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Pros & Cons of a Militarized Police Force
	A militarized police force refers to law enforcement using military supplies and tactics. Some departments have received helicopters, planes, weapons, armored vehicles, and other valuable tools. I believe community policing is important, and the government has pushed away from that to more of the militarized policing in the last twenty years. If it was possible to have some sort of balance between the militarized and the community policing, some may feel more protected. 
	Some pros of a militarized police force include having the proper equipment to defend the public’s safety when a random shooting happens, especially when officers have to deal with threats and gang violence. Also, the police force should have the necessary weapons and defense needed to defend the country against terrorists, which happened after the 9/11 attack. During previous riots, not including the most recent, the police were equipped with military supplies and could properly maintain the public’s safety. 
	Some cons of a militarized police force include the possibility of misuse of military weapons, injuring or killing innocent people for no reason. People see the military as the personnel that defends our country from our enemies, and police officers are seen as the ones that are protecting and serving their communities and keeping the peace. If police officers went around the community wearing military uniforms, riding around in military vehicles, and carrying around military weapons, it could be intimidating to the community. 
Being able to work with the people in your community will benefit you, so it is extremely important to keep community policing at the forefront and keep the militarization to a minimum. Having military weapons is something the country needs to maintain in order to deal with future situations. But with the way things have been going lately in our country and world, it would be smart to keep some aspects of the militarized police force.
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