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					Living Proof Movie
	The movie is about a doctor named Dennis Slamon who works at the UCLA Medical Center.  The movie starts off with Dr. Slamon trying to create a treatment for cancer.  The treatment will shut the cancer cells off, versus the traditional method of chemotherapy that injects a bunch of chemicals that ends up killing the patient anyway.  The school is always giving him the lowest budgets and the smallest space to work in.  He knows if his plan works out and he gets the funding he needs; his methodology will end up working.  He faces a lot of adversity and trying times.  But through all, he persevered through. 
Dr. Slamon works exceptionally long hours and it is trying on his family life.  He misses a lot of important family things each day due to the time he puts in at the laboratory he works in. This does not stop him, and he still conquers on even though it is hard on him.  Dr. Slamon is working towards his methodology to work and it is a seven-step process.  The first step is discovery, which is linking the HER-2 protein with cell growth in the breast tissue.  The second phase is working on the drug in the laboratory.  But also, Genetech a drug company is working on the other half of the drug.  The third step is Mouse Protein experiment, and step 4,5,6 are the FDA clinical drug trials, step 7 is the drug would be approved by the FDA.  Still facing adversity and funding issues, he still conquers on.
The Genetech drug company cancels working with him because it is too risky of an investment where it is a drug that is not guaranteed to work, which would cost a lot of money to find out if it will, and it may not end up working.  Genetech owns the rights to the drug because Dr. Slamon used one of their genes, so it does belong to Genetech.  The movie then moves onto one year later where he gets approved again to be funded to progress with the HER-2 drug trail. It is let known to Dr. Slamon that the fund-age is exceptionally low, and he is asked to take his time with the research.
Dr. Slamon then gets offered from a friend Lilly Tartikoff to have a fundraiser for his research, which Dr. Slamon does not want to do because he feels like he would be asking to much of Lilly.  Lilly is persistent and does not let him refuse the fundraiser because it would be giving up his life longs work.  Later, Lilly sees Ron Perelman who is a multi-millionaire and owns the company Revlon.  Lilly asks Ron if he would fund this research and he asks for her to meet with him.  Lilly later meets with Ron Perelman and the research trial is funded 2.4 million dollars on one term and they hold an annual fundraiser for the research. 
The movie then moves onto showing the lives of the cancer patient’s and them finding out they have breast cancer and how it is basically a death sentence to the patient.  The movie highlights the tragedies these patients had to go through and how scared they were because they knew they were going to die soon because there is no cure for breast cancer.  It shows how the chemotherapy makes the patients extremely sick and how they would rather die than be put on a chemotherapy regimen. 
One of the executive people at UCLA finds out his mother has cancer, so he quickly funds the program for the research study and tells Dr. Slamon to hurry on his research trial studies so they can get it going.  The Mouse Protein study is finally approved and ready to go.  It is short lived down the road and is faced with more adversity in funding and at this point Dr. Slamon loses his cool and tells the board that approves the funding that it is continually devastating to tell cancer patients that there is no cure or treatment available for breast cancer and he storms out of the room in a frustrated manner.
 	The Mouse Protein is set to go, and he gets fifteen breast cancer patients to participate in his trail for Herceptin.  The patients first get a round of chemotherapy, but on the third week they get the Herceptin to help cure the cancer.  The cancer patients are excited and eager to try the trial.  During this time one of his old patient’s mothers’ corners him in a stair well and begs Dr. Slamon for her daughter to be on this trial because if not, she will die.  Dr. Slamon proclaims he cannot accept her to be on the trial because she does not meet the criteria, due to strict FDA guidelines and regulations.  This bothers him deeply because he has a family of his own.
One of the cancer patients in the trial ends up dying because of the progressing cancer that she had, and it leaves Dr. Slamon feeling like he did not do things correctly.  He feels like he had it planned out for so long, and he feels like because he had all the woman together in one room, they have to look at an empty chair knowing that could be them.  This motivates Dr. Slamon to find the cure faster.
Later on, he gets very good news that one of his patients no longer has cancer at all. The tumor is completely gone, although the tumor is gone, she still has cancer. He wants her to wait six weeks for trail two to open, but it leaves the patient questioning and worried that if she waits will the cancer come back?  Although the good news comes with bad news and he must tell others they are not moving onto phase two because of the standards set by the FDA is only the people with the best resulting numbers can move on.  The patients he tells are completely devastated that they cannot move on because once again it is a death sentence for them, they know without this treatment they will not survive.  Dr. Slamon knows that this is not right, but also knows it is part of his job as well.  His secretary does not know if she can further work for him anymore because this is too troubling to deal with all the time and it is not right nor fair. This takes a troubling toll on Dr. Slamon.
Dr. Slamon once again faces setbacks on funding for the phase three part of the trial. Which leads Dr. Slamon to believe that the research study is going to fail due to adversity against drug companies wishing he would fail, patients relying on him for the cure, fighting for funds all the time, and loss of time with his family.  He feels extreme pressure put on him to find the treatment.  This is short lived and an executive at UCLA that always gave him a hard time about fund age and wanted his research trial to fail gets transferred. They are now funded again and urged to rush back into their research trial, and they work to find patients that will participate in the research trial. 
In the end after many trials and tribulation, the trial ends up being successful and they finally proved Herceptin works as a breast cancer treatment.  The drug is approved by the FDA and all the hard work finally pays off.  Dr. Slamon finally can say he created a successful breast cancer treatment drug.  In the end, he helps millions of people and their fight against breast cancer.  Dr. Slamon still remains at UCLA to this day where he is the Chief of the Division of Hematology/Oncology and the Director of Clinical/Transitional Research at the Jonsson Cancer Center.  This is a true story of hard work and dedication paying off and to pursue a dream of caring for people. 
