Should Safe Injection Sites Be Expanded as A Harm Reduction Initiative In This Country?

I believe that safe injections sites should be expanded to our country. Harm reduction
plays such a role in the work I intend to do. Every life matter’s, even the ones who are in active

addiction.

Not only will it reduce overdose deaths, they decrease the transmission of certain
disease’s, such as HIV and Hepatitis. When in active addiction this is something you don’t think
about. All you want is to get your next fix and when you do get it you don’t care about injecting
safely. People often don’t show signs of symptoms right off. So, you may be unknowingly giving

it to people around you and it becomes and endless cycle.

Safe injections sites could also decrease the number of public needles disposals. It is very
upsetting when your taking your young child for a walk and everywhere you turn you find a dirty
syringe or pieces of the syringe. It is a health and safety issue. Safe injection sites provide all the

utensils that the addict would need and dispose all of it in the proper manner.

Studies show that safe injection sites increase the number of people initiating treatment
for Substance Use Disorder. They have medical professionals within these sites that may see
individuals on a day to day basis. It gives them the opportunity to form a relationship with the
people who come in and encourage them and educate them on certain types of treatment. It could
also increase access to social and state services that the addict may qualify for. These types of
services are exactly what addicts need. Immediate referrals can be given to the addict for
treatment such as detox or rehab when the addict is ready to take the very first step in recovery,

so that way the addict doesn’t really have time to give their choice a second thought.



Safe injection sites can also help the cities save money, by reducing healthcare costs and
an increase in the use of treatment program. These safe injection sites are here to help people
choose life, and as long as they feel like they have a support system and have people in their life
that want to see them succeed may be more likely to enroll in a treatment program. One study
showed that if San Francisco was to put a safe injection site int their city it could save them 35

million dollars annually.

On my research quest, I discovered that safe injection sites have not increased the amount
of illegal drug activity in the areas that they are located. There is no increase in drug trafficking
either. This could possibly change the stigma around addiction. Some people are scared to have
these in their neighborhoods, because of the kind violence that can come due to drugs. This could
give the community a chance to the other side of addiction. That addicts are humans to and nt all
addicts are bad people. They are people, who are damaged and broken. But that they can slowly

be mended back together.



