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HERMENEUTICS - BIB 121 STUDY SUMMARY for FINAL EXAM

(Note: All of the statements in this study summary are true statements about sound biblical
hermeneutics. The questions you will encounter on the final exam are all contained in some form in this
study summary.)

Hermeneutics is the study of principles for interpreting the Bible.

Hermeneutics comes from the Greek word meaning “interpret” or “explain”, the word used to describe
Jesus “interpreting” the Old Testament for the disciples on the Emmaus Road.

“Verbal plenary” inspiration refers to the entire Bible being fully inspired.
We determine what a passage in the Bible means by correctly applying good interpretive principles.

Important literary clues to watch for when reading the Bible include genre, narrative patterning,
accommodation, and figurative, phenomenological, anthropomorphic, and fulfillment language.

Genre means “kind” or “category,” the kind of literature that a book is classified as.

A book’s genre tells us how that book was written, how to read that book, what to expect, what to look
for, and so forth.

Since genre tells us what our reading strategy should be, correctly identifying the genre of a passage is
the most important factor in sound hermeneutics.

A commentary gives an author’s learned opinion on each verse in a biblical book, and commentaries by
good scholars are a great help in Bible study.

The hermeneutical principle of Accommodation means that God accommodated the revelation of His
Word to the culture and conceptual thought-world of the recipients, so that they could understand it.

God permitted his authors to express his theological truths through their understanding of the world.
God’s theological truths from Scripture are eternally true, but the authors’ understanding of the world
(acceptance of slavery, a flat and stationary earth, our bowels as the seat of our emotions, etc.) might

be temporary and in error.

The hermeneutical principle of Accommodation teaches us to differentiate between God’s eternal
theological truths, and the temporary conceptual worldviews used to communicate them.

We believe that the Bible is divinely inspired, which means God-breathed.

The Apostle Peter said that some people were misinterpreting Paul’s letters and teaching error to their
own destruction because they were ignorant and not properly trained.



A requirement for receiving spiritual understanding is being obedient to the understanding we have
received.

The Bible itself teaches us that God gave us pastors and teachers to help us understand God’s Word.
A concordance provides an alphabetic listing of the words used in the Bible.
A study aid that provides the meanings of words in the original Greek and Hebrew is called a lexicon.

Dischronology is the writing technique of placing events out of chronological sequence as a signal that
you are not writing a sequential account but are instead telling theological truths.

The first step in the interpretation of a passage of Scripture is to determine what the original author
intended to communicate.

We, or our teachers, must understand the culture, history, literature, language, and worldview of the
original author and reader to correctly interpret a passage.

The rabbinical rule of interpretation that is affirmed by the modern teachers of hermeneutics is that
the God of Israel has spoken in the tongues of men.

We must read the ancient text with ancient eyes.
An Old Testament pattern or symbol that has a New Testament fulfillment is a type.
The New Testament fulfillment of an Old Testament type is called an antitype.

All of the Old Covenant promises, covenants, and sacrifices pointed forward to their ultimate
fulfillment in God’s Son, Jesus Christ.

The Promised Land was a type of the whole earth during the Church age, and a type of the New-
Heavens-and-New-Earth in the age to come.

The Apostles wrote the New Testament as fulfilling the Old Testament in the person and work of Jesus
Christ, and in the People he was redeeming from every nation.

Figurative language is language being used primarily in a symbolic, picturesque, way in order to
convey particular meanings in an arresting, memorable manner.

Figurative language includes among other things metaphors, symbols, numbers, hyperbole, and figures
of speech.

All symbolic and figurative language used in the Bible must be interpreted according to the meanings it
had in the cultures in which it was written which is how the original recipients would have understood
it.

Apocalyptic figurative language, called “collapsing universe” language, describes stars falling, the sun
going dark, and other heavenly signs as symbols for coming catastrophic judgments, the changing of
epochs, the fall of empires.



Apocalyptic figurative language (collapsing universe language) was used by Isaiah about Babylon,
Ezekiel about Egypt, and Jesus Christ about Jerusalem’s fall in 70 AD. Empires fell or epochs changed
catastrophically each time, but the universe did not collapse because the language was figurative.

The historical-grammatical method of interpretation holds that each passage has one meaning based
on its words and grammar.

One contribution by Martin Luther to the development of biblical interpretation was his teaching that
every believer has the right to interpret the Bible, using good hermeneutical principles.

Martin Luther believed that all believers should also be guided by pastors and teachers well trained in
the Scriptures, who were in turn guided by other teachers.

Pentecostals and Evangelicals generally agree on the principles of hermeneutics set forth by the
International Council on Biblical Inerrancy.

Our first consideration when attempting to determine the meaning of a Scripture passage is what the
passage would have meant to the original hearers and readers.

Once we determine the original meaning of a passage, and determine the theological principles God
was communicating, we may then properly apply those principles to our lives.

A passage of Scripture will have only one meaning, but the theological truths therein may have many
applications to different situations.

A biblical principle about slaves and masters according to Ephesians 6:5-9 is that Christ is the Lord of
both slave and master.

When writing religious texts, ancient authors used numbers primarily as symbols pointing toward
other meanings, such as theological truths.

To insist that biblical numbers must be literalistically precise is to reject the original meaning, and
force modern secular meanings onto the biblical text.

Biblical authors usually thought of numbers as symbolic rather than precisely mathematical (literal).

When you take a verse out of its context and try to understand it you will lose the true meaning of the
verse.

Many Bible verses are not even complete sentences, and all verses must be read on the context of their
paragraph, book, and the Bible as a whole.

The most important rule in determining and stating a biblical principle from a passage is that you must
state principles that are true to the author’s original meaning.

According to Jesus and the apostle Paul, all of the Old Covenant promises are fulfilled in Jesus Christ
and His Kingdom, either now or in the age to come.
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The Old Testament Law was given in the form of an ancient near eastern suzerainty covenant, the law
treaty between a suzerain king and a subject vassal state.

A necessary rule regarding chapter and verse divisions in the Bible is that you must identify the
complete thoughts of the author in the entire passage rather than read detached verse segments.

The chapter and verse divisions in the Bible were added over a thousand years after the Bible was
written, and they sometimes make it harder to understand a passage.

When we use principles from a Bible passage in our preaching we should concentrate on the most
significant or important principles in the passage, the primary focus of the author.

When a particular Scripture appears to contradict other Scripture, a serious Bible student will use the
clear and explicit passages to interpret obscure or implicit passages.

When interpreting the Bible, we always use the clear and explicit passages of Scripture to interpret the
ambiguous or unclear passages, and never the opposite.

The first step in interpreting a passage written by Moses is to compare that passage with other
passages on that topic that were also written by Moses.

When the biblical passage you are reading refers or alludes to a different biblical passage you must
determine what that different passage meant in order to understand the current passage.

Comparing the multiple uses of the phrase “this generation” by Jesus within the same gospel
demonstrates that it always means “the generation to whom Jesus was speaking.”

Hyperbolic figurative language is language that is a picturesque exaggeration of reality in order to
make a theological point.

The phrase “over all the earth” is used in the Flood story and many other places in the Bible as
hyperbolic figurative language to mean all of the land known to the original author and readers.

The Genesis genealogies cannot be used to calculate time because the ancient world did not write
genealogies in a strict chronological order or with mathematical precision as we do today.

Ancient genealogies were often filled with symbolic numbers and names in order to make theological
points, support particular religions, or demonstrate the greatness of a nation’s ancestors.

One purpose of the genealogies in Genesis 1 - 11 was to promote Israel’s ancestors and to oppose such
Ancient Near Eastern genealogies as the Sumerian Kings List.

The pervasive use of dischronology, figurative language, highly symbolic numbers, repetition, and
highly structured and symmetrical language, both within Genesis 1 and among Genesis 1 and Genesis 2
- 3, all tells us that this story of God’s activity in creation is a creative telling primarily intended to
teach foundational theological truths about God and humanity to oppose pagan creation myths.

When the New Testament quotes the Old Testament, we must turn to the Old Testament to find out
what that passage meant in context in its Old Testament setting.



The New Testament writers viewed God’s plan and people as flowing in continuity from Old
Testament Israel into Jesus Christ, in whom God’s People were resurrected, recreated, restored.

A biblical word may have a preferred meaning in the dictionary, but its meaning in any particular
passage is determined by the way it is used on that passage, in context.

The definite article “the” and the indefinite articles “a” and “an” function as adjectives.

First Timothy 6:1 is best translated as “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” A correct
interpretation will identify the love of money as a cause of all kinds of evil.

What is the adverb in the verse “Well done, good and faithful servant”?

Even biblical narrative often has other genres embedded in it, cannot always be read as strictly
chronological, literalistic history, and usually has a primarily theological point.

Narrative patterning is the literary convention whereby the author uses the events, plot, characters, or
theological points of a narrative from the past as a pattern for the story he is writing.

If an author is using narrative patterning in his story then the reader must understand the past
narrative’s events, plots, characters, and theology in order to understand the current story.

In order to understand the theological points in an individual Bible story such as Joseph or Ruth you
must understand how that individual story (bottom level) fits into Israel’s story (middle level) and

how both fit into the big story of Christ’s redemptive mission to the nations (top level).

In the Bible passage describing how Peter, James, and John climbed a mountain with Jesus, the word
“mountain” merely means a sharp rise in physical terrain.

Phenomenological language expresses reality as the phenomena that occurred were perceived by the
senses.

When Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd” he was using figurative language.
A normative action in Scripture is an action that was meant to be a pattern for all believers.

A “plain meaning” or “face value” reading of the Bible that ignores critical hermeneutical principles like
those we have studied will yield many errors of many kinds.

A basic assumption of biblical hermeneutics is that the interpretation of a passage is a summary of the
author’s intent.

Mathematical and historical precision, are modern concerns not ancient concerns.
The term “progressive revelation” refers to the unfolding of God’s revelation throughout Scripture.

The continuity of teaching between the Old and new Testaments indicates that the moral laws of the
Old Testament are universal expressions of righteousness.




The Book of Psalms was Israel’s poetic songbook, filled with poetry, imagery, and figurative language °
of all kinds.

Hebrew synonymous parallelism is characterized by repetition of concepts in different words.

A Hallel (often containing the word hallelujah) is called a “praise” psalm.

A Psalm in which each verse begins with a certain letter is called an alphabetic acrostic.

The biblical proverbs are memorable guidelines for shaping wise behavior.

The biblical proverbs are exactly what the Bible calls them: Wise guidelines that are generally true in
certain life situations.

The biblical proverbs are not promises from God that we can claim as universally true in all places,
times, and circumstances.

We should respond to apparent contradictions among proverbs by discerning that the proverbs were
written to be properly applied to different situations.

The primary feature of the prophet’s divine call was his role in the protection of the Covenant.

The prophets were God’s Law (treaty) enforcement mediators, sent by God to remind His People what
Yahweh'’s Law-treaty said, where they were breaking it, what would happen if they did not repent.

It is important to know the place and time of each prophet’s ministry because his prophetic messages
are only understandable against the backdrop of his historical context.

Prophetic books are primarily forthtelling God’s accusation of Israel’s failure, coming judgment if they
do not repent, and blessing if they repent and obey.

Prophetic books are not primarily foretelling the future.

The prophets sometimes did foretell the future, but it was almost always the immediate future of
Israel, Judah, and the surrounding nations, not our future.

In the prophetic books, less than 5% specifically describes the New Testament age, less than 2% is
messianic, and less than 1% refers to events still to come (the end of the age).

The prophecies that predict future events are often more difficult to understand because there may be
a time span between events that are foretold in the same passage.

Using sound hermeneutical principles reveals that the “last days” began with the First Coming of Jesus,
and will last until the Second Coming of Christ.

The beginning of a pericope is best located by noting changes in location, time, or speakers.

We might determine that a practice is normative, and not simply a description of what happened, by
noting the repeated witness of Scripture to that practice in several places.



The Law of the old covenant served as a “school master” to lead us to Christ.

Fulfillment language permeates the New Testament and signals us to interpret Jesus, the Church, and
the New Covenant as the fulfillment of Old Testament types and promises.

The already-not yet aspect of God’s Kingdom can be seen in our attitude toward wealth: In this life
God may simply supply our needs, but in the New Heavens and New Earth our blessings will be
inexhaustible.

Apologetic Biography was a genre comprised of creatively written accounts of the facts of individuals’
lives designed to explain and defend their origins, lives, actions, and accomplishments.

The gospels are written in the genre of Apologetic Biography, explaining and defending the life of
Jesus, following particular themes and selecting particular events and teachings, all ordered in a
carefully arranged manner.

A genuinely true principle is a statement that is true no matter who says it.

A principle should be stated in one short sentence.

The Book of Acts is written in the genre of Apologetic Ethnography, a carefully structured story
designed to explain and defend the origin and history of a People.

The genre of Apocalyptic uses images, symbols, descriptions that are wild and bizarre, to describe
history, events, people, spiritual reality, and theology in picturesque ways.

We should always read Apocalyptic writings knowing that we are dealing with symbolic language that
the original author and readers understood within their worldview, and we must understand it as they
did.

Apocalyptic writings often use Recapitulation: Describing the same series of events more than once
using different language to provide additional insight.

The apocalyptic portions of Revelation, especially chapters 6-16, use recapitulation and should be read
as describing the same events in different ways, and not read as describing different unique events
that occur strictly sequentially chronological.

Numerous Jewish and Christian apocalypses were written between 200 BC and 200 AD.

As we ask the Holy Spirit to guide us, we can be confident that God will work with us to accomplish His
will in our lives.



