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1. Convergence Innovation has led to smaller devices that cost less and do more. Today, a tablet or smartphone has the same processing power of a PC from a few years ago. Research three of the newest smartphones or tablets on the market. Using the following table, compare the features of each device. Use this research to decide which device would best meet your personal needs.
Write up your decision in a two- to three-paragraph essay. Which device should you buy and why? What other accessories will you need to purchase? Do you need to purchase a data plan to take advantage of all the device’s features?

	
	Device 1
	Device 2
	Device 3

	Website or store
	apple.com
	Bestbuy.com
	Store.google.com

	Brand
	Apple 
	Microsoft
	Google 

	Model 
	IPAD AIR
	Surface GO
	Pixel Slate

	Price 
	64G wifi =599
OR
64G wifi/cellular =729
	399
64GB
	499
64GB 

	Phone 
	No
	No 
	

	Calendar
	Yes – App 
	Yes 
	Yes – everything is synced with Google 

	Camera/video 
	10.9 inch screen 
Face time 
	10.5 inch 
	12.3 inch display
DuoCam

	GPS 
	Yes – App 
	n/a 
	n/a 

	Games
	Yes – App 
	Yes – app 
	Yes – apps 

	Video player
	Yes – App 
	Yes 
	Yes 

	MP3 player
	Itunes/Music Store  
	Yes – App 
	Yes – 2 front facing speakers and 2 mics to help with noise cancellation 

	Internet
	Option of wifi or wifi/cellular 
	Wifi Enabled / bluetooth
	Wifi Enabled/ Bluetooth 

	Downloadable apps
	Yes 
	Yes 
	Yes 

	Additional features
	Can be paired with Apple Pencil 
	Microsoft 365 
Stylus & keyboard 
	Google work offline 
Has Pixel Pen 

	Additional Purchases NeededAdditional purchases required to meet needs
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For the homework assignment for convergence we were tasked with researching three devices that would be useful in our everyday life and that we would consider purchasing. My husband and I have recently purchased a new laptop to aid in my academic pursuit but in our daily life two items are used regularly, our cellphones and our tablets. I chose to research a tablet as I have an aging Amazon Kindle Fire and he uses his IPad so much that we truly need two of our own and we both recently upgraded to the newest Iphones, so we are locked into a contract. 
I have decided to purchase the Google Pixel Slate. For me it was truly a toss-up, but I made my determining factors: price, audio ability and storage and ease of use. I naturally was geared towards choosing an Apple product as I use one daily with my cell phone and borrow my husbands IPad from time to time to work on a Cricut project. For me ease of use would be to use a larger version of my cellphone however when I really sat down and evaluated the use, I decided to stray away from my brand loyalty to Apple. 
I decided that when I am using a tablet, I have few uses that truly would matter what brand of device I use. Such things include the ability to access apps which Google offers many on their platform Google Play. My app usage is very general, I use it for cricut design space projects which creates the necessity for a large screen. I use the tablet for an occasional scroll on social media and I enjoy being able to video chat with my family in different states and countries. The Pixel Slate offers a DuoCam in high resolution that offers a better-quality call and two microphones to help with feedback and noise cancellation. However, my bottom lines are truly based on price because I consider myself thrifty and the acoustics and specifics regarding speakers because I am at heart an audio addict. I use my tablet the most regularly for podcast listening and music in all facets. I love streaming, downloading and most recently have enjoyed watching live music on my tablet. Google Pixel Slate offers the ability to download the most common apps such as Spotify, Pandora, Jukely and more but also offers Google Podcasts which is simple to use much like their search engine, email and more. On top of the ease of use in these categories I also loved the fact that the Pixel Slate has two front facing speakers that crafted specifically for audio purposes. 
With all the ease and simplicity of a Google based product I was most impressed with the price of the tablet. A 64 GB storage capability was offered for the median price of $499.00. This was considerably cheaper than an Apple product with arguably the same capabilities and use of ease. It almost makes me consider seeking out a Google Pixel phone but I will take baby steps and start with a tablet before making the jump. 



		
