
MA-212 Medical Assisting Lab IV 

Critical Thinking 3 

 

1. Identify the types of drapes used in the medical office and what are their specific 

uses? 

Surgical drapes are used to prevent contamination of suture material and 

to maintain a sterile field at the surgical site, another type is a fenestrated drape 

with a whole in the middle to allow an opening to the affected site, but still 

keeping the rest of the area covered to avoid contamination. Some other types 

are cloth reusable drapes, paper disposable drapes, and disposable plastic 

adhesive drapes. 

 

2. Describe the process of Autoclaving instruments. Length of time, temperature 

etc. 

Autoclaving instruments is a process that sterilizes surgical instrumentation. 

Autoclaves are usually either chemical or steam based. And run at a temperature 

around 250-254 degrees farenheights and run for 25 minutes( this can change 

with how big the autoclave is and the capacity it holds). 

 

3. Why must instruments be cleaned while being submerged in water/solution? 

By soaking instrumentation it helps prevent blood and tissue from drying on to 

the instrument and helps lose any blood, tissue, or debri stuck on the instrument 

or in the hinges of the instrument.  



 

4. Why do physicians use local anesthetics that contain epinephrine, what effect 

does the patient feel and when is it NOT appropriate to use lidocaine with epi? 

You should never use any lidocaine with epi on any type of “ending” for 

example a toe, finger, nose, or penis are all examples. If epi is injected it can 

cause circulatory issues leading to gangrene. Epi along with lidocaine helps 

prolong the effect of the anesthesia since it is a vasoconstrictor. The patient 

won’t be able to feel any pain in the affected area. 

5. What conditions are necessary for absorbable sutures to be effective? 

Absorbable suture are best for sutures that need to function for a short 

amount of time and can not be recovered or easily recovered after procedure for 

example gastric surgeries, GI repairs, mouth surgeries etc.. 

6. Why is it important to expect all surgical instrumentation and when is it 

inspected? 

All surgical instruments must be inspected for cleanliness, stains, corrosion, 

cracks, breakage, and stiffness of movable parts before being placed in 

instrument sets or being used. Instrumentation must be inspected after being 

autoclaved and before being put out for uses. 

 

7. How are suture material size and what suture would be used for a facial 

laceration and which one for a knee scope closure? 

The bigger the number the smaller the suture material. For a facial 

laceration I would use an 8-0 or 7-0 suture because they are smaller and leave 



less of a scar. For a laceration on the knee I would use a 3-0 or sized material 

around that size it will be a stronger hold for that type of laceration and the area it 

is in. 


