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As I was reading and labeling the parts of the heart, I specifically looked at the aortic arch as I am aware from medical records that I have a right aortic arch. I have not experienced any symptoms of the right aortic arch, as far as I am aware. Because I have ideopathic scoliosis, I have physical defects that affect me in various ways, so I may not notice anything caused by the defective arch. 
The aortic arch forms an arch to the left of the trachea. The RAA occurs in about 1 in 1000 babies and the exact cause is not known. 1 in 10 of these babies has a variation in their chromosomes (ISOG, 2019). But, most people with the RAA do not have symptoms and never have a problem related to the RAA. In fact, most people are diagnosed as a result of a chest x-ray, MRI, or CT Scan. The defect can cause a vascular ring to form around the trachea and/or the esophagus. This can cause problems with breathing, swallowing, asthma, and respiratory problems. So this may be one way that the right aortic arch could cause problems and be identified earlier in the patient’s life.
It is important to have an understanding of various abnormalities and the ways these may manifest themselves. This can aid in patient education, and it could be applicable to my own experience. As I learn more, I will assess additional potential symptoms. 
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