your topic: Don’t just say, “Native American Women”)  

My research topic is going to be looking at how the role of the Native American Women 
changed in regards to how they were treated before the white man’s arrival to after the Native 
Americans were forced to assimilate to the white man’s ways.  In order to do this, I am going to 
focus specifically on the Cherokee and the Iroquois women.  

Thesis (working): Create an although statement in regards to your thesis. This is one long 
statement: Although (counter-opinion opposite of your opinion), (subject) is (your opinion) 
because (reason 1), (reason 2) and (reason 3).

Although the Cherokee and the Iroquois women both held unique and revered position in their 
tribes, their lives took on a drastic transformation when the white men’s way of life was forced 
upon them because of “Christian” beliefs, the women’s roles in society, and the loss of their own
traditions.    

Thesis Road Map:3 Main points your paper is going to talk about in regards to your thesis.  This 
in a sense guides your writing.  

 Christianity thrust upon the Native Americans
 Native American women were expected to be subservient to the men in their 

communities just as the white counterpart women are in theirs.
 In order to embrace assimilation, the Native Americans were forced to give up their 

honored traditions.

What I know about this topic and why am I interested: This should be around 150 words 
explaining your interest in the topic. 

Ever since I was in 9th grade and was asked to write a research paper, I wanted to learn about 
Native Americans.  My naïve 9th grade self didn’t understand that the topic “Indians” was 
extremely broad and there were many different tribes throughout North America and a multitude 
of stories to be told.  I had heard the stories of Geronimo, but I didn’t know what a powerful 
warrior he was until I was older.  I grew up in Colorado where there were schools with names 
like, Arapahoe, Cherokee Trail, towns called Manitou or Cheyenne.  I do know that these names 
have a long history, but the history of the people they were named after is sacred.  I remember 
learning that the Native American Women were treated differently than their white counterparts 
and that they had a different role than that of the white women. 

What I want to learn:     This should be around 100 words describing what you are hoping to learn 
in your research.

I want to learn how about the roles of the Cherokee women in their society as well as the role of 
the Iroquois women before they were introduced to the white man’s ways.  I also want to focus 
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on how their lives changed when the Christian religion was thrust upon them as well as how they
dealt with the loss of their own traditions and beliefs.  

Initial Questions  :   come up with 10-15 questions to help guide your writing.  

 When were each of the tribes first exposed to the White Man?
 What was the role of the Cherokee women prior to meeting with the white men?
 What was the role of the Iroquois women prior to meeting with the white men?
 When did the changes happen?
 What were the differences between the two tribes?
 How were Native American women supposed to act after the Whites began to dictate 

what their roles were in the tribes?
 What specific traditions were lost after they were assimilated into White society?
 What long-term effects are evident today?
 Did the women embrace Christianity and if so, how did they do this as a whole?

Instructor approval: In order to proceed with the research, you must have approval from the 
instructor.  The following are some things to think about as you narrow your topic”

 If you are going to write about a global event like the Depression or WWI, narrow your 
topic to an event or a person during that time period.  You will not be allowed to write on
too broad of a topic or anything prior to the end of the Civil War or after the Obama 
presidency. (The following are some of the topics covered in the class that were 
acceptable followed by what would be considered too broad)

o The Challenger Explosion (Not NASA)
o The use of Agent Orange in Vietnam and the people affected by its use. (Not 

Vietnam)
o Hurricane Katrina (Not natural disasters)
o Carry Nation (Not Temperance movement) 
o Auschwitz (Not the Holocaust)
o Carlisle School (Not Native Americans)
o JP Morgan (Not big business)
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The Formula: 

Although most politicians support ongoing funding for the DEA_______,

                  COUNTER ARGUMENT (OPOSITE OF YOUR OPINION)

the war on drugs + is a travesty of justice

        SUBJECT OPINION

because sentencing laws are discriminatory, more prisons than colleges are built, and addiction is 

                       REASON 1, REASON 2,                    REASON 3

treated as a crime rather than a disease.


