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Black Sox Scandal 
Focusing on the Black Sox Baseball Scandal and describing the details behind what became one of the world’s most notorious scandals.  What led up to this scandal, along with whom was involved and what players from the White Sox Baseball team.  Discussing how this scandal resulted in the throwing of the World Series in 1919.  Although eight Chicago White Sox baseball players held great standings in the league of baseball, they quickly became the Black Sox players who were never to set foot on the big league diamond again from their “get rich” scam, involvement of each of them with the scandal and the conspiracy with professional gamblers. 
[bookmark: _Hlk43734382]It is almost unthinkable that baseball players would throw the World Series, yet it happened in the fall of 1919.  It was the World Series time in baseball, with the American League Champions, Chicago White Sox Team vs the National League Champions, Cincinnati Reds Team.  This has become the most famous scandal in the history of sports.  Although the exact details of the scandal remain subject to debate and a little cloudy. However, the one main fact and indisputable truth is, talented individuals with the Chicago White Sox conspired with professional gamblers to “rig” the outcome of the 1919 World Series (SABR, 2015).  The owner Charles Comiskey of the Chicago White Sox, had a club of players who were divided up into two different groups, “gangs”, that didn’t have anything to say to each other, but together as a Team, them were the best in baseball and quite possibly the best that ever played baseball.  The problem was they, like all other baseball players, were not paid much at that time even if they were worth more money (UMKC, 2010). Baseball had a reserve clause.  What is this you ask?  Well it was a contract, but more so favoring the baseball ownership side and not so much the player.  It would bound the player to the team for as long as the team shall desire but gave the payer no rights or times to choose another baseball team if he should decide he no longer wants to be on that team.  Even if the contract expired the player remained to the team and could only be sold, traded, or released but the player could not make any decision themselves to move teams.  This of course made it easy to keep salaries at what they were for baseball players as they couldn’t demand more or be free agents.  All players of baseball were required to sign these reserve clauses and if they so choose not to, they would not be allowed to play for a professional team of any sort. (UMKC, 2010). Comiskey’s, the White Sox owner paid 2 of his best players Joe Jackson (Shoeless Joe) and Buck Weaver a salary of $6,000 per year.  Chicago White Sox had the highest paid players in the baseball league in 1919 and men were eager to sell their souls for little money and that commitment just to play baseball.  Comiskey had been called and been labeled the tightwad even though he had the highest paid players, this is the reputation he carried (UMKC, 2010).   During this era of the reserve clause it made it easy for gamblers to find players in lots on teams that were all looking to make extra cash and they did with the White Sox team creating the Black Sox Scandal.
There was long standing toxic feelings between baseball players for the reserve clause and the owner of the Comisky of the White Sox Team.  There had always been gambling and game fixing within the sport’s infancy, even in post season play however this bitterness with players on the White Sox players is believed to have led to the them into the conspiracy that forever changed baseball.  These toxic feelings were brought on by such things as a bonus of $10,000 promised to star pitcher Eddie Cicotte a couple years back for a 30-win season, however Comiskey benched him instead of coming up with the money to pay him the bonus; this is a disputed historians on the bonus money, but has appeared in all investigated history writings of the events during that time (UMKC, 2010).  It is subject to the two versions of why they contributed in the scandal; to get even with Comiskey and National baseball as well as it was done for just earning a little extra cash.  As many stories of the events state, it was probably both that created this scandal.  A key player in the scandal, a gambler Abe Attell, summarized it as “cheaters cheating” (UMKC, 2010).  The true creators of the Black Sox Scandal have never truly been conclusively identified.  It is believed by the notion of the fixing of the Series came to mind by the White Sox first baseman, Chick Gandil and  professional gambler Joseph “Sport” Sullivan taking place in Boston The initial idea is questionable to who’s idea it actually was, but the most connected player was Gandil who even stated during an interview, “I was the Ringleader” (UMKC, 2010).   Gandil and Sullivan met in Gandil hotel room with small talk around having it in the bag and demanding $80,000 for himself and the additional players he would recruit feeling that a fix of 7 to 8 players would be nearly impossible.  Sullivan replied to that with telling him to not be silly, it had been done once it can be done again.  By this he meant the fix pulled in 1918 series of the Chicago Cubs dumping the win to the Boston Red Sox, which had been one that with low prospect of discovery or punishment.  It was rumored that the 1918 fix had $10,000 payoffs and the White Sox players were envious of this money, turning the American League Pitcher gambler and financing a Series fix himself.  The reports of players malfeasance were not taken seriously, routinely dismissed by the game’s establishment and denigrated in the sporting press.  The 1918 gambling related events seem to have vanished and were deemed insufficient grounds for disciplinary action.  This led Gandil to believe the fix in 1919 Series would be viewed from a player standpoint as a low risk/high reward proposition (UMKC, 2010).  With players such as Eddie Cicotte, pitcher, was having money troubles from a high mortgage from the farm he bought, Cicotte first resisted Gandil’s proposal of fix and money.  Just 3 days before the Series began, he came back and told him he would do it for $10,000 but before the Series began.  Cicotte had already been promised and shut out of a bonus of $10,000, he wanted security in the money upfront for his part this time (UMKC, 2010).  Cicotte explained in front of a grand jury that they wanted him to go crooked and he needed the money.  He claims he later found the money under his pillow when he went back to his room and he had sold out Commy and the other boys because he wanted the money and angry at the owner Comisky’s (UMKC, 2010).
[bookmark: _Hlk43741408]Once Gandil had Cicotte on board they began the crew to commit to the fix of the 1919 World Series (SABR, 2015).  They next secured Oscar Felsch, the White Sox’s center field, then, Buck Weaver the third baseman, on to then the shortstop Swede Risberg and utility outfielder, Fred McMullin, all who quickly said they were in on the fix.  They all knew though that the critical position to this fix was going to be in the pitcher positions.  Now that they had 6 secured in the fix they went to convince Claude “Lefty” Williams, the starting pitcher, who joined.  Finally approaching the last key player needed, they approached the teams best hitter, Joe “Shoeless” Jackson who also gladly joined in the scandal (UMKC, 2010).   There was a meeting in Gandil’s hotel room September 21, 1919 with all the players confirmed in the fix that would change and shatter these 8 players careers forever (reference image 1 for the complete eight list by name, position, age and other detail of these players involved in the fix).  During this meeting the eight had decided that they wanted the money upfront so that when the heat got to much they would already have the money and then they could double cross the gambler, they all agreed this was a brilliant idea.  Gandil had then met the next day with Sullivan to let him know the fix to the World Series was on and that he needed to come up with $80,000 for the players that were involved before the series began.  Sullivan response to this was that was to much money to come up with in a short amount of time, but he’d have it before they arrived back for the final games of the series in Chicago for them.  This is where things began to get more complicated with what they thought was a set and ready proof plan.  There were two other gamblers, “sleepy” Bill Burns and associate Billy Maharg, that hears about this fix,  These two gamblers approached Cicotte and offered to top Sullivan’s offer with $100,000, being $20,000 to each of the 5 original players – “five men out” (Gandil, Cicotte, Williams, Felsch, and Risberg) of the fix and would work the upfront money to the fix.  This had Burns and Maharg go to meet with the high roller gambler in America, Arnold “Big Bankroll” Rothstein.  At first attempt to meet Rothstein told them he was busy, so he sent his right-hand man, Abe Attell, to meet with them (UMKC, 2010).  Attell was a former heavy weight champion and Full-time hustler that was always looking to score.   Attell had explained to him that Rothstein had reconsidered the proposal of the fix and was willing to finance it (SABR, 2015).  Sullivan had also been working on it still to come up with financing and went to speak with Rothstein, Sullivan was well known and respected with Rothstein more so them Maharg and Burns.  Sullivan then explained the fix and the problem of being 8 players involved not just 5, Rothstein commented back with he saw it as a blessing when it is much harder to prove who’s to blame the more is involved.  So, he sent Sullivan and another college, Nat Evans, to meet with the players the day before they left for Cincinnati to begin the series.  They listened to the demand for the $80,000 upfront and then get back to them.  Rothstein agreed to do $40,000 upfront to pass to Sullivan to distribute to the players.  The other $40,000 would be held in the safe in Chicago and paid out once the Series had gone as planned.  After all this was finalized, Rothstein and Sullivan got busy placing bets for the Reds to win the Series (UMKC, 2010).   In another history telling of this part of the fix, it states, after this meeting prior to leaving for Cincinnati, it was agreed upon that the players would be paid off in $20,000 installments following each White Sox loss in the best of five out of nine Series.  Frustrated and angry from only getting $10,000 under his pillow, Joe Jackson didn’t show at the second meeting and only seven were present.  This is when they were told that Attell and Rothstein refused to pay the money upfront and settles on paying the $20,000 per each game loss in the series (SABR, 2015).  The estimates of gamblers tied to the fix were around half a dozen, but the numbers were probably underestimating as they believed that 20 or more gamblers were involved.  The peddled it around like a sack of popcorn and sold it wherever they could to just make a buck (UMKC, 2010).  
	Opening day came on October 1, 1919 and was a sell out at $50 a ticket.  Cicotte was the first game starter pitcher, who through the first ball as a strike, then came out with the second wild pitch hitting batter Maurice Rath in the back.  This was the sign that the fix was on (UMKC, 2010).  The match was proceeded remarkably in the early going, but then Cicotte suddenly fell apart in the fourth when the White Sox were behind 6-1.  The final score of game one in the Series was Cincinnati 9 and Chicago 1 (SABR, 2015).  Manager of the Sox Kid Gleason with owner Charles Comiskey, he was asked if he thought the team was throwing the Series.  Gleason has hesitated to answer him, but answered he knew something was wrong, but he didn’t know for certain (UMKC, 2010).  Game 2 of the Series went as planned with a Cincinnati win of 4 and Chicago lose of 2.  The catcher for the Sox was furious after game 2 and went to talk to Gleason after the game: “the sonofabitch Williams kept crossing me.  In that lousy fourth inning, he crossed me three times! He wouldn’t throw a curve.” (UMKC, 2010).  The corrupt players were now owed $40,000 and Burns was really hard pressed to get this from Attell.  Attell only came up with a fraction of that with $10,000 after game two but was assured from Gandil that the Sox would lose game three in the Series even they were feeling double crossed.  Come game three two of the middlemen for the fixing were taken out jeopardizing the wagering stake when Dickey Kerr, pitcher, gave the Sox their win with a 3-0.  It became questionable if the fix still continued in game three due to the disputed matter of money, however Jackson stated to the press they did attempt to throw the game but Kerr’s pitching was quite a performance (SABR, 2015).  Per report of another history reporting, they stated that Gandil had told Burns that they were going to throw the game, when they actually had not decided what to do yet being upset on the promised money they had received.  Gandil was responsible in game for driving home two of those runs.  This was the point that Gandil told Sullivan that they needed the $20,000 before game four or the fix was over.  Sullivan was able to meet this deadline, barely, giving Jackson and Williams $5,000 payoffs (UMKC, 2010).  Cicotte took the mound in game four which was considered the most controversial game of the Series.   His pitching was how it had been expected of him getting into a pitching duel with the Reds fireball Jimmy Ring.  However, his out fielding was another matter where he had miss plays in the fifth inning resulting in Cincinnati pulled off the win 2-0.   Also in game four poor plays from Felsch and Risberg helped to result in the fate of the lose for the Sox (SABR, 2015).  
	Getting into game five of the Series, the White Sox were in a horrible batting slump that wasn’t expected from the American League’s lineup with a 26 inning streak without scoring.  Nothing changed in this game five, with only managing to hit three that was up to bat, Cincinnati took the win again with a 5-0 leaving the White Sox on the chance of elimination from the world series (SABR, 2015).  However, the gamblers failed to produce the $20,000 after game five lose and the Sox players decided they had enough.  They talked and said they would become the old Sox again, the American League team that wins.  Game six was a 5 to 4 win for the White Sox and then again in game seven they took the win with 4 to 1.  This meant if they won in game eight it would put them a tie and back in the running for the winning of the World Series (UMKC, 2010).   At this point the gambling world was in uncertainty and since the fix was so widespread in professional gambling circles, this falling out of players and gambler was not good for the gambler circles (SABR, 2015).   Reports taken from the men stated that the night before game eight a threats were made to Lefty Williams and his family but threats were reported from Cicotte and Jackson as well that game eight better be thrown in the first inning (UMKC, 2010).  Lefty didn’t make it out in the first inning of game eight leaving the game at 4-0 with the Sox leading.  The second line of White Sox were being taken by the Reds, making the final score Cincinnati 10 and Chicago 5 (SABR, 2015).With at least eight games it was with out doubt at least two games were thrown, games two and eight.  Evidence did show that game four was thrown as well.  If they had not thrown two and four games, it would have ended with the White Sox winning the World Series (UMKC, 2010).
	The next day after the lose of the World Series by the White Sox in the sporting world was an article circulated a column by Fullerton questioning the integrity of the White Sox Series.  He had stated that at least seven White Sox players would not be wearing a Chicago uniform next season and the little noticed player corruption started to quickly spread.  Fullerton’s column was not well taken by most of the profession and some of his fellow sportswriters called Fullerton nothing more than the sour  grapes of an expert and embarrassed by the misfire of his World Series prediction (SABR, 2015).  Fullerton had heard the buzz of a fix well before the first ball was thrown to the first game and had informed Comiskey of a possible fix.  Of all the eight men out, there was a possible four that was clearly playing to lose and throw the games: Gandil, Williams, Cicotte and Risberg.  Risberg was the tough guy of the players that enforced the fix to be kept hush and threatened any player who might reveal the agreement they had with the gamblers.  Cicotte gave 100% to the fix and in his own words said, “I’ve played a crooked game.” He gave the signal in the first game in the second pitch, hitting the player, that the fix was on.  Cicotte had admitted to purposefully putting the batter on base and then he also had glaring errors in game four that a grand jury convicted him on, admitting to all the plays that were done intentionally.  Comiskey kept all information and details on the fix given to him quiet.  Comisky had given Jackson, Felsch, Risberg and Williams substantial pay raises for the next season and only the ringleader, Gandil was offered the contract for no more than his previous season’s salary.  Gandil rejected this offer.  The suspicion continued all year and ended up ending Gandil’s playing career, never playing in another major league game again after the 1919 World Series games (SABR, 2015).  Lawyers reported that Jackson had been unfairly included in the Eight Men Out because he had batted .375 (20 points higher than his career average of .356), scored five runs, got six RBI’s, the only homerun ad could not find a single committed error.  they said that if he really was trying to lose games, he failed miserably.  Jackson’s performance did raise questions on the field, but Jackson admitted he could have tried harder and admitted to accepting money after game three of $5,000.  Jackson faced charges for accepting the money from gamblers and not more aggressively attempting to report the fix to Comiskey and Gleason.  Buck Weaver is another one who was but not, part of the Eight Men Out.  Weaver knew of the fix and attended at least three meetings on it, watched Gandil count out the payoff money from gamblers, and yet failed to report the fix to Gleason or Comiskey.  Weaver received charges for guilty knowledge, but as far as all know he never received a dime for the fix.  He as well played the best he could, batting .324 during the Series.  Weaver had sent a letter to the Baseball Commissioner that is now in Baseball Hall of fame, that stated he knew nothing of the fix and he played a perfect Series.  Felsch stated that he had been prepared to make game decisive misplay, however the opportunity never presented itself during the Series for him to do so.  Felsch said he had admired the way Cicotte had demanded the money up front and did not know who was financing it (UMKC, 2010).  In upcoming sections I will be covering more of the individual players at the time of trial.    
	In addition to the fix itself, there was a second significant scandal; the cover-up.  The cover-up was far better organized than the fix itself.  This included owners, managers, players, and the press.  There was a lot of people that had interest and a hand in preserving America’s pastime.  Comiskey tried to discourage the talk of the fix and he stated to a reporter, that he thought his boys fought the battle of the World Series on a level they have always done and that he would be the first to want information to the contrary if there be any.  He offered $20,000 to anyone that had unearthing information to that effect.  At the same time Comiskey had hired a private detective to investigate the finances of seven of the eight players who were apart of the original conspiracy, as Weaver was the only one not under suspicion at that time.  Fullerton continued with his articles demanding that the gambling problem be confronted in baseball, where he suggested a investigation take place looking into the gambling influence on the national pastime (UMKC, 2010).  From there criminal courts where a whirl of legal events that was understood as Black Sox Scandal.  The criminal charges coincided with the Republican Party’s political elections and the administration of Cook County’s States Attorney Office became the prosecuting agency for the baseball scandal.  State’s Attorney Robert Crowe assumed the office and found the Black Sox scandal case in disarray.  Evidence was missing from the vault that had testimonies transcriptions from Cicotte, Jackson, and Williams.  He also found that predecessors in office had premised prosecution of the Black Sox case on cooperation anticipated from Cicotte, Jackson and Williams (SABR, 2015).   Crowe had the confessions and waivers of immunity of Cicotte, Jackson and Williams lifted, this is when they had to the players the most expensive defense attorneys.  Crowe had made public announcements that of the new developments he was aware of and promised the Black Sox case would be presented to the grand jury again for new indictments.  The defense lawyers tried for motions to dismiss charges, suppress evidence, limit testimony, and the like on many other fronts.  Prosecutors were also having trouble getting the gamblers into the court room such as Sport Sullivan and Attell.  Bill Burns, major league pitcher was the prosecutions star witness that they finally got to agree to appear in court with the insider details on the fix for agreement of immunity and a lot of money (SABR, 2015).  During all this happening the American League President Lan Johnson, who wanted to clean up the sport and determined to it, was a great deal frustrated with Comiskey’s lack in 3 solid months to have the cooperation from the Chicago team (UMKC, 2010).   On February 14, 1921 all the ball players were present in the court room but none of the gamblers were.  Judge William Denver had a petition for particulars, stating that the charges were against their clients with more specific than the indictments contained.  About a month after this, the state announced that the players confessions had been stolen.  This brought a whole new set of charges to the grand jury, where they issued a superseding indictment adding five new gamblers to the list (UMKC, 2010). 
	On June 27, 1921, the state of Illinois vs Cicotte opened the Chicago courtroom.  The charges the players would be facing were as follows: 1) conspiring to defraud the public, 2) conspiring to defraud Sox pitcher Ray Schalk, 3) conspiring to commit a confidence game, 4) conspiring to injure the business of American League, and 5) conspiring to injure the business of Charles Comiskey.  The confessions were still missing at the time of the trial beginning, it was going to be a difficult fight.  They just had their key witness, Burns, who reluctantly agreed to testify in court.  The first witness to be called to the stand in this case was Charles Comiskey, where the defense attorneys proved that he had more money in 1920 than any other year and was not financially injured.  The defense attorney was cutoff from questioning and he remarked that this man gets richer all the time and my clients are charged with conspiracy to injure is business!? (UMKC, 2010).  The next day the second witness called up was Burns, who gave his testimony of the events that took place at the meeting and who was there.  Burns was on the stand for 3 days answering all the questions and giving all the details of the fix.  In his testimony he gave up Rothstein, Attell, and Bennett all as the gamblers.  He also gave the players as Gandil, McMullin, Williams, Felsch, Cicotte, and Weaver as being present at the meeting, however said that Jackson was not present.  Burns told them how Gandil and Cicotte had said they would be throwing the first two games and that he’d throw the ball out of the park just make it happen.  A defenses attorney stated to a reporter that if Burns testimony wasn’t proven false, then consider the case lost.  Other preparation for trial that prosecution came with was scores of the 1919 World Series games, the employment of the accused players, the winning and losing Series shares, etc. (UMKC, 2010).  Even though the original transcripts were stolen, prosecution just had stenographers create new ones from their shorthand notes and the second-generation transcripts were available throughout the proceedings, and the Black Sox defense attorneys did not contest there accuracy.  But what was contested by the defense attorney’s was that the testimony’s of Cicotte, Jackson, and Williams had been induced by broken off the record promises of immunity from prosecution and if this was true the testimony would be deemed involuntary in the legal sense.  After much hearing from both sides, the Judge determined that they all gave testimony freely and not under leniency, their testimony would be given as evidence in the case to prosecuting only the players giving the statements.  
	Getting to the convictions of Cicotte, Jackson and Williams.  The judge asked the Jury for a guilty or not guilty on the 5 charges referenced above with a penalty of five years in penitentiary and a fine of $2,000 for each defendant.  The Jury verdict was not guilty for the three of them.  The courtroom roared in approval.  The verdicts of Weaver and Felsch as well was thrown out as the judge stated that he would have to overturn a guilty verdict due to the thinness of evidence.  Gandil comment on the verdict was that it was all the two lairs fault, Bill Burns and Billy Maharg.  The short lived excitement of the outcome of the trial was the next day when Judge Landis put out a statement to press that is summed up as no person that has anything to do with throwing a ball game in any way shape or form and doesn’t report it immediately will never play professional baseball.  He was true to his word on this, none of the eight men would ever play again and be able to put on a major league uniform.  He banned them for life from Organized baseball in 1921. The aftermath from the banishment lead Weaver, Felsch, Risberg and Jackson to bring a civil litigation suit against the White Sox pursing grievances grounded in breach of contract, defamation and restraint on their professional livelihoods.  Jackson’s suit was the only one to ever go to trial, which ended with Jackson being sited for perjury and spent the night in jail.  Judge overruled the jury decision to give $16,711.04 to Jackson for false testimony, however, once the jury found that White Sox management knew Jackson involvement all along and didn’t terminate his contract for years 1921 and 1922, he was deserved the pay.  Jackson passed away in 1951 and within his obituary it stated Black Sox Player (SABR, 2015).    
	The scandal revelations are still unclear and a debate even today.  The playing of the 1919 World Series approaches it 100th anniversary the investigation continues and the final word on the Black Sox Scandal remains to be written.  Questions on whether Joe “Shoeless” Jackson, a man with the third highest lifetime batting average in baseball be admitted to the Hall of Fame and does his actions in 1919 dishonor the game even though he was not the ringleader in the fix and regrets his role.  For many years people fought for Jackson’s return to baseball, even Ted Williams who said things such as he tried to give the money back, he tried to tell Comiskey about the fix but he wouldn’t listen and covered it up just as much as Jackson did, but Jackson is the one still standing on the outside.  Very great point as nothing came of Comiskey for his participation in the Scandal and he still sat pretty in his money role while others such as Jackson, were kicked out and left out.  Comiskey “got rich” just as much off the scandal as it was stated and referenced above in a hearing, that he made more money then he ever had in 1920 (UMKC, 2010). 
	During the time of the Black Sox Scandal of 1919, the world events going on that impacted this scandal significantly in my opinion was the wave of labor strikes occurring, Red Scare gripped Americans and wars.  During this time the labor strikes happening were from the gains the workers made during the war and they had evaporated.  The inflation was eating up their paychecks and workers fought back.  In 1919 there were nearly 3,600 strikes that involved 4 million workers.  The labor strife escalated to the violent steel strike of 1919 that faced the industry with a plan to do seven days a week with 12 hour shifts and weekly wages of about $20. The suppression of labor strikes was one response to the widespread fear that swept the nation and then second came the Red Scare.  The Red Scare was also widespread fear to the nation for communist revolution and resulted in suppression of dissent.  The wartime repression of free speech, labor unrest, peacetime readjustments, and the Soviet establishment of the Comintern all contributed to the Red Scare.  There was other epidemics happening such as the Spanish influenza and Russian bolshevism, which were both very deadly diseases and contagious (Roark, et. al. pg. 662-664).   With the world and America specifically in such an upside-down chaos, this all set a tone for the scandal and the need for these baseball players drive for making extra cash and getting tied up with gamblers.  
	It is difficult to arrive at any conclusion with regard to the true details on the fix of the 1919 Black Sox Scandal in baseball World Series for remaining research and investigation still continues today.  Overall, the information shared from sources on this event in history demonstrates a strong effect on how the Eight Men Out, who held great standings in the American League of Baseball, got involved with the largest known “fix” in history of baseball.   With their get rich plan, rather being from anger towards Comiskey or simply to make more money, or perhaps it was both, they still conspired with professional gamblers to get rich costing them to never set foot on the big league diamond again.   Though they may not have faced any verdict of guilty towards a legal consequence, they took the hardest consequence of all, banned from playing National baseball forever.     







Image 1:  The Eight Men Out
 
	[image: ]
Eddie Cicotte
	[image: ]
Chick Gandil
	[image: ]
Oscar Felsch
	[image: ]
Joe Jackson

	Position: Pitcher
Age: 35
Salary: Under $6,000
Gandil's Comment: "Only Walter Johnson was better.  He knew all the tricks, dusted batters, threw a black ball, shine and emery balls.  Friendly on the field, he was no mingler off."
	Position: First Base
Age: 31
Salary: $4,000
Gandil's Comment: "By the time of the 1919 Series, you could say I had been around. Although past my peak, I still hit .290 and had the best first-base fielding record in the league."
	Position: Center Field
Age: 28
Salary: $4,000
Gandil's Comment: "A tall and husky player and always in good spirits, he was called "Happy" by the players.  With the great Tris Speaker, he was the best defensive outfielder of his day."
	Position: Left Field
Age: 30
Salary: $6,000
Gandil's Comment: "A natural and one of baseball's greatest hitters; fame never spoiled him.  He had no education, but a surprisingly good head, all despite reports to the contrary."
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Claude Williams

	Position: Utility Infielder
Age: 27
Salary: Under $3,000
Gandil's Comment: "Handsome and popular, Fred was only a utility infielder, but he had an excellent baseball head.  He scouted the Reds before the Series on orders from Gleason."
	Position: Shortstop
Age: 25
Salary: Under $3,000
Gandil's Comment: "As rangy as Marty Marion, Risberg had a wonderful arm at short.  Like Weaver, he was a hothead and usually figured in some sort of rhubarb around second base."
	Position: Third Base
Age: 29
Salary: $6,000
Gandil's Comment: "At third he was an aggressive, snappy type.  A good hitter, he always knew the latest jokes, was a master bench jockey and a scrapper, as Billy Martin is today."
	Position: Pitcher
Age: 26
Salary: Under $3,000
Gandil's Comment: "Basically better than Cicotte, he won games the conventional way, good curve and fast ball, excellent control.  He was quiet, intelligent and seldom joked."
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